DHAKA SUNDAY AUGUST 3, 2014

People travelling back to the capital on a packed train disembark at Kamalapur Railway Station yesterday. The return rush of the Dhaka city residents, who spent their Eid
holidays outside the capital, has peaked with the city expected to return to its usual hustle and bustle today.
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India grants Taslima
residential visa

CITY DESK F

Controversial Bangladeshi |
author Taslima Nasreen yester- £
day said the Indian government &
had decided to grant her a
residential visa, reported
NDTV.com.

Earlier in the day, Nasreen met
Home Minister Rajnath Singh,
requesting him that she be
allowed to stay in India for a longer period.

"lam very happy. I am very grateful to the government for
allowing me to live in this country,” she told NDTV. "I feel at
home in India," she added.

Nasreen had expressed her anguish after the govern-
ment on Wednesday refused her a one-year visa giving
instead a temporary permission to stay in India for two
months.

Following her outburst on a social networking site,
support for her had been pouring from various quarters
with Press Council of India Chairperson and former
Supreme Court judge Markandey Katju demanding a
permanent visa for the 52-year-old who has been living in
self-exile since 1994,

Katju yesterday welcomed the government's decision to
grant Nasreen a residential visa.

The author went into self-exile in 1994 in the face of
death threats from Muslim fanatics for writing her novel
"Lajja", which they claimed hurt religious sentiments.

She took refuge in Kolkata in 2004. But after violent
protests in the city in November 2007, the erstwhile Left
Front government whisked her away to New Delhi where
she has been living since then.

"l am a Bengali writer but I am not allowed to stay in
Bangladesh and West Bengal. I would be very happy if I am
allowed to stay in Kolkata," she said yesterday.

Man arrested with

d

in Gazipur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

I'1Ims, 4Iinino

A man was arrested with an unlicensed pistol, 11 rounds of
bullets and two magazines in bus station area of Kapasia
upazila in Gazipur early yesterday, said police.

Nazmul Hasan alias Belo, 42, son of late Gias Uddin Bepary
of Latifpur in Sreepur upazila, was joint secretary of pro-Awami
League Bangladesh Krishak League's Gazipur district unit,
said central committee Vice-President Akber Ali Chowdhury:.

Ahsan Ullah, officer-in-charge Kapasia Police Station,
said Nazmul was also the main accused in a case filed for

kill

Nazmul along with his two associates were going to his
Kapasia residence from Latifpur in Sreepur riding a motor-
cycle, he said.

On suspicion, a police team patrolling the area chased

the

Later, the arms and ammunition and the motorbike were
seized from Nazmul, the OC said.
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Four years passed, trial

yet to begin

some BCL leaders, wishing anonymity,

ing local Jatiya Party leader Abdullah Al Mamun.

m and held Nazmul while the other two fled, he added.

Two and a half years after the killing of
Faruk Hossain, a Bangladesh Chhatra
League activist of Rajshahi University, in
February 2010, police charged 110 Jamaat-
Shibir men, including Jamaat chief Motiur
Rahman Nizami. And two more years
have passed, but the trial is yet to begin.
The complainant of the case
Mazedul Islam Opu, then general
secretary of RU unit BCL, said police
did not take the case seriously, while,

alleged that police were making the
delay in exchange for bribes from
Jamaat-Shibir men.

Echoing the BCL leaders, a lawyer of
the Rasjhahi district judge's court, said
accusing so many people might have
been "a technique to take bribes" from
the accused.

Several legal experts in Rajshahi said
accusation of a large number of people
"destroys the merit of a case" and
"weakens a case".

They suspected a motive behind the
charging of so many people in the case
and blamed this for the delay. "Actu-
ally, it doesn't take a hundred people
to a kill a single person,” said a crimi-
nal law expert. Police might have a
motive to harass the accused and make
money in the process, he told The
Daily Star, seeking anonymity.

Mahmud Reza, a lawyer at Rajshahi
district judge’s court, said, "It will take =
alot of time to frame charges against
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5 =
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