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Tragic!

AFP, Algiers

Cameroonian football
player Albert Ebosse died
Saturday after he was hit by
a projectile thrown from
the stands following his
team's loss in the Algerian
football championship,
APS news agency reported.

Ebosse, who was 24, was
declared dead after he was
rushed to a hospital at Tizi
QOuzou, east of the capital
Algiers, where the match
took place.

He scored the lone goal
for his club JS Kabylie in
the home match in what
turned out to be a 2-1
defeat against UISM Alger,
on the second day of the
tournament.

Fans had started throw-
ing objects from the stands
inside the Tizi Ouzou
stadium after the match as
the players were returning
to their changing room.

Ebosse joined ]S Kabylie
in 2013, and was best
scorer in the 2013-2014
championship.

The Algerian interior
ministry ordered an investi-
gation to search for the
culprit.

Meanwhile, the
Confederation of African
Football (CAF) have called
for "exemplary sanctions”
following the death of
Ebosse.

Mercury to
rise at the
Etihad

AFP, Manchester
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Bayer Leverkusen forward Karim Bellaribi (R) fires in a ninth-second goal, which is a Bundesliga record, against homeside Borussia Dortmund
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Manchester City and
Liverpool will renew their
rivalry beneath the Etihad
Stadium floodlights on
Monday in the first major
head-to-head encounter of
the fledgling Premier
League season.

When the teams last met,
at Anfield in April, a late
Philippe Coutinho goal gave
Liverpool a 3-2 victory that
left them on course for a first
league title since 1990.

But with the finishing
line in sight, Brendan
Rodgers's side collapsed,
allowing City to creep up
on the rails and pip them
to the title by two points.

Liverpool's late-season
slump was particularly
traumatic for captain
Steven Gerrard, whose slip
against Chelsea allowed
Demba Ba to score a goal
that allowed City back into
the title race.

Bolt skips
Zurich meet

THE GUARDIAN

Bellarabi's 9th second stunner

AFP, Berlin

Bayer Leverkusen's
-F. Karim Bellarabi hit the
Bundesliga's fastest

BUNDES ..., goal to help con-
LIGA demn title hopefuls

Borussia Dortmund to
a 2-0 defeat in their opening game
on Saturday.

The Leverkusen attacker struck
after just nine seconds and then
set up Stefan Kiessling in injury
time as the visitors won in
Dortmund for the second season
in arow.

Bellarabi's strike was two sec-
onds quicker than the previous

record held by Bayern Munich's
Giovane Elber and Leverkusen's
Ulf Kirsten, both of whom scored
in the 11th second of a Bundesliga
game.

The visitors needed just three
passes after the kick-off to find the
net. Sebastian Boenisch picked out
Bellarabi on the edge of the penalty
area and he turned inside Matthias
Ginter before firing beyond
Mitchell Langerak.

Dortmund were shellshocked
and Leverkusen gave them little
time to find their rhythm.

New recruit Hakan Calhanoglu
drove a free-kick wide for
Leverkusen before Boenisch
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screwed a shot well off target.

Last season's runners-up
improved after the interval but
Leno brilliantly saved a header
from Ginter with six minutes
remaining and denied Ciro

Immobile a debut goal in the final
minute of normal time.

Kiessling then sealed the win
five minutes into stoppage time
after Bellarabi won the ball from
from Dortmund left-back Erik
Durm.

Schalke were dumped out of the
German Cup by third division
Dynamo Dresden on Monday but
Klaas Jan-Huntelaar's goal looked
set to give them victory on Saturday
at Hanover.

Last season the Dutch striker's
12 goals helped Schalke finish
third and he opened his account
for the new campaign 90 seconds
into the second half.

Usain Bolt has pulled out
of the Weltklasse Diamond
League meeting in Zurich
on Thursday, organisers
have announced.

The Jamaican, who
clocked 9.98sec in Warsaw
on Saturday night in only
his second individual race
of an injury-hampered
season, has opted to bring
an early end to his cam-
paign. Zurich had been his
last scheduled competition.

A statement from the
organisers said Bolt's
coach, Glen Mills, was
satisfied with the sprinter's
performances on his come-
back from the foot injury
which had delayed his start
to the season, but “feels it
is now time to shut it down
while he is healthy and
injury free with a view on
his preparations for the
2015 season”.

The world's fastest man
has competed only four
times in 2014, twice at the
Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow as he anchored
Jamaica to 4x100m relay
gold, on the Copacabana
beach in Rio de Janeiro in
the Mano a Manorace
where he won in 10.06sec
and then in Warsaw, where
his time was an unofficial
world best for an indoor
100m.
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A draw for
Van Gaal

AFP, London

¥

Manchester United secured their first
Premier League point under Louis van Gaal,
but were still left searching for a first com-
petitive win of the Dutchman's reign, after a
1-1 draw away to Sunderland on Sunday:.

United, fresh from their shock 2-1 defeat by Swansea at
Old Trafford on the opening day last weekend, took a 17th-
minute lead at the Stadium of Light when Juan Mata turned
in Antonio Valencia's cross.

But former Manchester City midfielder Jack Rodwell
equalised for Sunderland in the 30th minute when he
headed in Seb Larsson's corner after evading marker Robin
van Persie,

Gus Poyet's side caused a huge upset by winning 1-0 at
Old Trafford in May as part of a 'great escape' that saw the
north-east side avoid relegation.

But despite the urging of their Uruguayan manager,
Sunderland couldn't manage a second goal, and nor could
United, with van Gaal havin
said in midweek the te:m% RESU LTS
would need a "miracle" to Hull1{Jelavic42) Stoke 1 (Shawcross 54)
win the league this season. Sunderland 1 (Rodwell 30) Manchester

"The purpose of the game United1{Mata17}) ;
sty eroate niore chatices s Tottenham 4 (Chadli 12, 37, Dier 30,
score goals," Van Gaal told Adebayor 65) GPR 0
BBC Radio Five.

"We haven't created more chances, but in the second half
we were more dominant than we were against Swansea.
That's a plus, but we have to create more from that domi-
nance.

Sunderland boss Poyet added: "A point is fair, I think so.
We conceded a goal against the run of play a little bit.

"It's important we started better than last year (season)
and that was key."

Earlier, Nacer Chadli scored twice as Tottenham Hotspur
ensured there was no happy return to White Hart Lane for
Harry Redknapp as they beat their former manager's
Queens Park Rangers side 4-0.

Meanwhile 10-man Hull draw 1-1 at home to Stoke.

Chadli put Spurs ahead in the 12th minute when he
thrashed home Emmanuel Adebayor's cross from six yards
out.

Defender Eric Dier doubled Spurs' lead with his second
goal in as many matches when he headed in Erik Lamela's
corner at the near post on the half hour.

Tottenham went 3-0 up in the 37th minute.

BARCIAYS

D1 Maria exit imminent

AFP, Madrid

: ‘ ~ Rooney.
"'.1 _ hrgeptllne midfielder Angel di "Di Maria hasn't trained, it is not official
"taw,,.j | Maria’s EEPECFEd move 10 byt the transfer is very close,” Ancelotti said
| . Manchester United should be  3head of his side's La Liga opener against
E completed in the coming CordobaonMonday.
days, Real Madrid boss Carlo "I thank him for what he has given this

Ancelotti confirmed on Sunday.

Di Maria had previously expressed his
desire to leave the European champions ¢lub.
before the end of the transfer window and
he is on the verge of a move to United.

However, the Old Trafford club is facing a
significant price tag if it is to secure the sig-
nature of the 26-year-old winger.

Madrid is aiming to receive somewhere
in the region of 80 million to 90 million
euros for Di Maria, though the initial fee
paid by United could be lower with bonuses
and add-ons supplementing the deal.

Di Maria, meanwhile, could pocket a 6
million euro signing-on fee and sign a
five-year contract worth close to the

him luck.”

375,000 euros a week earned by Wayne

club. Personally I had a fantastic relation-
ship with him and he did great work for this

"It was his decision. The club has done
everything possible to make him stay. [ wish

Di Maria was the man-of-the-match as
Real claimed their 10th European Cup with
a 4-1 win over Atletico Madrid back in May
to cap a fine season.

Ancelotti insisted, though, that Sami
Khedira will not be leaving over the next
week despite having under 12 months left
on his contract.

"He is happy and he will stay. He is very
important for the team."

Bilbao beaten

AFP, Madrid

Champions League hopefuls Athletic Bilbao

" got their La Liga campaign off to a poor start

. @ ‘ as they were beaten 1-0 at Malaga on

‘ Saturday.

. Liverpool loanee Luis Alberto scored the
only goal of the game as he tapped home the

I_FP rebound after Gorka Iraizoz had saved his
penalty 10 minutes before half-time.

The hosts ended the game with nine men after Duda and
Vitorino Antunes saw late red cards, but they held on as
Iraizoz had a stunning stoppage time equaliser controver-
sially ruled out for offside.

Athletic will be hoping for an immediate response when
they host Napoli in the second leg of their Champions
League qualifier at home on Wednesday with the tie locked
at 1-1 from the first leg.

Valencia began their new era under owner Peter Lim with
a 1-1 draw at Sevilla thanks to a late equaliser from Lucan
Orban.

Sevilla, who are heavily fancied to take the fourth
Champions League place this season, had gone in front a
minute before half-time as debutant Aleix Vidal smashed
home from close range.

However, Valencia responded after the break and despite
having Rodrigo de Paul sent-off were level two minutes from
time when Orban bundled the ball home from a corner.

Espanyol also rescued a draw at Almeria at the death as
Sergio Garcia's effort in the 13th minute of stoppage time
handed them a 1-1 draw at Almeria.

The game had been delayed by a floodlight failure after
Fernando Soriano had fired Almeria into a 52nd minute lead.

And the Catalans made the most of the added time as
Garcia's effort trickled into the far corner with virtually the
last kick of the game to salvage a point.

Granada were the other winners of the opening day of
the campaign as they game from behind to beat newly pro-
moted Deportivo la Coruna at Nuevo Los Carmenes.

Balotelli set
for EPL

return

THE GUARDIAN

Mario Balotelli is set to seal
his return to the Premier
League within the next few
days following constructive
talks with Brendan
Rodgers. Liverpool have
agreed a £16m fee with
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Milan for the Italy interna-
tional and a three-year
contract worth a basic
£80,000-a-week plus
£40,000 in performance
and behaviour incentives.

The deal, however, was
dependent on the
Liverpool manager being
convinced of Balotelli's
willingness to develop at
Anfield and it is under-
stood their meeting at
Melwood training ground
on Friday progressed well.
The 24-year-old had the
second part of his medical
on Saturday before return-
ing to Italy and is expected
back on Merseyside to
complete the transfer on
Sunday or Monday. His
contract includes an option
for Liverpool to keep the
former Internazionale and
Manchester City forward
for a fourth year.
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