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Clockwise from left, Women for Good Governance, and Samaj and Sammilita Nari Samaj form a human chain in front of Jatiya Press Club in the
capital yesterday protesting Israel's ongoing attack on Gaza. Barisal Photography and Film Society forms a human chain before the city's Ashwini
Kuman Hall. Anti-Genocide Movement of Moulvibazar forms another in the town's Poura Park area.
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ONGOING MASSACRE IN (GAZA

Indulgent West
spoiled Israel

Allege protesters as show of solidarity
with Gazans continues countrywide
in Bangladesh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As Israel continued killing innocent Palestinians in Gaza for
what it says crushing Hamas militancy, protesters in
Bangladesh yesterday ripped into the West's "blind sup-
port" to the Zionist state and the lInited Nations' failure to
stop the blatant human rights violation.

In the last two weeks of air raids and ground assault since
July 8, more than 550 residents of Gaza have been killed and
thousands displaced, with the death toll mounting every day:.

Addressing as chief guest at a human chain in front of the
capital's Jatiya Press Club, BNP leader Brig (retd) ASM
Hannan Shah criticised an indulgent West. “The responsi-
bility of the killing of the Palestinian people by Israeli forces
also goes to the western countries,” he said.

He blamed the neighbouring Arab nations, too. Israel is
carrying out the atrocity because of the silence of these
countries, Hannan Shah told the programme, organised by
Agrashan Protirodhe Jatiya Committee (National
Committee to Resist Aggression).

The BNP leader demanded that Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who is now in London on an official visit, apprise
the British government of Bangladeshi people's condem-
nation of Israel's military offensive.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

SECTARIAN CRISIS IN MIDDLE EAST

& & bl
imperialism
Historian Ussama Makdisi from Rice
University tells seminar in Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The sectarian conflicts raging in Iraq and
Syria will be lasting and cause significant
damage, noted historian from Rice
University of the USA Ussama Makdisi said
ata seminar in Dhaka yesterday.

“The various problems of sectarianism in
the Middle East, in other words, have been
manufactured by Western, Israeli, Iranian
and Arab actors using readily available
social and political and historical material,”
he said.

Ussama, the first holder of the Arab-
American Educational Foundation Chair of
Arab Studies at Rice University in Texas,
USA, gave a lecture on “The Historical Roots
of the Current Sectarian Crisis in the Middle
East” at Brac University.

had done enormous and lasting damage to
the inhabitants of the region.

interests, and, of course, invaded Iraq in 2003.”

pretations of history made by various indi-
viduals, groups and communities in the
Arab world itself.”

BNP's Abbas finally thaws

FROM PAGE 3

to call on him and did not talk to media due
to his resentment for making Habib-un-
Nabi Khan Sohel as his second in command
instead of MA Quaium in the committee,
said party sources. Besides, nearly 20 leaders
loyal to his rival and predecessor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka were also included, the
insiders said.

Pointing to his three-day silence, Abbas
said, "I could not give time to any of the
party's leaders and activists and journalists
as I was sick." He said he would formally
talk to journalists within a day or two about
the new committee.

In his brief speech, Abbas called upon the
international community to prevent Israel
from killing innocents in Gaza.
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Legacy of western

- STAFF CORRESPONDENT

30 more Bangladeshis
return home

: Thirty Bangladeshis, who had been living in inhuman con-
- dition in an under-construction hospital building in Tikrit
* city of Iraq, finally returned home yesterday.

They reached Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport

- around 8:15pm, said Zahid Anwar, assistant director of
- Wage Earners Welfare Board of the Ministry of Expatriates'

- Welfare and Overseas Employment. The Bangladeshis were
The professor who was born in the USA :

but raised in the Arab world observed that
sectarianism found in today's Middle East -

was a legacy of Western imperialism that : Khan told The Daily Star over phone that many Bangladeshis

- were stranded 1n Tikrit and Mosul cities since conflicts broke

A - outbetween the Iraqi government and Sunni rebels.
“Western colonialism set the peoples of the -

Arab Levant on a very different trajectory than : ¢o]d The Daily Star that they had been staying in the hospital

they had been onin thelate Ottoman period.” : building since June 11, Ambassador Rezanur Rahman said

Ina power point presentation, the professor : the Bangladeshis were stranded in the building when Sunni

said, “Since World War 11, the US has aggres- - rebels captured the city. “They were rescued from the hospi-

sively supported Zionism, bolstered anti- : ta] building with assistance from their Iraqi employer and

democratic Saudi Wahabbism because of oil : ghifted to a safer place in Tikrit,” he said. On Sunday, they
. were taken, with assistance from Kurdistan army, to Erbil
“But the sectarianism we see today is also -

a result of the political decisions and inter- |

employed at Tatawier M Islam Trading and Contracting
since last March.
Bangladesh Ambassador in Iraq Maj Gen Rezanur Rahman

Earlier, Sheikh Sahaur Rahman Belal, one of the workers,

airport for making their way home, he added.

Man shot by
muggers dies
in capital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A businessman died at
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital yesterday two days
after he was shot by mug-
gers and was snatched off
Tk 50,000 in the capital.
Mostafa Kamal, a plastic
raw material trader of
Lalbagh, was shot in the legs
and waist near Kamalapur
Railway Station, police said
earlier. The body was sent
to the hospital morgue for
an autopsy. None was
arrested, police said.

ACC sues ex-RHD
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was amassed beyond his
known income source as he
failed to show documents
against the money.

FAILURE TO PROTECT FOREST AREA

HC summons
Cox's Bazar DC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday summoned the deputy commis-
sioner of Cox's Bazar for not implementing its 2011 direc-
tives on protecting an ecologically critical and reserved
forest area in Cox's Bazar.

A bench of the court asked DC Ruhul Amin to appear
before it by 10:30am on September 9 to explain his non-
compliance with the order.

Following a writ petition filed by Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers Association (Bela), the HC on June
8, 2011 directed the government to save the natural charac-
teristics of Jhilonza mouja in Cox's Bazar.

The court asked the ofhicials concerned to take steps so
that the soil of the mouja cannot be cut and structures can-
not be built there.

It also asked them to take steps to remove illegal struc-
tures from the area and ordered the DC to submit a compli-
ance report to itin a month.

Bela's lawyer Igbal Kabir Lytton received the certified copy
ofthe judgement on May 31, 2012 and then he sent a notice to
the DC to comply with the court directives but the DC did not
take any initiatives for implementing the verdict.

People are forced to wade through ankle-deep sludge of mud at Moghbazar
intersection in the capital yesterday. As the excavation for the nearby flyover is
going on with the authorities paying little attention to mitigating public sufferings
during the period, mud mixed with rainwater has spilled over the roads around the
construction site, making the perennially crowded, gridlocked city streets even

more difficult to use.
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Abducted Demra
boy found dead

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police recovered the body of a school student from
under sand in an abandoned house in Demra Konapara
area of Dhaka yesterday after 12 days of his abduction.

The victim was Mohammad Hasan, 13, son of bus
driver Anwar Hossain of the area and a student of
class VIIL

Sub-inspector Nasiruddin of Demra Police Station
told The Daily Star that police recovered the decom-
posed body packed in a sack around 3:00pm.Hasan'’s
hands and legs were tied with a rope.

Hasan went missing on July 10. Later, on July 13,
someone phoned his father and demanded Tk 40,000 as
ransom to free his son. The victim's father filed a case
with Demra Police Station. The case was later transferred
to the Detective Branch of police.

DB personnel on Monday arrested two persons Belal
and Shahjahan. Following their confessional state-
ment, police recovered the body which was sent to Sir
Salimullah Medical College morgue for an autopsy.

REMEMBRANCE

to attend.

Family and Colleagues
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the power of WE

With great love and respect, we remember today our beloved
mother, Syeda Farida Ahmed. She left us 1 year ago, on
24th July, 2013, for her eternal abode.

May Allah Grant her Blessings and Eternal Peace, and ease
our hearts from the pain of her absence.

A Milad Mehfil will be held on this occasion at her village home
of Maizbhandar Darbar Sharif, 24th July, 2014, after Asr
prayers. Family, friends and colleagues are cordially invited
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