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Log onto any classifieds site and look for a particular
car: the AE100 Corolla. One of the most successful
models ever sold by Toyota, it offers exceptional resale
value, associated with a parts availability which is still
unmatched to this day, more than 20 years on.

A Corolla 100 in good condition with an average
level of spec will cost you from 5.5 to 7 lakh taka,
which is good news for both the buyer and the seller.
It might even be turned into a popular saying, that
“You never make a loss on a Corolla 100", Maintain
your early 90's Corolla with proper, loving care and
you can run it for decades without any major trouble,
and maintenance is surprisingly affordable for such an
old car.

QOur feature car today is a base model Corolla DX.
Imran Masud Ov, the owner, is a doctor by profession,
and uses the 100 as a daily driver. Now, what's so
surprising about a Corolla 100 being daily driven?

Imran's Corolla is a bit special. It started life as the
cheapest, most basic Corolla in the range, without
power options like windows and mirrors. To open a
window you reach for the wind-down knobs on each
door, while the doorcards themselves are basic and
spartan, a theme reflected around the interior. It didn't
have an RPM meter, and was powered by a small 1.3
liter 4EFE engine. It was a fuel efficient, reliable little
car, faithfully performing all the duties asked of it with
a rabid enthusiasm and fervour usually attributed to a
tireless pet. Imran, following in the footsteps of Shahid
Arman, his dear friend and doctor colleague (owner of
the sublime, stanced EE90 Corolla featured in this
issue), he set about making the 100 nicer to look at
and drive,
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Last year in mid-2013, the humble Corolla DX
received a heart transplant. The 1.3 4EFE was thrown
out in favour of the ultimate go-to engine for
Bangladeshi performance upgrades: a blacktop 4AGE.
Twin cam, 20 valves, quad throttles, and a high
compression ratio extract around 160 horsepower from
a relatively small 1.6 liter 4 cylinder block, giving a
great compromise between power, engine response, and
relative fuel efficiency. An Aerospeed crank pulley
lightens up the pulley system, offering better engine
response and higher load capability, while an
aftermarket air intake frees up the engine's breathing.
Since the car was always going to be for daily driving,
the transmission choice was obvious: an automatic.

Next up was the stance. Again, daily driving could
not be sacrificed, so with that in mind, a set of ZerOne
springs was used to lower the car just enough to get the
wheels to sit almost flush with the fenders. The wheel
choice goes perfectly with the overall appearance of the
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Toyota Corolla 90

Finding ways to improve on a recipe cooked almost 20
plus years ago is a bit difficult. When it comes to cars,
and pseudo classics at that, its best to keep it simple,
clean and classy. Shahid Arman may not own the most
powerful or the most aggressive E90 Corolla in town,
but when you consider the subtlety and finesse with
which this project car was built, you have to rank it as
one of the best.

Cleanliness is hard to pull off, although some might
think its easy. Its all about finding all the right parts,
and keeping a sharp eye out for parts that will enhance
the flavor of the original car, as opposed to sticking on
the first things you find on the hunt for parts. Its all
exemplified in the way the E90 looks and feels.

The appearance was kept as stock as possible. A
Sprinter X90 front bumper cleaned up the face of the
car, giving it a square edged, handsome look that you

will not find in other 90 Corollas. It's a simple, yet very
effective modification, and it goes a long way in
refreshing an old car. The paint, a glossy white, is of a
very high standard, smoothly laid out over the
surprisingly straight but aging body panels. Combine
that with the eye opening stance and wheel setup, and
you have a killer 90 which turns heads but leaves the
non-car guys scratching their heads as to why they find
this unassuming Corolla so alluring,.

ZerOne springs lower the car aggressively over the
wheels, which are genuine 15inch Enkei items shod in
high profile Yokohama rubber. The wheel and tire
setup, combined with the slightly staggered and
lowered suspension give the Corolla a distinct Touring
Car look. To match the road racer looks is an engine
and gearbox conversion that is quite popular, because
it has been tried and tested so many times. Under the
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car. The white body and black bumpers contrast
brilliantly with the black wheels and polished lips, and
the amber signal lights with blacked out headlight
housings give it a distinctive OEM+ look, a style of car
customization extremely popular in Europe and parts
of Japan.,

Whether you want to liven up the performance and
appearance of a Corolla or just want a car that is
extremely reliable, cheap to maintain and fuel efficient
to boot, its hard to ignore the Corolla 100. In recent
years prices have begun falling as the later model 110
and 111 Corollas flood the used car market, but that's
good news. While everyone else is looking for a newer,
more expensive car, why not go for an older car with so
many plus points?
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hood is a Blacktop 4AGE, with Aerospeed crank pulley,
air intake, oil cooler, NGK plugs and wires all added for
a little extra oomph. Getting the power to the ground is
a 6 speed manual gearbox, with an Exedy organic
clutch and pressure plate.

A doctor by profession, Shahid Arman's love for old
Corollas know no bounds. Its an affordable way to get
your fix of performance and tuned cars without
blowing all your money on Evolutions and Imprezas.
It's also a resounding testament to the fact that no
matter how many new cars enter the market, there will
always be a certain section of the car scene continuing
these old workhorses and refreshing them with tasteful
modifications and proper maintenance. Like the 100
Corolla featured in today's issue, the 90 Corolla is a
very good option if you think newer cars are not really
worth the price you pay for them. What do you get if
you choose this alternative? Boatloads of presence,
character, and faithful reliability.
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Everyone is upgrading to a newer model these days.
Cars, too, although less frequently than phones or
laptops, obviously. While we run reviews and test
drives of brand new and reconditioned cars quite
often to appease the car buying crowd, once in a
while, we have to force our readers to look at blasts
from the past. The two Corollas featured in today's
issue are undoubtedly cool, and as an added
benefit, they're both very good consumer options if
you're on a budget. Dhaka is filled with people
who can't afford anything beyond an old car, so we
bring you two of the most reliable ones, and how
to make them cool and hip at the same time. Solid
consumer advice, this.

- Shaer Reaz, Sub-editor, Shift.

Corrigendum

Last week we ran a comparison between the new Toyota Yaris
and Honda City. We mistakenly stated the gasoline-only Yaris
sold by Navana has a CVT transmission, although it doesn't.
This was a mixup with another Yaris we test drove - the 1.3
hybrid. Only the hybrid has a CVT, not the regular gasoline
model on sale in Bangladesh.

We posted a few
spotting of SUVs
this week on our
fan page, with a
wide range of
subjects. A Y60
Nissan Patrol with
a striking colour
combo, a blacked
out Audi Q7, the

all new Range Rover, and a
hulking Lexus LX brought
in a torrent of likes.

On the other end of the
spectrum, our fans had a
love/hate relationship
with the Alfa Romeo MiTo,
a small, sporty, funky
hatchback which divided
opinions on its looks.
Some said it looked like a
mouse, that it was

horrendous
looking, while
others said it was
a beautiful piece
of Italian (albeit
faulty)
engineering.
Come join the
fun on our official
Facebook page!
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CHERY AUTOMOBILES

Chery Automobile co., Itd. was founded on January 1997
in China. The first car came off the production line in
December 1999. At present Chery possesses an annual
production capacity of 900,000 units of cars and engines,
and 450,000 sets of transmission units, Currently there
are 20 models of Chery passenger vehicles in the market.
Chery has passed ISO9001, ISO/TS16949 of TUV & other
international quality system certification. With the
product development goals Chery believe safe, energy
saving and environmentally friendly vehicles with zero
defect are the way forward. Chery has a strong R&D team
of more than 6000 people, with bringing their products
to a globalized world as their strategic goal. Chery
become the first Chinese auto manufacturer to export
CBU, CKD, engines and car manufacturing technology to
foreign countries. Chery exported their cars to more than
80 countries with 12 overseas factories currently
operational. Chery has been the top Chinese vehicles
exporter with 700,000 units sold up to June 2012, Chery
has been ranked the first among all Chinese independent
auto brands for the last 11 consecutive years and was
identified as China's largest passenger vehicles exporter
for the last 9 consecutive years. The popularity and
reputation of Chery brands are on the rise day by day.

The sole distributor of Bangladesh is Techno
Automobiles, 2, Monipuripara, Shangsad Avenue,
Tejgoan, Dhaka-1212,

CHERY QQ3 car

» A mini car for the young-hearted
» Power steering & power windows
» Central door locking system

» Front & rear seat belts

» Electric Rear view mirror

» Sun Roof
> Leather seat
» Great Fuel economy.
» Flexible boot space

My Smile

Versatility at your Choice for brand new vehicles

5-Seater SUV
Tiggo 2.0 AT

» Multifunction steering wheel
» Cruise control, ABS With EBD

After Sales SERVICES & Available SPARE PARTS

Email : technoautomobiles@yahoo.com|www.facebook.com/cherybang

Pls Visit :

» High Fuel efficiency with low maintenance cost

» A new standard for Safety & Quality.

» Adjustable seats for comfortable and easy driving
» Four door lock remote control

» Double tone horn

» Dial instrument

» Duel AC & All power

TECHNO Automobiles

Z Monipuripara, shangsad Avenua, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215
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