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Fred, Neymar
sharpen teeth

AFP, Teresopolis

Brazil strikers Fred and
Neymar jokingly took a
leaf out of Luis Suarez's
book on Wednesday by
pretending to bite team-
mate Marcelo and Dani
Alves in training.

The pair engaged in
some light-hearted tom-
foolery a day after Uruguay
forward Suarez caused a
storm by appearing to bite
ltaly's Giorgio Chiellini in
the shoulder.

Suarez was Wednesday
waiting to see what kind of
punishment FIFA would
slap on him for his misde-
Meanour.

But the Brazilians could
afford to see the funny
aside as they prepared for
Saturday's second-round
match against Chile.

FIFA has launched an
investigation into the
Liverpool star.

"] saw what happened --
everyone saw it," said
Brazilian midfielder
Willian.

"But it's not for me or
the team to pass judgment.
We have to stay concen-
trated on the job in hand
and not get distracted by
peripheral stuft.”

Manaus proved
critics wrong

AFP, Rio de Janeiro

British tabloids warned it
was a jungle outpost where
dangers ranged from ram-
pant crime to snakes, but
Manaus's mayor said
Wednesday the World Cup
host city had proved critics
WrIong.

Switzerland's 3-0 win
over Honduras was the
fourth and final game for
the Brazilian city’s new and
stylish Amazonia Arena,
and Mayor Arthur Virgilio
Neto said each had been a
great occasion and a source
of pride.

"l feel my soul washed,"
he said minutes after the
game, proudly citing regional
tourist bureau figures show-
ing 97 percent of foreign
visitors rated reception and
services as satisfactory:.

"We have passed the test
and we were the surprise
element for this World
Cup," said Neto, insisting
that the city will remain
firmly on the tourist map
with new flight links
upcoming,

Portuguese carrier TAP is
set to provide a direct flight
between Manaus and Lisbon,
while Spain's lberia is due to
link the Amazonian capital
with Madrid.

City officials hope the
Cup will also pave the way
for charter routes to the
Linited States.

MNeto said the World Cup
had transformed the city,
despite many Brazilians
questioning the wisdom of
building a stadium in a city
with no football tradition.

England coach Roy
Hodgson said before the
tournament he had wanted
to avoid the humidity of
the city where his side lost
to Italy.

In addition, English
tabloid media published
dire warnings about what
they dubbed a crime-
ridden city in the jungle
where dangers included
poisonous snakes.
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Messi making his mark

REUTERS, Porto Alegre

Lionel Messi's World Cup double for
Argentina in Wednesday's 3-2 victory
over Nigeria suggests the four-time
world player-of-the-year may be ready
to take his place among the all-time
greats of the game,

The 27-year-old has amassed a
glittering haul of trophies
with Barcelona, netting 354
goals in 425 official games
for the La Liga side and
helping them win three
Champions League crowns.

Lintil the finals in Brazil,
however, he had vet to shine
on soccer's biggest stage
following subdued perfor-
mances on his previous two
appearances.

Messi's patchy World Cup
form called into question
whether he would ever quite
claim his spot in a pantheon
that includes the likes of compatriot
Diego Maradona, Brazil's Pele and Johan
Cruyff of the Netherlands.

The comparison with Maradona,
whose brilliance almost single-
handedly propelled Argentina to
victory in Mexico in 1986, is the one
inevitably made most often.

Shaqiri thanks teammates

INTERNET

Both men are short in stature,
predominantly left-footed and blessed
with incredible skills that can unlock
the most stubborn defences.

Maradona emerged from the 1986
World Cup a hero in Argentina but a
villain in the eyes of many after his
infamous "hand of god" effort against
England in the quarterfinals, when he

also scored what is regarded as one of
the greatest goals in soccer history to
secure a 2-1 success.

He struck five times at the tourna-
ment and created another five of his
team's 14 goals, including the pass that
sent Jorge Burruchaga clear to score the
winner in a 3-2 victory over West

team effort.

Switzerland winger Xherdan Shaqiri paid
credit to his teammates, after his hattrick in
3-0 FIFA World Cup win over

their
Honduras.

The Bayern Munich man scored in the
sixth, 31st and 71st minutes in Manaus
to send Ottmar
Hitzfeld's men into a last-16 date with

on Wednesday,

Argentina.

Shagqiri opened the scoring at the Arena
da Amazonia with a pearler from range,
before Josip Drmic twice assisted his team-
mate to nurture him to the 50th hattrick at a

World Cup finals.

And the 22-year-old, who also
pointed to his teammates after goals two
and three, said his feat was the result of a

without them, " Shaqiri said.

fied forthe round of 16."

with two wins.

be ready for them," Shagqiri said.

"l wanted us to play football and we did
that. | wouldn't have scored three goals

"I'm very proud of my hat-trick; I'm never
going to forget this but that said I'm more
proud of us as a team and that we've quali-

On their impending clash with Alejandro
Sabella's side on Tuesday, Shaqir said his
team would be unfancied against a tourna-
ment favourite but was not giving up on his
plucky side who qualified out of Group E

"It's a dream -- small Switzerland against
Argentina. It will be a great match and we'll

"Although we're underdogs, anything is
possible. You never know in football."

Babatunde
out of
tournament

REUTERS, Porto Alegre

Nigeria midfielder Michel
Babatunde locks likely to
miss the rest of the World
Cup after he was struck on
the arm by a powerful shot
from team mate Ogenyi
Onazi in their 3-2 loss to
Argentina on Wednesday.

The incident occurred in
the 66th minute with med-
ics bounding up the player's
arm while he lay on the
pitch before taking him
away on a stretcher.

"1 think he's got a broken
hand and he's going for
surgery right now as we
speak," Nigeria coach
Stephen Keshi said. "So I'm
not sure if he's still going to
participate in this World
Cup. But we'll see how he
goes. Butit'snot good."

The injury marred an
otherwise good day for the
African champions, who
reached the World Cup last
16 despite losing their final
Group F game to Argentina.

"l only got the |Bosnia]
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result after the game. [ just
wanted to pay attention to
what my players were
doing," Keshi told reporters.
honoured, 1 feel
happy. | just want to thank
the players and the fans."

Germany in the final.
Maradona dominated the finals in a

way that no player had since Pele in  ReuTers, rorto Alegre

'We needed
l.eo to rest’

Zaccheroni
steps down

AFP, Tokyo

Japan coach Alberto
Zaccheroni announced his

1970 and with four of Argentina's six
goals in Brazil, putting him level at the
top of the scoring chart with Barca
team mate Neymar, Messi has laid the
foundations for a similar achievement.

He has scored 10 times in his last
eight games for his country
and on Wednesday became
the only Argentine apart from
Maradona to score four World
Cupgoals in arow, rest.”

"Messi is one heck of a
player,” Nigeria coach Stephen
Keshi, whose side joined the
South Americans in the last 16
despite Wednesday's reverse,
said ata news conference.

"There are good calibre fine."
players in the Argentina team
but Messi is from Jupiter,” he
added.

If Argentina are to win the
World Cup they still need to fix the
glaring problems in defence and
midfield that were again exposed by
the Nigerians in Porto Alegre.

Howewver, with Messi in the side and
firing on all cylinders, fans back home
will be confident they can score more
goals than they inevitably leak.

the whole country," he said.

opponent.’

AFP, Rio de Janeiro

MARACANA DREAM COMES TRUE

France midfielder Morgan Schneiderlin said that playing at
Rio de Janeiro's fabled Maracana had fulfilled a lifelong
ambition, after his side's 0-0 draw against Ecuador on
Wednesday.

"It's a dream come true" said the 24-year-old
Southampton player, who was making his competitive
debut for his country.

"Playing at the Maracana, such a mythical stadium, is
incredible. I tried to ignore the context and
concentrate on the match."

Schneiderlin joined Southampton in
2008 and was a member of the squad that
slumped into the English third tier before
recovering to reach the Premier League in
2012.

He was only called into the France squad
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after an injury to Clement Grenier and
having made his debut against Jamaica
earlier this month, he has now sampled one
of the world's most famous stadiums.

TWITTER STORM OVER
WRONG SUAREZ

Social media fallout from Luis Suarez's

biting controversy reached Buenos Aires on

Wednesday with a near namesake pleading for an end to a
deluge of online insults directed at him.

"Please stop," Argentine Diego Suarez -- Twitter handle
@Suarez -- urged after being mistaken for the Uruguay and
Liverpool striker.

"l am not Uruguayan, | am not Luis Suarez," he said.
"There are many Suarez's in the world, | am not Luis Suarez.
Please.”

He added in block capitals -- and in English:
I am not Uruguayan.”

"Please stop.

Lionel Messi has scored in all of Argentina's group games snd
and while the South Americans clearly depend on the
livewire forward, coach Alejandro Sabella is wary of push-
ing him too hard ahead of the knockout round.

The forward scored twice on Wednesday to help
Argentina secure a 3-2 win over African champions Nigeria
and clinch first place in Group F for the South Americans.

But Sabella replaced him with Ricardo Alvarez in the
63rd minute, later telling reporters: "We needed Messi to

The 27-year-old, who celebrated his birthday on Tuesday,
also got the winner in the 2-1 defeat of Bosnia and the 1-0
victory over Iran as Argentina, one of the pre-tournament
favourites, eased towards the last 16.

"We're doing OK," Messi told reporters when asked if he
felt tired. "Now we have five or six rest days and I'm doing

After lifting the trophy in 1978 and again in 1986,
Sabella said it was about time Argentina won another title.

Messi could not agree more.

"l believe there is nothing more beautiful than being a
world champion with the national team, seeing the joy of

Sabella was pleased with the way his Argentina side, who
will face the runners-up in Group E on Tuesday, played
against Nigeria at the Beira Rio stadium in southern Brazil.

"In general the team improved,” he said,
good control over the ball and were able to damage the
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resignation on Wednesday
said he took "full
responsibility” for the Asian
champions' winless exit
from the World Cup.

Zaccheroni, 61, brought a
squad full of optimism to
Brazil but the Blue Samurai
suffered a brutal reality check
culminating in Tuesday's 4-1
rout by Colombia.

"I am disappointed and
not satisfied with the
results,” the Italian told a
press conference at the
team's base camp in Ituy,
Brazil, according to Kyodo
News agency.

"I really wanted to take us
forward and qualify for the
second round and | am so
disappointed. But | picked the
team, decided on the tactics
and how we play and l want to
take full responsibility.”

Zaccheroni becomes the
third coach to quit in recent
days after Italy's Cesare
Prandelli and Sabri

"they had

Lamouchi of Ivory Coast.

BRAZILIAN BAURU

me where people didn't go round insulting me."

Some of the printable remarks made against Diego
Suarez included "dirty horrid cheat" and "should be
banned forlife.”

ENGLAND MAKE LOW KEY RETURN

The England football squad arrived home Wednesday to no
fanfare at all after their earliest exit from a World Cup in 56
years.

Defeats by Italy and Uruguay, both by a margin of 2-1,
combined with Costa Rica's shock win over ltaly, meant the
1996 champions failed to get out of Group D.

They also failed to win a match at Brazil
2014 after their final fixture of the tourna-
ment saw them manage just a goalless draw
with Costa Rica on Wednesday.

Only a smattering of security staff and
airline personnel were waiting to greet the
team when England's chartered plane
landed in Manchester on Wednesday
before dropping off the southern-based
members of the squad at Luton Airport,
north-west of London.

ARGENTINE SHOT IN
BRAZIL BAR FIGHT

An Argentine fan in Brazil for the World

Cup was shot in the leg during a bar fight
over rival soccer clubs, security officials said on Wednesday,
heightening concerns about possible violence if Argentina
meets Brazil in the tournament's final match.

More than 100,000 Argentines flooded across the border
ahead of their national team's Wednesday game in Porto
Alegre, the southernmost city hosting World Cup games,
prompting increased security measures focused on
Argentina’s notorious hooligans.

The Argentine fan shot in the Porto Alegre bar fight did
not suffer serious injury, and he was treated at an emergency

They say that it's because of Didier Deschamps that

France have done so good so far.

Pirlo to
play on
for Italy

AP, Milan

Italy's midfield maestro
Andrea Pirlo said he may
go back on his decision to
retire from international
football.

The 35-year-old Pirlo,
who plays for Juventus,
said before the World Cup
that he would quit interna-
tional football after the
tournament in Brazil.

However, on the air-
plane back to Italy follow-
ing a disappointing group-
stage exit, Pirlo said "if the
new national coach thinks
he needs me, | will happily
remain available."

Pirlo has scored 13 goals
in 112 appearances for
Italy, since making his
debut in 2002 and helped
Italy to its World Cup vic-
tory in 2006.

Italy lost to Costa Rica
and Uruguay in Brazil, after
winning its opening game
2-1 against England.

Coach Cesare Prandelli
resigned immediately after
the Uruguay defeat.

Meanwhile, captain
Gianluigi Buffon admitted
the Azzurri "made a bad
impression” at the World
Cup as the players returned
home.

Buffon and a number of
other players as well as
resigned coach Cesare
Prandelli and other staff
landed at Milan's Malpensa
airport following Italy's
group stage exit from the
World Cup.

Only a handful of fans
were present to greet the
players. The charter plane
continued to Rome's
Fiumicino airport.

Balotelli, who came in for
much criticism for his
performances in Brazil, got
off the plane sporting a
newly-blonde crest in his
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AF P, Rio de Janeiro

France coach Didier Deschamps on
Wednesday admitted that his
decision to make sweeping
changes prevented Les
Bleus from performing at
their best in a 0-0 World
Cup draw with
Ecuador.

"When there
are changes it
does have an
impact on the
cohesion of the team, "
he said after the draw at the
Maracana that saw France progress to
the last 16 as winners of Group E.

Deschamps made six changes to the
team that hammered Switzerland 5-2
last Friday, including bringing in
Southampton's Morgan Schneiderlin
for his first international start in place
of the banned Yohan Cabaye.

The draw against an Ecuador side

that played most of the second half

with 10 men after captain Antonio
Valencia was sent off may have sealed
France's qualification as group
winners, but their performance was
nothing like the spectacular showing
against the Swiss.

Deschamps the catalyst

"l could put out the same team every
time, but then it would be pointless
having the other players here," said
Deschamps.

"I have confidence in all 23 players
and we needed to find the right
balance between preserving some who
have played a lot of games and making
sure that others who we may require
later on are in good condition.

"It takes away some of the fluidity
and we were less dangerous in the first
half. After the red card we had a bit
more space and some good moves but
were not as clinical in front of goal as
usual.”

However, Deschamps added: "It
would need a lot more than that to
spoil our satisfaction and our joy. We
came here to seal our qualification and
finish first, and we did it.

"We didn't see ourselves as kings of
the world after our victory against
Switzerland. Every match is difficult.

The World Cup is the highest level."

Meanwhile, Deschamps insisted
that he had not seen a supposed elbow
by defender Mamadou Sakho on
Ecuador midfielder Oswaldo Minda,
which upset his opposite number
Reinaldo Rueda.

"1 have not seen it. There were lots of

challenges going in, which is part of
the game too, " he said.

"Even though | was on the French
bench I didn't see it because it is sunk
below the pitch.”

Several leading European nations
have already been knocked out of this
World Cup, including holders Spain,
Italy and England.

However, France are through to the
knockout stage of a World Cup for the
first time since their run to the final in
Germany in 2006 and they will be
favourites in the eyes of most to beat
Nigeria in Brasilia on Monday.

Deschamps was not keen to discuss
the meeting with the defending
African champions, preferring instead
to savour his side's qualification, but
he did highlight their defensive
strength.

"First of all 1 want to appreciate the
fact that we are in the last 16, but as a
team they are solid at the back and
have a very good goalkeeper.

"They have quality going forward
too so it will certainly be a difficult
match."

Nigeria drew 0-0 with Iran and beat
Bosnia and Herzegovina 1-0 before
losing 3-2 to Argentina earlier on
Wednesday.

Ghana send back Boateng, Muntari

ESPNFC.COM

during the team's training session in

Kevin-Prince Boateng and Sulley
Muntari have been suspended
"indefinitely” and sent home from

Ghana's World Cup camp.

The Ghana Football Association
(GFA) announcing the news on
the morning of their crucial group
match against Portugal. Boateng
has been suspended over claims
he insulted Ghana coach Kwesi
Appiah, while allegedly Muntari
attacked a member of the organi-

sation.

An official statement on Boateng
"The Ghana Football
Association (GFA) has approved
coach Kwesi Appiah's decision to
suspend Kevin-Prince Boateng
indefinitely from the Black Stars.
The decision takes immediate effect,

"The decision was taken follow-
ing Boateng's vulgar verbal insults
targeted at coach Kwesi Appiah

said:
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Maceio this week.

has been withdrawn
immediate effect.”

added:

effect.

"The decision was taken in the
wake of his unprovoked physical
attack on an Executive Committee
member of the GFA and a manage-
ment member of the Black Stars, Mr
Moses Armah on Tuesday June 24,

2014 during a meeting.

drawn with immediate effect.”

"Boateng has since showed no
remorse for his actions which has
resulted in the decision. Boateng's
accreditation for the 2014 World
with

A separate statement on Muntari
"I'ne Ghana Football
Association (GFA) has suspended
Sulley Ali Muntari indefinitely from
the Black Stars with immediate

"Muntari's accreditation for the
2014 World Cup has been with-

Boateng himself confirmed his

which sparked the row with Keshi.

part of the team, " Boateng said.

sent us to the dressing room.

'f--- off' were said.

PHOTO:

exit to Sport Bild and revealed he and
Muntari had a minor clash in training

"Yes, | am leaving. | am no longer

"Yesterday, there was incident
between me and Sulley Muntari in
training. We joked after a battle for
the ball. I told him that he had
played the ball with his hand. He
said no. | laughed at him and said:
You're the ref now, or what?' We
both laughed, but the coach
stopped the complete session and
asked why we both laughed. We told
him that everything's OK. But he

"1 talked to the coach after train-
ing. | asked him why he was down
on me and he started shouting at
me. He also insulted me. Words like

"l heard about my suspension
this morning. 1 absolutely accept it,
but nobody should believe that I

have insulted the coach or have
done anything wrong. | leave now,
and wish my colleagues the best of
luck for the World Cup and the
Portugal match.”

Boateng was surprisingly
dropped by Appiah for the Black
Stars' first World Cup game against
United States, with the Schalke
player questioning his coach's
tactics after the match.

The double-sacking piled extra
pressure on Ghana ahead of the
Portugal clash following an earlier
disagreement over World Cup
appearance fees.

The nation's president had to
intervene to reassure agitated play-
ers that they will be paid their
bonuses.

Ghana's government has sent
more than $3 million in cash by
plane to Brazil to pay the appear-
ance fees owed to the national team
at the World Cup.

Queiroz
resigns

REUTERS, Salvador

Iran coach Carlos Queiroz
confirmed his decision to
step down after their World
Cup exit on Wednesday,
calling his relationship
with the country's football
association a one-sided
marriage.

"1 didn't I receive any
single concrete or attractive
proposal to stay on over
the last 11 months,” he told
reporters after his side lost
their last Group F match 3-
1 to Bosnia to miss out on
a first appearance in the
knockout stages.

"As you can imagine |
feel very proud and it's an
honour to work for Iran. |
will always keep the country
and the players in my heart.

" After going through the
11 months without hearing
anything, | have been
forced to make a decision."
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STANDINGS

Country P W D L GF GAPts

GROUPA

Brazil 7 qualified
Mexico 7 qualified
(roatia 3

Cameroon 0

GROUPB
Netherlands 3
Chile 2 5 3 6
Spain 1 4 7 3
Australia 3 0 (0 3 3 O (o

9 qualified

GROUPC

Colombia

3 qualified
Greece 3

3

2

0 0 9 2 9
1 1 2 4 4 qualified
Ivory Coast 0 2 4 5 3
Japam 3 0 T 2 Z ©& T

GROUPD
CostaRica
Uruguay
Ital
England

qualified

GROUPE

France qualified
Switzerland qualified
Honduras 3 0 0

GROUPF

Argentina 3 3 3 qualified
Nigeria 3 1 3 4 qualified
Bosma 3 1T 0 2 4 4 3
ran 3

0 0 6
I T 3

GROUPG

Germany qualified
USA § ¢ ualified
Portugal |

Ghana

GROUPH

Belgium 3
Algeria 3
3
3

9 qualified
4 qualified
2

Russia
South Korea

TOPSCORERS

4: Messi (ARG), Neymar (BRA), Mueller (GER)

3: Van Persie, Robben (both NED), Benzema (FRA),
Rodriguez (COL), Shaqiri (SUI), E. Valencia (ECU)

2: Mandzukic, Perisic (both CRO), A. Ayew (GHA), Gyan
(GHA), Bony (CIV), Cahill (AUS), Dempsey (USA), Depay
(NED), Gervinho (CIV), Martinez (COL), Musa (NGR),
Suarez (URU), Slimani (ALG)

1: Aranquiz, Beausejour, Sanchez, Valdivia, Vargas (all
CHI), Brahimi, Djabou, Feghouli, Halliche (all ALG), Xabi
Alonso, Villa, Torres, Mata (all ESP), Armero, Cuadrado,
Gutierrez, Quintero (all COL), Campbell, Duarte, Ruiz,
Urena (all CRC), Dzeko, Ibisevic, Pjanic, Vrsajevic (all
BIH), Dzemaili, Mehmedi, Seferovic, Xhaka (all SUl),
Giroud, Matuidi, Sissoko, Valbuena (all FRA), Guardado,
Hernandez, Marquez, Peralta (all MEX), Fellaini,
Mertens, Origi, Vertonghen (all BEL), Fernandinho, Fred,
Oscar (all BRA), Goetze, Hummels, Klose (all GER),
Heung-Min, Ja-Cheol, Keun-Ho (all KOR), Balotelli,
Marchisio (both ITA), Brooks, Jones (both USA), Cavani,
Godin (both URU), Fer, De Vrij (both NED), Honda,
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