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98 of 491 witnesses testify till now

SHAKHAWAT LITON and
CHAITANYA CHANDRA
HALDER

Late president Zillur Rahman
had sought justice, not mere
sympathy, for the gruesome
murder of his wife Ivy
Rahman.

In an emotion-choked
voice, he made this appeal at
the qulkhwani held three
days after her death.

Ivy, a wveteran politician
and women affairs secretary
of the Awami League, was
critically injured in the August
21 grisly grenade attack on an
AL rally in the capital. She succumbed to her
injuries three days after the explosions.

Around four and a half years after Ivy's
death, the AL rode to power in January
2009. The following month, the veteran AL
leader, Zillur Rahman, was elected to the
nation's presidency.

The changeover of power could not,
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however, end his agonising
wait for justice. President
Zillur Rahman breathed his
last in March last year, his
appeal for justice yet to be
fulfilled.

Thus it is that justice for the
families of the victims of the
grisly grenade attack remains a
distant cry even a decade after
the gruesome killings.

This is because of the dirty
politics pursued by the then
BNP-led government and,
later, the snail's pace in the
conduct of the trial of such a
high profile case.

Since the beginning of the trial in 2008
and till yesterday, the court had recorded the
statements of only 98 of 491 witnesses.

If statements of the remaining witnesses
need to be recorded, one may easily foresee
how much more time will be required for
the job to be done.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, then leader of the opposition, and late president Zillur Rahman in tears. Zillur lost his
wife Awami League leader lvy Rahman in the grenade attack of August 21, 2004, and Hasina narrowly escaped with

injuries. The photo was taken at Paltan Maidan when the two were on stage in October 2004.
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TIMELINE

2004 [BNP in Power]|
Aug 21
® At 5:22pm, Islamic mili-
tant outfit Huji carries out
the grenade attack on an
Awami League rally in
Dhaka, killing 24 people
and injuring 300 more.
Sheikh Hasina narrowly
escapes assassination.
® Attackers leave the spot
safely, reportedly with the
help of the administration
and the law enforcement
agencies.
® Hasina blames the BNP-
led government for the
attack and asks it to quit.
® AL activists hold angry
protests.
Aug 22
® Shock waves run through
AL. Party activists stage
protests and clash with
police in the capital. Police
file a case with Motijheel
Police Station in connection
with the grenade attack and
investigate fora day only.

SEE PAGE 2 COL1

All ALwanted  Back from death,

Minutes after massacre

Mind still numb, heart bleeds at the
way state-sponsored terror struck

INAM AHMED

Walking through the busy, rain-soaked
Bangabandhu Avenue yesterday, it was
almost impossible to picture what had
happened here 10 years ago.

Behind this scene of the hawkers selling
sugarcane juice, the shuttered up shops and
those ochre painted buildings lies a terrible
moment of tragedy when scores of grenades
were showered on Awami League President

Sheikh Hasina and the entire top leadership
of her party.

As I reached the spot minutes after the
grenade attack on August 21, 2004, this busy
avenue had turned into a mangled disaster
scene. The truck on which Hasina was stand-
ing when the grenades were thrown lay
there, its wooden sides splintered away.

Personal possessions lay trampled on the
road -- purses and vanity bags, umbrellas

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

An unexploded grenade among shoes and a body on Bangabandhu Avenue right after

the carnage on August 21, 2004.
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was to rally
against militan
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They had gathered there to raise their voices against blasts
only to fall victim to the most gruesome terrorist attack in
the history of Bangladesh.

Around 25,000 leaders and activists of the then main
opposition Awami League had turned up at the party central
office on Bangabandhu Avenue on that black Saturday to
protest against a series of blasts in Sylhet that had killed
several people.

AL chief Sheikh Hasina joined the rally on August 21,
2004, injecting vigour among party activists aggrieved by
the killing of their comrades across the country, including
lawmaker Ahsanullah Master earlier in May.

But it was beyond their worst nightmare that they them-
selves would come under an appalling attack on a political
programme, which was organised to protest such acts of
violence, and lose two dozen colleagues.

[t was 5:22pm, that fateful moment, when a wave of
srenades were hurled at the rally of Hasina, then leader of
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Everyone thought they
were dead as they lay like
corpses on the spot of the
August 21 grenade attack.
They survived, however,
proving doctors and rescu-
ers wrong, but with a life
they feel not worth living.

Even after 10 years, the
miraculous return to life
feels like a curse to Rashida
Akhter Ruma and
Mahbuba Parvin, two of
the badly injured victims of
the attack. Still today, they
carry hundreds of splinters
in their bodies.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

tants only to suffer

Ruma

FREE PLANE TICKET
SEMINAR ONHOW TOD
CHOOLE YOUR CAREER
PATHWAY TO 100 %
SEHOLARIHIP AT

= 130 AM

- 3.00 PM

- 430 PM

23:«AUGUST 2014

10.00 am - 7.00 pm

Ruposhi Bangla Hotel
(former LIHI Sheraton
Haotel), 1 Minto Road, 7, Gulshar
Unaka (Behind DCC Marke Il

Centrp

24, AUGUST 2014
9.00 am - 5.00 pm

Spectra meenﬁmn

On the spot
scholarships available!

brimg photocepies af your sriginal
certificates and passport

25+ AUGUST 2014
10.00 am - 6.00 pm

TMS Sc:hc:larh. C}fhc:t,-
I ‘] @ '_':II.-.._- .-:.i [ JPENEN

Pl
a1 I L]

EBL Bank Building

Partichpating Instiwtions

D

international

HERIOT

SUWATT ERICAN

COLLEGE

Best Bank
in Bangladesh

*The award is won in the local bank category.
To know more, please visit: www.euromoney.com

. NG
OI\ITI_ITI_% ]

City Bank is named the ‘Best Bank in Bangladesh™ by
Euromoney, one of the world’s leading financial
publications. This is the first year of Euromoney’s
extending the award to Bangladesh and City Bank is

proud to be the inaugural winner.
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1 Euromoeny’s official citation reads: “during
' of political and economic ms’rc:bllrly,
Bangladesh thrived. Across a rang _;_:‘!’a'-f- O

City Bank embraced changs
struggled to match.”
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