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Muhith tells Sangsad a White
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A White Paper on various frauds in the banking sector,
including BASIC Bank, would be published through parlia-
ment sometime in the middle of the next fiscal year, Finance
Minister AMA Muhith said in parliament yesterday.

"Scams in the financial sector are very shameful forus ...
for my ministry it is a matter of regret,” Muhith said before
the supplementary budget for the fiscal year 2013-14 was
passed in parliament yesterday.

He said the White Paper would be presented in the
House and it would provide guidelines to combat such
issues.

Taking part in the discussion on the supplementary
budget earlier, Jativa Party lawmaker Kazi Feroz Rashid
talked about scams in BASIC Bank, Hall-Mark group and
the share market.

[n response, the finance minister said, “I am sorry 1 did
not have anything about this in my budget speech ... 1 did
this on purpose.” The government was not yet prepared for
the reforms being considered now, he said.

After the finance minister's wrap-up speech, parliament
passed a Tk 8,066-crore supplementary budget for addi-
tional spending by ministries and divisions for the outgoing
fiscal year.

Among the 55 ministries and divisions, the highest
allocation went to the home ministry, Tk 1,441 crore. The
education ministry got Tk 1,193 crore, defence ministry Tk
705 crore, and science and technology ministry Tk 513
crore.

'EXPLAIN DEFENCE BUDGET'
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defence budget. Smoke rises after militants launched an early morning assault at Jinnah International Airport in Karachi yesterday. Pakistan's security forces said they had relaunched a

The two lawmakers demanded the government explains military operation at Karachi airport as gunfire resumed several hours after they announced the end of a militant siege that left 28 dead. PHOTO: AFP
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