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Message

| am happy to learn that Bangladesh Seed Association (BSA) is organizing a Seminar titled “Transforming Seed
Industry in Bangladesh: Hope for Farmers” and publishing supplements in daily Newspapers and a souvenir on
the occasion of its AGM-2014.

Seed is very crucial and key determinant of agricultural productivity, Members of BSA have been playing a vital
role in the Seed Research and Development of new varieties and reaching quality seeds to farmers. As a result
of these initiatives new varieties of seed are being developed by the private sector and the nation has been
enjoying a consistent production of Cereal crop, abundant supply of Vegetables, Fruits Feed and other necessary
crops round the year at reasonable price.

FBCCI is very keen to see healthy growth of private seed sector and shall play its due role to ensure a business-friendly
regulatory environment in the country so that our seed industry can flourish and food security is accomplished.

| congratulate Bangladesh Seed Association (BSA) for arranging such an important Seminar and wish it a great success.

i

Kazi Akram Uddin Ahmed
President

FBCC
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Transforming Seed Industry in Bangladesh: Hope for Farmers

Asadul Amin Dadan | General Sec

Seed is a living tissue and therefore, differs from any other agricultural inputs. It carries genetic potential
and serves as a vehicle of transformation. It needs very careful handling both in process of production as
well as handling thereafter to ensure preservation of its genetic composition and other important quality
asm like ﬂmrand germination.

n&adeshéepenésl unﬂm agricultural sector and seed is the basic input of
agntu farmers mostl their self-saved seeds. The seed policy paved the way of
private seed sector in seed production and also resulted in several donor driven government projects for
the industry. Gradually pﬂvate sector entered into plant breeding and variety development program. The
emergence of the private sector has allowed for the increased ability of the seed sector to cater for the
increasing demand for quality seed.

To improve the situation further, methodical development in the following area is essential.

«  Afavorable seed policy and legal framework needs to be developed to allow private sector to contribute more
in quality seed supply to the farmers

+  Private sector should be supported with required financing to build necessary infrastructure including PDS,
production, processing and storage facility

« Recognize seed industry as a priority sector for investment and development

« (Create a healthy competitive environment among the industry players including public and private sector

! Provide training and capacity building support to industry players on modem seed technology

etary, BSA | ast

-cunpﬂauun

1adulamin@yahoo.com

t;ih{ihf? access to appropriate media to communicate knowledge and information related to new
noiogy

Establish infrastructure and system to ensure quality assurance at all levels of seed commercialization value chain
Foster innovation and technology in variety development appropriate for local ecological condition of the
country through incentive and supﬂarttu research works in private and public sector

« Promote Public Private Partnership (PPP) in research and development, infrastructure development,
production of hybrid seed, transfer r.lf hmrte:hnn&o?g and exchange of germplasm

- Appropriate workable provisions should be made for access to finance for the participators in seed industry

Seed sector has evolved nvertinmandmafteﬂnppnmrmsfmfammrs, public sector and private sector.
In spite of many obstacles, the sector has erne;‘g:d potential industry attracting more initiatives for
development. m‘{ sensitive and one of the most vital agricultural seed sector need to be
nnlntained thmugh policy and legal framework, necessary infrastructure, recognition for investment and
development, healthy competitive environment, capacity building, communication, innovation, quaﬁty
assurance, Public Private Partnership (PPP), and access to finance. Of course these are the scopes of
immediate improvement for sustainable transformation in this sector. We have to acknowledge and
spread the mutual benefits of quality seeds among farmers and other sector stakeholders. It will certainly
EIISIII'E thegnurﬂ'luf industry resulting in improved income for farmers, national economy and increased
. Finally to create hope for farmers, we have to find a halancedm:ystunﬂ‘lrmgh
public and private sector focusing on the benefits of farmers,
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Message

| am happy to learn that Banqgladesh Seed Association (BSA) is going to arganize a seminar titled Transforming
Seed Industry in Bangladesh: Hope for Farmers"and publish supplements in daily newspapers and a souveniron
the occasion of its Annual General Meeting to be held on 30th August 2014,

Seed is the key input for agricultural growth; without good quality seed there can be no good harvest of crop
providing food, feed, nutrition and fiber. Quality seed supply in Bangladesh against demand is not yet
satisfactory. Development of new varieties suitable to different ecological segments of the country, production
& making available the quality seed to the farmers end is a great task for the Bangladesh Seed Industry.
Appropriate facilities should be in place for public & private sector, along with a suitable requlatory framework
to facilitate investment in the sector and support international trade.

Transformation of Bangladesh Seed Industry over the last two decades should continue in order to achieve the
goal of agricultural productivity and sustainable food security.

| congratulate the organizers for arranging such an important event. | strongly believe that the initiative would

be fruitful. o ELL
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Message

IRRI salutes the track record of Bangladesh in innovation with rice - from being a launching pad of the green
revolution to the recent release of the first high zinc rice in the world. In Bangladesh, rice is life, It is the staple
food of the country’s population of 160 million, providing more than two-thirds of dietary calories and more than
half the protein intake. It is the main plank of food security and yet, is more than food - it is a driver of economic
policy, a determinant of national objectives, and a pillar of social stability. Per capita consumption of milled rice
in Bangladesh is 172 kg per year and the country is self-sufficient, producing a total of 51 million tons of paddy
or 34 million tons of milled rice, of which 27 million tons is consumed as food. When the population stabilizes,
between 2050 and 2060, there will only be about 0.026 ha of arable land per person. The average paddy yield,
currently 4.4 tons per hectare (t/ha), must increase to at least 7.7 t/ha to maintain self-sufficiency. A huge
investment is required to meet the challenge and better rice varieties must be delivered faster to farmers. In
recent decades, private-sector participation has energized plant breeding and seed sales in developed countries.
In Bangladesh, private-sector resources and expertise can now be tapped to contribute to seed system
development to reinforce and complement the traditional role of public institutions. Bangladesh's spectacular
transition from famine in 1974 to self-sufficiency underpinned the nation's recent strong economic performance.
In particular, it buffered the country from grain price shocks, such as in 2008 and 2011, that crimped growth
elsewhere in Asia. By 2050, the population of Bangladesh will approach 202 million and expected paddy rice
demand will increase to 58 million tons. Now, to keep pace with population, radically improved breeding
strategies are required to increase the rate of genetic gains including a more specific focus on the complex
Bangladeshi environment. As Bangladesh becomes a middle-income country it must also establish a viable and
dynamic national seed industry, Emergency seed aid and long-term development must be judiciously balanced
as free distribution in the long term devalues seed in rural communities, constrains the development of viable
and dynamic seed businesses, and damages the cropping industries overall. Stimulating multiple private-sector
seed providers alongside public counterparts will significantly strengthen the seed supply chain in Bangladesh.

Dr. Paul Fox
Country Representative
IRRI, Bangladesh
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Message

It gives me immense pleasure to learn that Bangladesh Seed Assodation (BSA) is organizing a Seminar titled
"Transforming Seed Industry in Bangladesh: Hope for Farmers” on the occasion of its Annual General Meeting 2014.
It is gratifying to note that the agenda of the seminar covers a very central issue in the agricultural sector: Seed.
Quality seeds are one of the most critical inputs for vegetable cultivation and its absence hinders productivity.
Unfortunately, in Bangladesh use of quality seed is still limited. | hope that members of BSA will play a
significant role in effectively developing and promoting quality seeds to the farmers,

In its previous phases (Phase 1 & 2), Katalyst has continuously worked to promote the usage of quality seeds to
the poor farmers to increase their farm productivity. Katalyst will continue to promote quality seed in its current
phase (Phase 3) too, BSA has been a key partner of Katalyst from the very beginning and | wish it will remain
the same in the future,

| thank and congratulate BSA for arranging a seminar on this very important topic and wish it great success.
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Markus Ehmann

General Manager
Agri Business for Trade Competitiveness P'm}etm{atalysi/

Message

Bangladesh has done remarkably well in maintaining steady growth in agricultural output which has so far kept
pace with the increase in population. The credit goes to our scientists in the Universities and Research
Institutions in both Public and Private Sector for developing varieties of seed which provide better yield, more
nutrition and are resistant to pests, submersion and salinity.

In spite of loss of cultivable land by 1% annually due to habitation and river erosion, the agricultural productivity
is increasing steadily to keep us nearly self-sufficient, particularly in rice and vegetables. This race will continue.

The Private Sector has a very important role to play in breeding and multiplying quality seeds at a faster pace
for our food security. Already significant investment has been made by our members in Research and
Development, seed multiplication and processing, better storage and creation of a dynamic distribution
network in order to provide quality seeds to farmers. Seed industry has great potential for growth to cater to the
domestic demands as well as for export.

The Private Sector appreciates the policy guidelines of the government and seeks further support through
recognition of Seed business as an "Industry” and make financing and incentives more easily available. We also
acknowledge the support provided by our development partners and look forward to their continued cooperation.

Finally, | thank all our well-wishers for their messages and appreciate my colleagues in the Committee for their

hard work in organizing the Seminar.
Mﬁ'ﬁ—_—'—

M Anis Ud Dowla
President
Bangladesh Seed Association _‘/
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