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ENTERTAINMENT

Selim Al Deen's

65th birth

anniversary

Swapnadal to hold
five-day long festival

Heritage Site

Gouripur House

needs urgent attention

sub-continent such as Enayet Khan (father of Ustad continued at the house till 1985. After constructing a new
Vilayat Khan), Mohammad Ali Khan, the heir of classical  building for bank's principal office in 1985, the house was
master Tansen; Ustad Masid Khan, Ustad Uzir Khan, Hafiz left abandoned, according to sources.

Ali Khan, Dabir Khan performed at functions organised in During a visit, this correspondent discovered that five
Gouripur, rooms on the second floor are being used as a 'guest

Brajendra Kishore's son Birendra Kishore Roy house' for senior officials and their bearers, and as a
Chowdhury, a classical maestro was also adept at musical  kitchen. It is hazardous to cook food on the second floor
instruments like Surbahar, Sursringar, Esraj and Beena. of such a historical house, said insiders.

Birendra published a monthly newspaper 'Sangeet Bigyan On a request to hand over the house to Department of
Probeshika' from Kolkata. He wrote two books on classi- Archeology (DoA), a senior official of the bank said the
cal music -- “The status of Tansen in Hindustan Music” house was the bank's property and they could not transfer
and “Raga Sangeet”. it to DoA.

During the British regime, the house was very regal with While the DoA expressed interest a few years ago in
presence of zamindars, and should be preserved as a part  taking the house under its wing, the bank authorities did
of history of architecture, said centenarian Sohrab Uddin not respond, said Dr. Ataur Rahman, regional director of
Sarker, a resident of Char Gobindapur village in DoA.

Mymensingh sadar. According to the Antiquities Act-1968, the house is a

After partition in 1947, the house was used as a branch  national heritage now as it is a 100-year-old structure and
of National Bank of Pakistan. Later, the house was madea no quarter can demand it as their own property, said an
branch of Sonali Bank after Liberation War and the branch official.
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Theatre troupe Swapnadal is set to celebrate the
65th birth anniversary of Natyacharya Selim Al
Deen with a five-day festival starting August 16.
The tentative agenda of the festival includes a
discussion on his life and works, seminar and
workshop on his artistic thoughts, award-giving
ceremony, presentation of music and choreogra-
phy, and staging of his popular plays.

Swapnadal will stage “Hargaj” and “Festoon-e
Lekha Smriti”, Theatre and Performance Studies
Department of Jatiyo Kobi Kazi Nazrul Islam
LIniversity (Mymensingh) will stage “Jaundice o
Bibidho Balloon” and Jahangirnagar Theatre will
stage “Joiboti Konyar Mon”,

The programme will run simultaneously in
Dhaka and Mymensingh. It will kick off at
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy on August 16 and
close at Mymensingh Shilpakala Academy on
August 20,

NEWS ﬂtes

Minogue
to perform

at Glasgow
2014

closing

Kylie Minogue will perform alongside Lulu,
Deacon Blue and Dougie Maclean at the closing
ceremony of the Glasgow Commonwealth Games.
The Hampden finale will be held on Sunday, less
than 24 hours after the end of track and field
events.

More than 2,000 volunteer performers will also
take part in the ceremony, organisers confirmed.
They promised to bring the curtain down on an
“amazing games” with “a night out not to be
missed.”

Kylie Minogue's performance will represent the
Games' transfer to her native Australia in 2018.
Deacon Blue is one of Scotland's most successful
acts with 12 UK top 40 singles and two number
one albums.

The opening ceremony - featuring Tartan-clad
performers, oversized Tunnock's tea cakes, a giant
kilt and Scottie dogs - was widely praised for its
energy and humour.

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

Located on the banks of Old Brahmaputra River at Jubilee
Road in the district town, the quaint two-storey100-year-
old Gouripur House continues to attract attention.

Uinfortunately, the ground floor of the house is now
used only for the disbursement of allowances by Sonali
Bank Principal Office. The wooden second floor is used as
the 'guest house' for senior officials of the bank.

The architectural beauty of the century-old house with
a beautiful garden as the centre-piece continues to
announce the presence of the erstwhile zamindars of the
Gouripur dynasty.

The authentic date of its construction is unknown. The
consensus is that Brajendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury, a
zamindar of Gouripur established the 'Gouripur House'
for the use of the family;

Brajendra Kishore Chowdhury (1281-1364 Bengali
Year), also a renowned classical music maestro, held
programmes in Gouripur. Leading classical masters of the

Partha-Mithila on“Aynamohole Ayna”
-
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, STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Special TV play for Eid, “Aynamohole
) Ayna” will air on Rtv tonight at 9:20pm.
| Written and directed by Dewan Rony, the
play's central cast includes veteran musi-
clan-turned actor Partha Barua, Mithila
and Moutushi.

The story is about Ayna, a promising
singer, who is discovered by noted artiste
PPalak Chowdhury. He brings her to the city
to launch her career, and asks her to stay at
his house, despite objections from his wife.
A television live programme featuring Ayna
is a big hit, but when watching a re-run of
it, Ayna finds that someone else is on the
SCreen.

“Calling Bell” on SATV

A CORRESPONDENT
Special tele-film “Calling Bell” will air today on SATV at
2:30pm. Written and directed by Goutam Koiri, the tele-
film revolves around a motherless youth and a middle-
aged woman. Anik lost his mother in his childhood and
was brought up by his distant uncle Gafur Chacha. One
day, he notices a middle-aged woman in a nearby apart-
ment and takes her photo secretly. Anik gradually develops
a good relation with the woman.

Sadia Islam Mou, Tousif, Sharlin and others have
donned different characters in the tele-film.
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Source: BBC

“(Citizen Patri”
on Maasranga

A CORRESPONDENT

Drama “Alpona Kajol”
on ntv

Single-episode TV play “Citizen Patri” will air today on
Maasranga television at 8:50pm. Written by Zakir
Hossain Ujjal, the drama has been directed by Shamim
Jaman.

The story revolves around Naser, Mosaddek and
Ramij, three hopeless youths living together in the
capital. One day they see a newspaper advertisement
seeking groom for an American expat bride. Every one
of them now wants to marry the bride, which leads to a
series of funny incidents. z

The drama casts AKM Hasan, Shamim Jaman, Joyraj,
Ohona, Kochi Khandaker and others.

Eid tele-film
“Bhalobasha ke
Bhalobashi”

As part of extended Eid TV entertainment, ATN Bangla will
air tele-film “Bhalobasha ke Bhalobashi” at 3:05pm.
Written by Dr. Mahfuzur Rahman, it is directed by GM
Saikat and casts Jhuna CHowdhury, Toha. Shimu, Qishi,
Humayra, among others. The story revolves around univer-
sity student Ishan, who gets involved in relationships with
five girls, and then gets caught to them,

“Alpona Kajol”, a single-episode TV play by Ashfaque
Nipun, will air at 11;:15pm on ntv tonight. The plot
surrounds Kajol, an 'alpona’ (decorative painting)
artist, who is well-reputed for doing his alpona
designs at weddings in Old Dhaka. While his neigh-
bor uncle Muhin commissions him to do alpona for
his daughter's wedding, the daughter wants some-
thing more contemporary and insists on giving her
friend Ira's event management firm the designing
responsibilities. Eventually, Kajol and Ira both get the
job, and prepare for a face-off.

The play casts Iresh Zaker, Shokh, Abir Mirza and
Suman Patwary in the central roles.

T'S TRUE]

Sridevi, an iconic figure of Bollywood of the
90s, left the industry in 1997 with "Judaai”,
and returned in 2012 after 15 years with "Eng-
lish Vinglish”, following which, she has been
having a memorable year. This year, Sridevi
received seven nominations for English
Vinglish (one win), NDTV Entertainer of the
Year, a Filmfare Special Award and the Padma
Shri -- India's third highest civilian honour.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

MOHAMMAD RAF

The humble great artiste

SYED BADRUL AHSAN

It is hard to forget Mohammad Rafi. There was
the supreme artiste in him. More specifically,
there was the voice of God in him, in his rendi-
tions of songs. You get a taste of it in the
Bahadur Shah Zafar ghazal, na kisi ki aankh ka
noor huun / na kisi ke dil ka garar huun. There
are all the moments when Rafi reminds you of
the glory of the Creator. Sit back and reflect on
the spirituality which shines through in
parwardigar-e-alam tera hi hai sahara / tere siwa
jahan mein koi nahin hamara. You are then
perhaps closer to God than you have been at
any other time in your quotidian existence.

Thirty four years after Rafi's remains went
into the grave, it is the greatness of the artiste
that lives on. And it is greatness which comes
wrapped in humility. He never drank, indeed
never indulged in anything that was forbidden
by his faith. The call to prayer was a duty he
consistently answered. Observe all the images of
him, some faded, quite a few grainy, but most as
bright as daylight. There is always a smile, that
of child-like innocence, which endlessly bright-
ened his features. The man was symbolic of
luminosity.

And nowhere was this luminosity more pro-
nounced than in the versatility he brought into
his music. If he could invoke God and have you
go into a trance-like state with his songs of faith,
he could also arouse in you --- and it did not
matter how young or aged you were --- the
ecstasy which came of being in love. The song,
takra gaya tum se dil hi to hai, is proof of the
profound depths to which love could sink in
order to rise into fullness. But, surely, the course
of true love never did run smooth, The pain
which underlies love as it gets entangled in
myriad emotions flows in kabhi khud pe /
kabhi haalat pe / rona aaya. Love all too often
turns into remembrance of all the good and the
pure that has been. Again, Rafi gives powerful
voice to that emotion in yaad na jaaye beete
dino ki / jaa ke na aaye jo din / dil kyun bulaye
unhen.

There was the unassuming about
Mohammad Rafi. For him the art of music was
all. He would not be a celebrity, would not be
an individual happy to bask in the adulation of
crowds. The urge for music, which came early,
constituted for him the essence of being. At age
ten, it was the simple song of a beggar seeking
alms every morning that laid bare before him
the power of music. Rafi would follow the beg-

No bar
ON MUSIC

behind
bars

UK lifts ban on steel-string
guitars in prison cells

A ban on steel-string guitars in prison cells in
England and Wales has been reversed after a
campaign by rock stars including Billy Bragg
and Johnny Marr.

Prisoners had been unable to play the instru-
ments outside supervised sessions since rules
were changed last November.

Bragg, Marr, Pink Floyd's David Gilmour and
Elbow's Guy Garvey were among the guitarists
who signed a letter saying the move under-
mined rehabilitation.

The government said the rules had been
relaxed after feedback from governors.

gar for as long as he could and return home
humming the man's tune. Music, then, was for
him never a contrived affair. He breathed it,
lived it, in innumerable ways. In his songs came
large doses of comedy. The image is Johnny
Walker's, but the comic is in Rafi's rendering of
ae dil hai mushkil jeena yahan. Shammi
Kapoor's on-screen tomfoolery could not have
been conveyed by anyone other than Rafi. Think
of lal chharhi maidan kharhi here. Or, through
Biswajit's screen portrayal of it, April fool
banaya / to un ko ghussa aaya / to mera kya
gasoor / zamane ka gasoor [ jis ne dastoor
banaya.

Rafi had a range of voice that could take his
songs to Olympian heights, as in O duniya ke
rakhwale / sun dard bhare mere naale and
zindabad zindabad / ae mohabbat zindabad. It
could also glide into a perfect pitch suitable for
expressions of placid and yet passionate
romance --- in aise to na dekho ke hum ko
nasha ho jaaye, in sau baar janam lenge, in tere
ghaar ke saamne ik ghar banaoonga, in tere
mere sapne ab ek rang hain. There are all the
instances of impatient romance in him. Think
of wo saadgi kahen isse diwangi kahen / un ka
barha jo haath yahan dil luta dia and main pyar
ka rahi huun / teri zulf ke saaye mein / kuch der

L

theher jaoon and banda parwar thaam lo jigar /
ban ke pyar phir aaya huun.

The Rafi repertoire has a universal quality
that treats you to an endless flow of music. If his
solos excite your romantic sensibilities, the
duets with Lata, Asha, Geeta Dutt, Suman
Kalyanpur, Noor Jehan and others only enhance
the urge in you to love yet once more. Recall jeet
hi lenge baazi hum tum and tere husn ki kya
tareef karoon and aaja ke intezar mein jaane ko
hai bahar bhi and teri duniya se door chale ho
ke majboor and kabhi raat din hum duur thhe
din raat ka ab saath hai.

The day loses itself in the shadows of the
night. From out there in the gathering dark
comes a sense of inebriation as Mohammad
Rafi sings koi saghar dil ko behlata nahin and
chhoo lene do nazuk honton ko and hum
bekhudi mein tum ko pukare chale gaye and
chhalkaye jaam aaiye aap ki ankhon ke naam.

Rafi's constellation of songs winds its way,
always, deeper into an ever-unfolding universe
of melody. Here on earth, the collective heart
sings for him: tere bin soone nain hamare.
Mohammad Rafi, pre-eminent singer of Indian film
songs, bhajans, ghazals and what not, died on 31
July 1980

“Working with Saif not

a priority”

-- Kareena

When real life couple Kareena Kapoor and Saif Ali Khan teamed up on the screen, their
chemistry failed to entice audiences. Now, they are not interested in doing a project together.
In fact, working with Saif doesn't top Kareena's priority list. When asked why they are not
seen on the screen, Kareena said: “It's not on the top of our list.”

Their romance said to have blossomed on the sets of “Tashan” and later when they
teamed up for “Kurbaan” and “Agent Vinod”, the news scorched the headlines, but their
chemistry failed to scorch the screen. In fact, all the three films turned out to be damp

squibs.
The scripts should be blamed, Kareena a

rgued. “If the films have not worked, then I feel

the story was not that great! I don't believe in things like chemistry and I feel the pairing
depends on the story. If the story is strong the chemistry also looks good. If story is not good

you can't do anything,” she said.

“l am happy not to work with Saif,” added the 33-year-old, who married Saif in 2012.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

However, a Ministry of Justice spokesperson
said rules preventing prisoners from receiving
books would remain in place.

Billy Bragg founded Jail Guitar Doors, a
scheme that has sent around 350 guitars to
prisons since 2007, Most were steel-stringed, he
said. “As an incentive to engage in rehabilitation
individual access to steel strung guitars can
really help the atmosphere on a prison wing,”
the musician said.

“I've had a number of projects involving
guitars on hold which now will be able to go
ahead, and will allow those using music in
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prisons to get on with this important work.”

The ban was introduced in November as part
of a wider tightening of the privileges that pris-
oners were allowed.

Inmates will still need to earn the right to
have the instruments through good behaviour.
A Ministry of Justice spokesperson said: “Fol-
lowing feedback from prison governors, we have
made a few minor adjustments to the property
prisoners are allowed to have. These are still
subject to individual risk assessments and can
be refused by governors.
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Jamuna-BAMBA Eid Concert continues

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Musical Bands' Association
(BAMBA), in association with Jamuna
Group, are holding a three day grand
Eid Concert at the Jamuna Future Park,
A total of 24 BAMBA member bands,
which include the biggest names in the
country's music scene, are on the line-
up.
On the first day yesterday, eight
bands - Dark, Nagorik, Shironamhin,
Cryptic Fate, Obscure, Feedback,
Dalchhut and Nagar Baul enthralled a

large audience. Today's line-up, mean-
while, will have Radioactive, Metal
Maze, Powersurge, Atbovirus,
Prometheus, Aurthohin, Souls and
Miles, and tomorrow, Beduin, Dreek,
Mechanix, Nemesis, Renaissance,
Magsood O' Dhaka, Warfaze and LRB
will take to the stage.

The concert begins at 5pm every
day, with tickets available at Jamuna
Future Park and elsewhere. Jamuna TV
will broadcast the concert live, that is
bneing sponsored by telecom operator
Robi.

| always try
to be original...

In conversation with Joy Shahriar

Joy Shahriar is a musician who
gained popularity among youth with
his first solo album “Shotti Bolchi”
in 2009. Entering the music industry
in 2006 with his band Nirjhor, Joy is
now a busy singer, composer and
songwriter.

Excerpts from a recent conversation
with The Daily Star:

Tell us about your recent work.

Joy: 1 have worked in two mixed
albums for Eid. My two songs “Tor
Jonno” and “Tomar Namey” have
released already. The mixed band
album “ROCKoholic 2" featuring
young talented artistes was launched
recently. | am the coordinator of
ROCKoholic project. My new album
will be launched in late August.

What are your professional
engagements this Eid?

Joy: | will do a number of live
shows. Shows on GTV, ABC Radio and
Colours FM have already been con-
firmed. In addition ntv, SATV and
some other TV channels will air
recorded programmes,

Tell us about your musical jour-
ney.

Joy: While [ was in class nine, |
formed my first band. My band
Nirjhor's first album “Shopnopuri”
came out in 2006. My first solo album
“Shotti Bolchi” was launched in 2009
and second album “Ekhoni” was
released in 2011,

How would you describe your
musical style?

Joy: 1 basically work with rock and
blues. I work as a songwriter and
music director, Apart from melo-rock
and blues, you will find jazzy and
indie-pop flavour in my music. I
always try to be original and create my
own musical style.

Tell us about your upcoming
album.

Joy: | am excited about this project.
| have written lyrics and done music
arrangements for all seven songs.
Naumi has given voice to a duet with
me, Sanjoy Das Bapi, who plays in
Coke Studio and with other popular
Indian artistes like Rakesh Chourasia,
has played guitar for five tracks. | am a
huge fan of his. | hope the audience
will enjoy the album.,
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“The contest has
opened doors for me”

SHAH ALAM SHAZU

Rokya Rashid Remi recently won the
Best Stylish Hair of the Campus 2014,
at a competition arranged by
Parachute in a city hotel. A student of
Mymensingh Mominunnesa
Government College, Remi received
Taka 3 lakh as a prize. Now Remi
dreams of entering the glamorous
showbiz world.

The Daily Star recently interviewed
the elated youngster:

What was it like to win the compe-
tition?

Remi: It was like a dream, to be
crowned winner and be flooded with
compliments from the judges and
other people. To win recognition early
on, is a great achievement for me.

How did you end up participating
in the competition?

Remi: My family inspired me to
participate in the competition. After
such a great achievement, [ really want

to be a part of the showbiz world.

How was the journey, as a whole?

Remi: It was very challenging, as |
vied with thousands of competitors for
the championship, I think the way
ahead will be easier. This contest has
opened doors for me,

Who are the people in the indus-
try you look up to?

Remi: Suborna Mostofa, Momo and
Bindu.

What are you doing to celebrate
this Eid?

Remi: | plan to share the joy of Eid
with my family. [ will also feast on my
favourite dishes, which my mother
makes.

Are Eid celebrations on a higher
key this year?

Remi: Definitely. Earlier, only peo-
ple from my town knew me. The sce-
nario has changed now since ['ve won
Parachute Advanced Beliphool Stylish
Hair of the Campus 2014.



