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When trust i1s lost

Several dozen protesters gathered
Wednesday outside the St Louis County
prosecutor's office, calling for Ferguson
police officer Darren Wilson to stand trial
for the death of Michael Brown. Inside, a
12-member grand jury began hearing
evidence in the case.

Nearby, US Attorney General Eric
Holder, on a day trip from Washington,
mingled with Ferguson community lead-
ers and residents.

But so deep is the lack of trust among
African-Americans in their nation's crimi-
nal justice system that many dread the
idea that Wilson, 28, a police officer for
six years, might get off scot-free.

"I honestly believe this is the beginning
of a cover-up," said Jerryl Christmas, a ‘ ' ' -
well-known African-American lawyer, amid “Hands up, don't shoot”. Fargusun has turned the gasture into a defiant symbol.
growing calls for McCulloch - whom
critics say has a track record over two
decades in office of not going after police
wrongdoing -- to be pulled off the case.

Nationally, "although black men made

course of arrest, and the majority of these
deaths were homicides," the American
Civil Liberties Union has reported.

"It's hard for a community to have
confidence in a system that only prose-
cutes them, " said Christmas, a one-time

Christmas pinned part of the blame on  high school students are far more likely to
a significant lack of African-Americans in  be arrested than white classmates, the
key positions throughout the criminal liberal Center for American Progress think
justice system. tank has noted.

According to a Justice Department Jess Luby, who came down from
report, blacks as well as Hispanics are Minnesota with fellow activists, said she

SHOOTING O
MICHAEL BROWN

Michael Brown was visiting his grandmother when he was

shot by police officer Darren Wilson in Ferguson, Missouri,

on August 9. He graduated from Normandy High School in

St Louis in the spring this year, and was scheduled to start
classes at a Missouri trade college.
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three times more likely to be searched was 23 years old when she was pulled over
during a traffic stop than whites, and four late one night for alleged careless driving.
times as likely to experience the use of She said she spent two years fighting
force in encounters with police. the charges, which were finally dropped

Statistics also indicate that one in three last month. "They try to suck you into the
African-American males can expect to system, " she told AFP, "and that's why
spend some time in prison, while black people don't want to fight it."

prosecutor and a leader of Wednesday's
orderly protest.

"As African-Americans, we have to tell
our kids, when they get to a certain age,
up only 27.8 percent of all persons our male children, how to deal with the
arrested from 2003-2009, they made up police" -- a conversation not heard in
31.8 percent of all persons who died in the white American families, he said.

The unarmed teenager was shot at least six times, including
twice in the head, an autopsy has found. One of the bullets
entered the top of Brown's skull, suggesting his head was
bent forward when it struck him and caused a fatal injury.

Source: Vox.com: New York Times
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Get back! Get back!

An officer who pointed a semi- The county police department The St Louis County Police

A protestor leads marchers as they confront police.
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automatic assault rifle at a Ferguson,
Missouri, protester and threatened
to kill him -- a tense episode caught
on video and posted online -- is off
the job, at least for now.

The St Louis County Police
Department announced Wednesday
that a police officer from St Ann,
Missouri, "has been relieved of duty
and suspended indefinitely" over
the incident.

laid out its version of the more
recent incident, which happened
shortly before midnight Tuesday.
This account jibed with video later
posted to YouTube.

In the video, an officer can be
seen walking around with his
assault rifle raised, then pointing it
in the direction of protesters.

"I'm going to f--king kill you," he
says. "Get back! Get back!”

described the protester involved in
what it deemed "a verbal exchange"
to be "peaceful.” Another man in
the crowd then says out loud, "Did
you threaten to kill him?" The offi-
cer is asked for his name, to which
he responds: "Go f--k yourself."
Protesters proceed to mock the
officer before he's led away by
another member of law enforcement.
Source: CNN, August 21

A police officer chases a demonstrator.



