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A Mirpur road
in a shambles

HELEMUL ALAM

The road has been named after one of the most attractive
cities in the world -- Paris. Yet the waterlogged Paris Road in
the capital's Mirpur with numerous potholes resembles
anything but the European city.

It may rather appear as a stinky version of Venice during the
rainy season, especially to students of four schools -- Mirpur
Udayan School, Abbas Uddin High School, Agrani High School
and Cambridge International School -- located along the road.

The students of these schools have to wade through dirty
water while crossing the road even in the dry season.

Md Rabiul Alam, headmaster of Mirpur Udayan School
and College, said 80 students left the school this year
because of difficulties in reaching the institution due to the
poor condition of the road.

Students like Nawrin Shamima and Aysha Akhtar, whose
school is not situated beside this road, also have to endure
similar sufferings.

As rickshaw-pullers usually avoid the pothole-riddled
road, the duo, students of class-VI of Mirpur Girls Ideal
Laboratory Institute at Mirpur-10, have to walk around 30
minutes every day to reach their school. The distance from
their houses on Mirpur Avenue-5 could otherwise be cov-
ered in 10 minutes by rickshaw.

"Last Wednesday, I had to cross the road, wading through
dirty water up to my knee as there was no rickshaw," Nawrin
said.

Mahmuda Akhtar Dola and Noor Jahan Akhtar Mim,
class-V students of Oxford International School at Mirpur-
10, also suffered owing to the road condition.
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Dirty and stinky water accumulated on Paris Road in Mirpur.

Hasina knew
it betorehand

Tarique on Aug 21
grenade attack

STAR REPORT

BNP Senior Vice Chairman Tarique
Rahman on Sunday said Prime Minister g
Sheikh Hasina was involved in the

August 21 grenade attack on Awami League rally.
Referring to the PM's recent remarks accusing top BNP
and Jamaat leaders of being directly involved in the grisly
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Education faces

wrath of floods

300 rural schools shut down

STAR REPORT

With the flood situation remaining static in
most of the northern districts, over 300
schools there have been closed, hampering
education of thousands of students.

Ripon Karmaker, duty officer at Flood
Forecasting and Warning Centre, said the
overall flood situation in the country's north-
west might remain steady in next 72 hours as

the trend of rise of upstream rivers has been

easing and a decrease in rainfall is expected.

Erosion of the Padma disrupted ferry
services at Mawa and Kawrakandi ferry
terminals yesterday, causing huge tailbacks
on both sides of the river.

Some low-lying areas in the capital's
Mirpur and Madartek were flooded yester-
day. The rivers around Dhaka -- the

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

Govt wants
to control
judiciary
Says Khaleda

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia last night said the gov-
ernment is restoring the
parliament's authority to
impeach Supreme Court
judges with an intention to
conceal its misdeeds.

"The government wants
to establish its absolute
control over the judiciary

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Stop bloodshed,
end occupation

Palestinians push for UN deadline
for Israel; Iran to 'arm Palestinians'

AFP, Ramallah, Tehran, Gaza City

The Palestinian leadership is to demand the international
community set a deadline for Israel to end its occupation of
the territories, a senior official told AFP yesterday.

The move comes as Palestinian and world leaders con-
tinue to push for a halt to seven weeks of bloodshed in
(Gaza, and seek a more permanent end to violence between
Israel and the Islamist movement, Hamas.
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Ancient Mayan
cities found in
Mexican jungle

in the region.

Archaeologists have
found two ancient
Mayan cities hidden in
the jungle of southeast-
ern Mexico, and the
lead researcher says he
believes there are 'doz-
ens' more to be found

[van Sprajc, associate
professor at the
Research Center of the
Slovenian Academy of
Sciences and Arts, said
his team found the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

WAR CRIMES SUSPECTS

" The Baily Star 5

Bagerhat

trio to

face 8 charges

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Investigation Agency of International
Crimes Tribunal has found evidences of
involvement of three war crimes suspects of
Bagerhat in crimes against humanity com-
mitted during the country's Liberation War
in 1971.

Investigators brought eight charges in the
final probe report against Sheikh Sirajul
Haque alias Siraj Master, 72, Khan Akram
Hossain, 61, and Abdul Latif Talukdar, 68,
for their involvement in the killing of
around 714 civilians and forced conversion
of 200 Hindus of Bagerhat during the
Liberation War.

The agency yesterday afternoon submit-
ted the final probe report to the Chief

Prosecutor's Office of International Crimes
Tribunal. ASP Helal Uddin, the investiga-
tion officer, began the probe on May 21,
2013.

The trio joined the Razakar Bahini, an
auxiliary force of the Pakistani occupation
army, in 1971 and committed killing, mass
killing, rape, looting, arson and forced
conversion, said the report.

At a press conference at the agency's
Dhanmondi office, Abdul Hannan Khan, a
senior member of the agency, said "There
are many high profile war crimes accused
but the trio surpassed many of them by their
criminality and atrocities."

Another senior member of the agency M
Sanaul Haque said it is not that the agency

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Integral Energy Limited

ONLINE POLL

Do you think that Domestic e
Violence Act 2010 is good enough
to protect women's rights?

® Yes mm (23%)
W No oo (77%)

TOTALVOTES: 107

TODAY' SPOLL

Do you agree with TIB that the
government should seek public
opinion and views from experts
before amending the constitution
to restore the parliament's
authority to impeach SC judges?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
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