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Argentina Matavel Piccin
UNFPA Representative
Bangladesh

S

Message

The theme of World Population Day 2014, “Investing in Young People”, is especially relevant to
Bangladesh. Young people today make up one third of the country’s population and investing in their
education, health and social well-being will be crucial if Bangladesh is to become a People-Centered
Middle Income Country by 2021. Greater investment in adolescent girls by families, communities and
the government — in time, money and effort — will reap significant and measurable socio-economic
benefits in the future. Educated and healthy girls will stay in school longer, marry later, delay
childbearing, have healthier children, develop better life skills, and earn higher incomes — achievements
that are essential for broad-based social development. Increased investment in girls is not only necessary
for the purpose of building a more just and equitable society, but also makes good economic policy. The
gains to be achieved in reduced rates of teenage childbearing, lower infant and maternal mortality,
higher educational achievement, and ultimately greater productivity, far outweigh the initial financial
and economic costs.

Comprehensive sexuality education for young people is, along with General and Science Education and
Health, a critical form of investment that can be guaranteed to produce substantial returns.
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Argentina Matavel Piccin
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