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Putting India Bangladesh

relations in fast track

SMRUTI § PATTANAIK

[TH the assumption of office as the

Prime Minister of India, Narendra

Modi has put India's relations with
its immediate neighbours as his foreign policy
focus area. To take this policy forward on the
22nd of June the External Affairs Minister
chaired a meeting of the Heads of the Mission
(HoM) from neighbouring countries including
China, Myanmar, Iran and Central Asian coun-
tries where reportedly issues concerning India's
relations with its neighbours were discussed
and effort was made to identify policy priorities
which would require government's interven-
tion. In this context, External Affairs Minister
(EAM) Sushma Swaraj scheduled to visit
Bangladesh which is her 'first stand-alone visit
abroad as foreign minister' only proves the new
NDA government's engagement with neigh-
bouring countries is a priority. Though this visit
1s a part of 'good will visit' on the invitation of
her counterpart Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali it
will also serve to appraise herself on the state of
Indo-Bangladesh relations.

Since 2007, India Bangladesh relations have
witnessed significant forward movement which
gained momentum after Awami League was
voted to power in December 2008 elections.
Both the countries have signed Moll containing
51 issues of mutual concerns and commitment
of the two neighbours to address them. While
the bilateral relations received a setback when
the Teesta agreement could not be signed and
as a result Dhaka could not provide must antici-
pated transit to the North Eastern states
through Bangladesh. While taking the chal-
lenges of bilateral relations in its stride both the
countries have continued to work without
acrimony. In the meanwhile, as a part of engag-
ing the opposition political parties, India also
invited General Ershad and Begum Khaleda Zia
the then leader of opposition who visited New
Delhi in August and October 2012 respectively.
Begum Zia was given a red carpet welcome in
Delhi and she held important meetings with
the Indian Prime Minister, President and also
the then leader of Opposition Ms Sushma
Swaraj and other senior leaders from the BJP.
Therefore the NDA regime and especially the
Minister for External Affairs do share personal
warmth with various leaders of political parties’
in Bangladesh. Moreover, except Jammat Islami,

India continues to keep the opposition political
parties of various ideological hues engaged in
Bangladesh. In fact as a part of its effort to have
a peaceful transition of power in Dhaka it per-
suaded all the political parties to participate in
the January 5th election which took place as per
the constitution of Bangladesh. India's effort
was evident from the fact that Indian High
commissioner met Begum Zia both before and
after the elections. Keeping this tradition of
engaging the opposition in mind, one hopes
EAM would meet Begum Khaleda Zia even
though she is no more the leader of opposition
in Bangladesh. Such engagement would be in
the interest of India which has tried to develop
bipartisan relations with the two major political
parties in Bangladesh.

Though this is a goodwill visit; it is likely that
the issues of Teesta and the need to ratify the
Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) would come
up for discussion. BJP, which initially was sup-
portive of the Land Boundary Agreement and
defended it as being in national interest later
refused to back it keeping election in mind.
However, now since it is in power it needs to take
a pragmatic view keeping India's security need in
mind. A well-defined and regulated border with
Bangladesh is in India’s interest. Enclaves, those
are located deep inside Bangladesh over which
India enjoys sovereignty only notionally, needs to
be exchanged with the Bangladesh enclaves that
are within India. For a long time the LBA could
not be ratified because a census of people staying
in these enclaves could not be held due to oppo-
sition from Dhaka. In July 2011, the Joint
Boundary Working Group held joint census in 4
districts in Bangladesh and 2 districts in India
where these 162 enclaves are located. After the
Joint Survey on Adversely Possessed Lands and a
Joint Headcount in the enclaves strip map was
signed, resolving the 6.1 kilometer of disputed
border. A protocol to the LBA was signed during
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's visit.
However, LBA ratification is pending before the
Indian Parliament.

Sharing of Teesta water would remain
another issue that would have significant
impact on Indo-Bangladesh relations which
needs to be addressed urgently. Already Bhutan,
India and Bangladesh (referred to as BIB initia-
tive) are cooperating to develop and manage
water resources and hydropower from
Brahmaputra. Similarly Nepal, India and

Bangladesh have formed a committee to exploit
water resources and hydropower potential of
the Ganges basis. They have formed a technical
advisory committee to oversee this where the
members would be drawn from the depart-
ments of water sources, power and Ministry of
External Affairs belonging to all the three coun-
tries. Given the emphasis that India is placing
on its neighbourhood and regional coopera-
tion, these cooperations at the sub-regional
level would surely help foster better relations.

There are proposal to provide long term
multiple entry visa under the age of 18 and
above the age of 65. India has already agreed to
hand over Nur Hossain allegedly responsible
for killing seven people in Narayanganj under
the extradition Treaty that was signed between
the two countries. Apart from this, some of the
projects that are being implemented through
the Line of Credit that was extended to
Bangladesh has been delayed, especially the
execution of Akhura-Agartalarail link and
Ashuganj port due to procedural problems.
However, India's Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External Affairs in its 2012-13
report has recommended that "International
commitments must be respected and that the
Government must ensure timely release of
funds for US$ 200 million to Bangladesh.” In
April this year Dhaka agreed to provide 6000
mw Indian power transmission line through
Rangia Raota in Assam to Borakpur in Bihar
through Boro Pukuria in northwestern Dinajpur
in Bangladesh and in return India has agreed to
provide 130mw additional power. There are
also talks of establishing joint mechanism
between India, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal
to cooperate on power sector.

All these indicate that India and Bangladesh
relations are on the fast track. To augment their
bilateral relations India is keen to establish
political, economic and energy connectivity
between the two countries. There is now strong
political will to improve relations and take it to
newer height. BJP, which was opposed to some
of the issues earlier, may see them on a new
perspective given Prime Minister Modi's thrust
on consolidating India regional policy and the
linkage it provides to India's economic develop-
ment and security which remains a priority if
India is to emerge as a global player.

The writer is a Research Fellow, IDSA.

[L.and of 'netas' not 'leaders'

ABU AFSARUL HAIDER

INCE independence our country has had

many 'netas' but is suffering a leadership

drought. Leadership can be defined as the
process by which a person influences others or
a group of individuals to accomplish an objec-
tive and directs the organization or country in a
way that makes it more cohesive and coherent.
A good leader is a person with good communi-
cation and inter-personal skills, who can work
with a range of other people, regardless of polit-
ical opinion, to achieve goals for the country.

Today's politics and leadership tells us a

different story. What we see is for some people,
politics is family calling; for others, just busi-
ness, a means to acquire wealth through the
preferential allocation of contracts once in
office. It is a commonly accepted fact that poli-
tics is the best profession that one can opt for if
one aspires to make lots of money in the short-
est possible time. Politics as a career is becom-
ing lucrative in our country, and more and
more people are getting mlutattd in this pro-
fession. These 'netas’ often claim that their
politics is for the people and for the welfare of
the country but in reality what we see is that
many of them serve themselves upon being
elected to serve the people. And many;, if not all,
find themselves on a magical rise to the highest
rung of the social hierarchy. It is distressing and
frustrating seeing those who was once a part of
the general public, seeking votes from door to
door, once elected become inaccessible to those
who put them in the 'chair'. People are fed up of
these "self-serving” netas, acting imperiously
where citizens, rich or poor emerge bruised and

bear the maximum brunt, sometimes with loss of
precious life. Some of these 'netas’ are capturing
the system by taking control of their local areas
and amassing fortune through tender manipula-
tion, drug trade, shady land and sand business
and by extorting money from transport sector
and putting the ill-gotten money in politics.

We do understand that money (funds) is
essential for political parties to survive, com-
pete, and carry on their activities, both during
and between elections. But, unfortunately, there
is no guideline on how parties should be
funded, or on the regulation of contributions,
expenditures and public disclosures. Taking this
advantage, people with questionable credentials
are coming to the frontline of politics.
According to Transparency International
Bangladesh report of October 2012, ninety-
seven percent of the 149 sitting MPs were
involved in "negative activities,” including
being involved in or supportive of criminal
activities, misuse of government funds and
influencing government decisions. And seventy
percent of them were engaged in “criminal
activities” such as killing, land and river grab-
bing, extortion, tender manipulation. It is a
definite indication that political standards are
going down to abysmal levels. Nowadays, a
mere clerical job without college degree is rare,
whereas for holding public office there is no
minimum education qualification required.

Today's politics is mainly driven by two
things - power and money. Money wins elec-
tions, and the winners enjoy power. It is natural
to assume that when a candidate who spends
lavishly in elections will only focus on recoup-
ing his/her investment or by returning favours

to those who funded him/her after winning.
Money also plays a central role in determining
whose voices are heard in the political process.
From local to national, the representatives of
the people are expected to talk on the key issues
of economic development, health, education
etc, but instead most of the time they are seen
criticising and abusing each other using offen-
sive languages and cheap arguments. The
decency and decorum once considered insepa-
rable from the public offices are thrown to the
wind; these elected netas would stoop to any
level, for achieving their personal political aims
or the interests of their parties. And as such we
do not see any healthy debate or discussions on
the issue that touches our lives directly.

The prevailing trend is spreading fast and if
not treated, soon the nation will face dire con-
sequences of a leadership crisis. All political
parties' talks about change but mere mouthing
platitudes will no longer work; a revolutionary
change is needed. The field of politics nowadays
does not attract committed persons; political
parties can change this scenario, first by stopping
criminalization of politics, second by promoting
honest, educated, service-minded people with
passion, vision and knowledge who will put
national interest first, then party interest, and
then self-interest. For the country to progress we
need leaders. 'Leaders’, who would adopt a
highly committed approach to politics, weed out
all the wrong practices, oppose wrong traditions
and at the same time be able to resist the various
lures of the political arena, and be able to take on
increasing responsibility.

The writer is a businessman.

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker HENRY by Don Tranchte
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Let's Be Bold, Bangladesh!

Digital Bangladesh Meets the Manifesto for the Extreme Poor

SHAZIA OMAR

ANGLADESH has shown remarkable success in poverty reduction and

achievements against various social indicators. Still some 25 million

people, or 6 million families, live in extreme poverty (HIES 2010). The
Manifesto for the Extreme Poor, a civil society document launched last year,
called for the complete eradication of extreme poverty from Bangladesh by the
end of 2021. 200 organisations across the realms of NGOs, private sector
companies and donors, have endorsed the Manifesto and expressed their soli-
darity with the cause: the economic empowerment of the extreme poor.

[n the National Budget announcement last week, the Finance Minister com-
mitted to eradicate extreme poverty from Bangladesh by 2018! He allocated
BDT 1500 crore to extreme poverty reduction programmes. The Manifesto for
the Extreme Poor, developed through an inclusive and consultative process,
has suggested a strategy drafted by experts within its pages. It suggests three
actions. The first action is to give extremely poor families a transfer of an
income-generating asset or skills training to enable them to earn a living. To
achieve the goal of eradication by the end of 2021, one million families need
to be given this transfer every year for the next six years.

Reaching the poorest. This is doable but radical steps need to be taken. The
poorest are 'invisible and silent’, living in hard to reach areas and evidence shows
that much of the safety nets allotted to the poorest do not reach them. Shiree, a
livelihood programme that is lifting 1 million people out of extreme poverty,
works with a mobile-based monitoring system called the CMS (Change
Monitoring System) whose baseline survey (2009) showed that out ofl million
extremely hard core poor beneficiaries, only 20% received any support.

[ am curious to know more about the Finance Minister's plan. Evidence
does not suggest that extreme poverty will be eradicated by 2018 unless some
radical steps are taken. How will our Finance Minister ensure that the BDT
1500 crores allocated to the extreme poor will actually reach the poorest? The
plan should be made public and placed under the scrutiny of suitable experts.

Databases. We need a system in place to identify the 25 million people in
Bangladesh who are extremely poor people. We need to make sure they receive
the transfers they are eligible for and we need to ensure that the transfers are
creating the outcomes we want.

Currently the World Bank is working with the government to create a data-
base for people living below the higher poverty threshold. DFID is planning to
work with the Ministry of Finance to develop a database of people who are in
the safety nets. WFP is working at the upazilla level to identify regions with
high levels of poverty that need to be specifically targeted.

Change Monitoring System. CMS allows Shire to track all its beneficiaries
(census, not sample basis) to identify who is successfully climbing out of pov-
erty and who need some more assistance. This makes it possible to target
easily and adjust support as necessary.

Giving the poorest assets or skills. A handful of programmes working
with the extreme poor in Bangladesh (including Shiree, BRAC-CFPR, CLP,
REOPA, FSUP, Nobo Jibon) have had great success. Large government projects
such as Ekti Bari Ekti Khamar should be brought into the extreme poverty tar-
geting effort. Union Chairmen should have a database of the extreme poorin
their union, and they should be rewarded monetarily for every 10% of extreme
poverty reduced in their area. Shiree estimated the cost of lifting 1 million
families out of extreme poverty a year, for the next six years, at $3 billion USD.
This is not an exorbitant amount for such a goal.

Access to services. The second action necessary as outlined by the Manifesto
for the Extreme Poor is to ensure access to public services and social protection
transfers. The poorest are more susceptible to illnesses as they are chronically
malnourished and often working in hazardous conditions. Illnesses wipe out
their minimum ability to earn money from physical labour and loans taken to
pay for a single treatment can throw a poor family into debt for the rest of their
lives. An audit of the role of health and education services in targeting the
poorest is needed.

Policies. The third action outlined in the Manifesto relates to pro-poor poli-
cies. This includes strategies to encourage fair wages and safe working condi-
tions, mobilise CSR funds, provide wide-scale vocational training and enhance
routes for the extreme poor to graduate into formal employment opportuni-
ties. With over 8 million extremely poor youths in Bangladesh, policies should
encourage the private sector to tap into the talent of an expanding labour force.
Gender dimensions are critical and need to be handled with special attention if
we are truly to eradicate extreme poverty and maintain a balanced society.

The writer is Head of Advocacy at Shiree.
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ADMISSION

Fall 2014

NSU

Application Deadline:

Wednesday, 6 August 2014

Interview:

Friday, 8 August 2014

EMBA

A unique program designed exclusively for mid-level and senior executives.............

L]

Majors:

* FINANCE -~
Eligibility:
== A four-year bachelor’s degree, or a three-year honors degree, or a master’s degree
== At least a second class (45% or above) in all exams or a minimum CGPA of 2.5/4.0

== At least three years’ (uninterrupted) work experience as executive, after graduation; an
additional two vears’ experience required for those having a two-year bachelor’'s degree

Highlights:

== All EMBA faculty have PhD’s from US universities or equivalent,

HRM = MANAGEMENT = MARKETING

or exceptional industry track records
== Financial aid available to select students upon meeting set criteria
»» Exclusive computer lab for EMBA students
== Weekend classes on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays
== Courses designed specifically for working professionals

Application Instructions:

== There is no written test, but all aspiring candidates must be successful in the interview

== Application forms are available at UCBL (Bashundhara Branch) for Tk 1000
Please submit: (i) completed application form, (ii) three pp. size photographs, (iii) copies of
all previous certificates and mark sheets, (iv) photocopy of National ID card, (v) appointment
letter and experience certificate (attested), and (vi) business card (s) to the MBA Programs
Office

Contact: MBA Programs Office

631 NAC, 15 B Bashundhara, Dhaka 1229

Phone: +880 2 885 2000 ext 1765/1764/1763
Email: mbainfo@northsouth.edu

'1¢). NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

R Excellence in Higher Education

The only Bangladeshi university where all teachers have foreign Masters or Ph.D.
degrees primarily from USA, Canada, UK and Australia




