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Leo one goal away from Diego

REUTERS, Rio de Janeiro 4
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REGD. NO. DA 781 | VoL XXIVNO. 178 | ASHAR 30, 1421 BS |

Diego Maradona and Lionel Messi are great Argentine footballers "'"'*M
with very different personalities but "Leo" became "Diego" fora
brief moment when he scored in the World Cup group game
against Bosnia.

The normally introverted Messi celebrated the goal, his first at a
World Cup for eight years, with a primeval scream reminiscent of
the raw passion that made Maradona such an idol at home.

While Maradona used to draw attention to himself as a player
and in his private life, Messi is a shy character who shines on the
pitch and prefers to maintain a low profile in his personal life and
keep media appearances to a minimum.

Maradona still revels in the glory of leading Argentina to their
second World Cup victory almost 30 years ago, while Messi dreams
of inspiring them to a third on Sunday. If he does, he will become
one of the all-time great players alongside his ex-coach and former
Brazil forward Pele.

Messi always tried to avoid comparisons with Maradona,
although that was going to be an impossible task.

"I don't want to win the World Cup with Argentina so people
say that I'm better than Pele or Maradona. I just want to achieve
that with my fellow players on the national team. Some Barca
players won the World Cup and I want to know how it feels,”
Messi said in a recent interview with ESPN,

Messi's career, and his life, could not be more different to those
of Maradona who grew up in a poor slum in Buenos Aires.

He caught the public eye for the first time when he was 10 years
old and told a TV show: "I've got two dreams. First playing in a
World Cup, and then winning the World Cup."
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The world 1s a
party place

REUTERS, Rio de Janeiro

From Buenos Aires to the Brandenburg Gate, millions of people
were getting ready to watch Sunday's World Cup final between
Germany and Argentina in Brazil.

In Rio de Janeiro, which is hosting the final, the party was
already in full swing, with soccer fans flocking to Copacabana
Beach and flooding the city's bars and restaurants ahead of the
1900 GMT kickoff.

A massive security operation was in force outside the famous
Maracana Stadium -- where 10 heads of state were attending the _ =
match along with nearly 75,000 fans. g - | 250 MB J6

Although the host nation are not playing in the final, Brazil has only @99 TK. vty 50days
transformed the event into one massive carnival, with celebrations _ _ _ _ _ _ = Dial *500*9*1#, M
taking place across the entire country, from the favelas to the Argentina superstar Lionel Messi (C) came that much close to scoring against Germany in the gripping World e - |
Amazon. Cup final at the Maracana Stadium in Rio de Janeiro on Sunday. The match was locked at nil-nil during the REUTERS

SEE PAGE 9 COL 2 regulation 90 minutes.

BASIC BANK PROBE

BB looks to 18Tael launches || . qx
ACC action 81'0111'1(1 assault || TS

smreCorresronoeNt | Naval commandos raid Gaza
e Commiione s s, | beach; death toll 166

Abdul Hye Bacchu, chairman of the
recently dissolved BASIC Bank board, for
huge financial irregularities in the state-run
bank.

“The last time the ACC took reports on
BASIC Bank was in the middle of last year.
We now have more detailed reports, which
we are willing to give to the commission
for further investigation,” SM
Moniruzzaman, executive director of
Bangladesh Bank, told a press briefing
yesterday.

“An in-depth investigation [by the ACC]
can find out the main culprit,” he said,
adding that only documentary evidence and
witnesses can help catch the wrongdoers.

Replying to a query, he said the memo-
randum of understanding between the BB

itéi t?ﬁ‘ BﬁSICbEﬂnk ;ﬂﬂld not stop the Palestinians travel to a shelter at a UN school after evacuating their G R E AT H OTE LS

_ Irom probing the corruption, - = :

The central bank organised the briefing homes near the border in Gaza City yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

at its office at very short notice. It said the THE GUARDIAN ONLINE G R E AT R AT E S

bank wanted to inform the media about p———ee e ————— . ————————

the outcome of the meeting between BB [sraeli naval commandos have launched an early morning raid on a beach Get everything you're looking for with the style and service you want, all at a great

Governor Atiur Rahman and the newly in the north of Gaza City, as the coastal enclave suffered the bloodiest day price. We have what matters most to you like stylish rooms, a comfortable bed,

appointed chairman of BASIC Bank, yet of the six-day Israeli assault, with 54 Palestinians reported killed.

Alauddin A Majid. The raid came amid continuing speculation that Israel would launch a
The governor asked the new chairman to gmund offensive in Gaza, a move ]il{EI}F (8 Shﬂl‘pl}? increase the number of

bring back discipline in the bank and take civilian casualties. So far, 166 people have been killed including 30

action against the corrupt officials, who children, according to Gaza's health ministry.

were close aides to former chairman In the worst single incident of the conflict so far, 22 people were killed

Bacchu and former managing director Kazi | and 45 injured when two large Israeli bombs slammed into a house in the e -

Faqurul Islam. Tuffah neighbourhood of Gaza City where the city's chief of police, Tayseer Loyal L}*’ counts |
Asked about possible action against Batsh, was sheltering. Four Points by Sheraton is part of Starwood Preferred Guest,® the world's

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6 SEE PACE 9 COL 5 leading loyalty program. SPG® members earn Starpoints® with every eligible
stay and no blackout dates on Free Night Awards at more than 940 Starwood
hotels and resorts across 93 countries.

delicious breakfast and fresh coffee. Plus you'll get free Internet and find free
bottled water in your room and other extras that you'll love. Everything you need
to travel the way you like. So wherever travel takes you around the world, you're
in for a really great stay at Four Points.

< o stay

ssgosp L The first & only JCl accredited 4095

Apollo Hos i;'::‘- hnspitalllrin Bangladesh & updated Book now at reservations.dhaka@fourpoints.com OR Call +88 02 986 22 22
; p TR e House- 16B, Road- 35, Gulshan- 2, Dhaka- 1212, Bangladesh

with
th Eﬁﬂg égi‘ar FOURPOINTS.COM/DHAKA

For any appointment or when Emergency Strikes
Just Dial

4 ® FOURM S *

I 0 6 7 8 from any corner — 3 @ S £ MERIDIEN Eloft POINTS  WESTIN COLLECTION 8
of the country _ * = o= i E

: ; _ ~ www.thedailystar.net Starwood wW =) 5ol @ z
Which will ensure fast appointment _ _ Preferred Tl el P ool :
or best emergency service as per your need = ﬂEfdallystarnews Guest S % Sl A 3



