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New scheme
alms to save
farmland

Govt designs Tk 424cr
project to build multi-
storey houses in 7 villages

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The government is looking to save agricultural land from
further shrinkage through constructing multi-storeyed

buildings in villages.

Initially, the project will be implemented on pilot basis
in seven villages across the country. Four-storeyed buildings
will be constructed in each village to accommodate all

families living there.

The Tk 424-crore pilot project, “Palli Janapad”, designed
to be completed by June 2017 will be placed at the meeting
of the Executive Committee of the National Economic

Council (Ecnec) today.

Villages will be selected from seven divisions based on
some criteria, including inhabitants having a higher ten-
dency towards building houses on agricultural land, a good
number of them working abroad and sending handsome
amounts of remittance and scope for acquiring necessary

land for the project.

The villages whose residents are able to pay 30 percent of the
construction cost in one instalment in advance and agree to
share a building for living will be brought under the project.

In the model “Janapad” (locality), there will be play-
grounds for children and walking trails for elderly people.

The buildings will have spacious doors and windows and
separate toilets, baths and basins for each family. Poultry
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A portion of Rajakhali canal is grabbed with tin fences at the point where it meets the Karnaphuli. The canal in Chittagong is crucial for draining out rainwater. Due to

SEE PAGE 2 coL 5 | encroachment in several parts of the water body, the port city experiences massive waterlogging whenever it rains. The photo was taken yesterday. rHoTO: ANURUP KANTI DAS
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think UGCis doing
its part in streamlining the
mismanagement of several

private universities?

® Yes mm (18%)
& No s (82%)

TOTAL VOTES: 148

TODAY'SPOLL

Do you think the new
broadcasting policy would
curb the independence of

the media?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT

l\._ www.thedailystar.net /
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Rescuers battle
to clear debris

Death toll 398 in China quake

AFP, LONGTOUSHAN, China

Rescuers laid out bodies in the streets yesterday after at least
398 people were killed by an earthquake in China, leaving
the idyllic mountain landscape littered with scenes of dev-
astation and sparking a huge rescue effort.

More than 18,000 rescuers were deployed in the disaster
zone in the southwestern province of Yunnan, where nearly
80,000 houses were destroyed and 124,000 more seriously
damaged, the official news agency Xinhua said.

In Longtoushan, at the epicentre of the quake, a volun-
teer gently placed the body of a one-year-old infant next to
an eight-year-old, near other small corpses.

Each one was wrapped in dirty blankets and old clothes
tied with string to anything resembling a stretcher -- a lad-
der, two branches, or planks of wood -- as rain fell from
darkened skies.

"There are about 70 to 80 bodies here," one women
shouted helplessly.

"We cannot move them because the roads are all blocked,”
said a man, as more bodies were recovered from the rubble
and placed on the dirty pathway, an AFP reporter saw.

The village sits at the end of a road from the urban centre
of Ludian that winds through treacherous cliffs with signs of
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Modi reveals he
has Nepalese
foster son

AFP, Kathmandu

When
India's
Prime
Minister
Narendra
Modi
travelled
this week
to
Kathmandu on a historic
visit, he stunned observers
by bringing along a sur-
prise guest, his Nepalese
foster son.

The 63-year-old prime
minister is known to be
extremely secretive about his
personal life, and only
acknowledged he was mar-
ried a month before winning
national elections in May.

But in a rare display of
openness, Modi posted a
series of tweets about the

previously unknown Jeet
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WAR CRIMES ACCUSED ATM AZHAR

Trial at closing stage

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The war crimes case against Jamaat
leader ATM Azharul Islam has entered
the closing argument stage on comple-
tion of cross-examination of the lone
defence witness of the case at the
International Crimes Tribunal-1.

The three-member tribunal yester-
day fixed August 18 to hear arguments
of both the prosecution and defence
on evidence and legal points.

Meanwhile, the tribunal on the day

rejected a petition filed by the defence to
accept the daily Sangram's two reports
upon which the tribunal had earlier
issued contempt rule against four peo-
ple, including the daily's editor.

On Sunday, defence witness
Anwarul Haque, also Azharul's
nephew-in-law, placed some docu-
ments before the tribunal to prove the
war crimes accused innocent.

Azharul, assistant secretary general
of Jamaat-e-Islami, faces six charges for
his alleged involvement in crimes

against humanity and genocide during
the Liberation Warin 1971.

During the cross-examination,
prosecutor Zead Al Malum suggested
that the witness [Anwarul] was
involved in the politics of Islami
Chhatra Shibir (the student wing of
Jamaat) and is now a leader of Jamaat's
Kotwali thana committee in Rangpur.

However, Anwarul said it was not true,

In reply to another suggestion,
Anwarul said it was not true that there
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