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Roads clogged
with rickshaws

At least 2 lakh people come to
Dhaka to take home Eid expenses

SHARIFUL ISLAM

About two lakh additional rickshaws have hit the city streets
ahead of Eid-ul Fitr, causing massive traffic snarl-ups, with
law enforcers opting to ignore the issue on what they unoffi-
cially say are humanitarian grounds.

It is the time when poor people from different parts of
the country flock to the capital in a desperate bid to earn
some extra money before the religious festival.

As in past years, a large number of labourers made their
way to Dhaka this year as well at the start of Ramadan to
earn their Eid expenses, The Daily Star found while talking
with people in the sector.

However, with little knowledge of different city streets
and routes, and sometimes poor understanding of traffic
rules, they end up worsening the city traffic.

Rickshaws are everywhere. Schools are closed and poli-
tics has gone into hibernation. Yet there is no respite from
traffic chaos. Roads have been packed like sardines since the
start of Ramadan.

Areas such as New Market, Elephant Road, Green Road,
Dhanmondi, Mouchak and Malibagh are the worst affected
ones because of rickshaws. Travelling is really a nightmare,
according to locals.

"I own 30 rickshaws and 14 of their pullers joined just
ahead of and after the start of Ramadan," said Mohammad
Sohel, owner of a rickshaw garage at Shahjahanpur.

He said all of them were day labourers and came from
Jamalpurand Tangail districts. . o ) . ] ] ]
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Validity of outstanding Rating Valid till 12 July 2015

NCR has assigned AA (Pronounced Double A) rating of Pubali Bank Limited in the
Long Term and ST-1 in the Short Term. This level of rating indicates very strong
capacity for timely servicing of financial obligations in Long Term and strongest
capacity for timely payment of financial obligations in Short Term. NCR performed
the present rating assignment based on the Audited Financial Statements of 31
December 2013 and other relevant information. The present rating takes into
account among others, Bank's comfortable capital adequacy, improved asset quality,
continued profitability, adequate liquidity and reduction in non-performing loan (NPL)
levels to single digit (gross 5.25%)

Pubali Bank Limited was assigned AA in the Long Term and ST-1 in the Short Term
by NCR on 12 June 2013 which had a validity of 1(one) year from the date of rate
assigned on the Audited Financial Statements of 31 December 2012.
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