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EROSION TAKES ALARMING TURN IN 2 SIRAJGAN] UPAZILAS

Jamuna devours 200
homesteads, 4 schools

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Palma

Erosion by the River Jamuna
has taken an alarming turn
in the last few days, devour-
ing at least 200 homesteads,
four schools and a vast tract
of cropland in Sadar and
Chowhali upazilas of
Sirajganj district.

A high school and three
primary schools of
Chowhali upazila have gone
into the river, said locals.

These are Mituani BS
Girls' High School, Mituani
Government Primary
School, Shailodana

Government Primary
school and Beel Mashuka
Government Primary
School, said Chowhali
LIpazila Primary Education
Officer Md Abdul
Khaleque.

Apart from this, seven or
eight schools are now under
threat of erosion, said the
education officer.

Owver 100 houses in
Chowhali upazila and a vast
tract of farmland have gone
into the river. Upazila

Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Md
Abdullah said he urged the
Water Development Board

to take immediate steps to
to protect the area from
further erosion.

The river also devoured
the boundary wall of the
government food godown,
the UNO added.

The worst affected vil-
lages in Sadar upazila are
Bahuka, Balighugri,
Paththakuri, Chandnagar
and Shuvogasa.

Local Water
Development Board
(WDB) authorities have
been urged to take immedi-
ate steps to save the
upazilas from the

onslaught of the river.

Expressing deep concern,
Md Yeakub Ali, a resident of
Baligugri village, said the
river is now just 10 metres
away from the flood protec-
tion dam.

The mighty Jamuna
eroded more than 500 acres
of farmland in the upazila in
the last couple of days, he
said.

Contacted, WDB offi-
cials said they sought fund
from the higher authori-
ties to protect the villages
of the two upazilas from
erosion.
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Erosion by the Jamuna has taken a serious turn in Sirajganj Sadar and Chowhali upazilas during the last few days. The
photo was taken from Bahuka point in Sirajganj Sadar.
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'Missing' girl
found
murdered

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

Police recovered the decom-
posed body of a 'missing
madrasa girl from a maize
filed at Ronsia village in
Pirganj upazila of the dis-
trict on Wednesday.

Daughter of Abdul
Quader of the village, Brishti
Khatun, 13, was a Class V
student at Ronsia Dakhil
Madrasa in the upazila.

On June 1, Brishti went
out of her house to bring
cattle and since then she did
not return home, said police
and family sources.

Locals found her body in
the field in the evening and
informed the police who sent
it to Thakurgaon Sadar
Hospital morgue for autopsy.

Criminals might have
killed the girl two or three days
ago and dumped the body in
the area, said Murshidul
Karim Mohammad, officerin-
charge of Pirganj police
station.

Deceased's father filed a
murder case accusing nine
people, including his neigh-
bour, said sub-inspector
Nazrul Islam of the PS.

Seven rescued
from traffickers

LINB, Dinajpur

Police rescued two women
and five children from
Dakkhin Basudebpur area
while they were being
trafficked to India through
Hili border in Hakimpur
upazila on Wednesday
morning.

Police also arrested one
Nurul Salam, 40, an alleged
trafficker.

Locals intercepted a van
carrying the women and
children near the border at
around 11:00am and
informed the police.

On information, police
went there, arrested Nurul
[slam and rescued the

BOMB ATTACK ON POLICE

12 BCL men among 191
accused held in Bogra

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Police arrested 12 leaders and
activists of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) from
different areas of Bogra town
in connection with
Wednesday night's bomb
attack that injured seven men
including the officer in
charge (OC) of Sadar police
station at Shatmatha in the
toOwT.

Sub-inspector (SI) Aslam
Hossain of Sadar police
station filed the case against
191 BCL men including 41
named ones with Sadar
police station in Bogra on
Wednesday night on charge
of attack on police, creating
obstacle to their conducting
official duty and injuring the
seven men on Wednesday.

"The 12 arrestees among
the accused, all belonging to
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), were sent to jail
today |Thursday| noon.
Police have continued
drives to arrest rest of the
accused as zero tolerance
will be shown for their
attack on law enforcers,”
said Senior ASP (A Circle) of
Bogra Nazir Ahmed Khan.

Earlier on Wednesday
evening, two factions of BCL
took position at Satmatha in
Bogra town for showing
strength centring the forma-
tion of district, Azizul Haque
College and Shah Sultan
College unit committees.

At one stage, some people
from a group of BCL activ-
ists hurled a crude bomb
targeting the policemen.

The bomb attack left Bogra
Sadar police station OC AHM
Foyjur Rahman, Habilder
Shajahan Ali, constables
Delwar Hossain, Shahriar
Hossain, Shaphan Mia and
Ashikur Rahman, and local
trader Badal Mia injured.

Following the incident,
police conducted drives at
different places of Bogra
town the same night and
arrested Alamgir, 27, Don,
24, Bipul, 20, Ansar, 26,
Asad, 27, Shamim, 21, Liton,
25, Akramul, 26, Rakib, 21,
Ovi, 25, Rahman, 24, and
Hashibur, 25, -- all leaders
and activists of BCLin Bogra.

The seven injured were
immediately sent to Shaheed
Ziaur Rahman Medical
College Hospital and their
condition is well now.

One brickfield closed, 3
others fined in Rajshahi

Smoke from kilns wreaks havoc on farmland

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

A mobile court vyesterday
fined owners of four brick
fields in Poba upazila under
the district and closed one of
those for causing huge losses
to agricultural products by
emitting black smoke.

The brick field of Abdus
Salam at Horian village was
closed and the owner fined
Tk 50,000 for causing maxi-
mum losses to agricultural
products while Joynal
Abedin, Hasibur Rahman
and Alamgir Kabir were
fined Tk 40,000 each.

Joynal and Hasibur's
brick kilns are at Horian
village and Alamgir Kabir's
at Kukhandi village.

"Due to black smokes
from the brick fields, mangoes
borne in almost all the
orchards of the two villages
got burnt and turned inedible.
The banana trees and sugar-

cane plants are also turning
yellowish and chilli plants
dying," said Poba Upazila
Nirbahi Officer Razzakul
[slam who led the drive with
the assistance of Motihar
Police Station of Rajshahi city.

Conducting the raid on
the World Environment Day
yesterday, the mobile court
also warned local officials the
Department of Environment
for giving Abdus Salam
environmental clearance
although his brick field does
not comply with the neces-
sary condition of setting up
kilns within three kilometres
of another kiln.

During the raid from
11:00am to 2:00pm, the
mobile court found that all
the four brick fields were
operating without licenses
and there were three brick
kilns just beside one
another at Horian village.

Mofidul Islam Bachchu,

chairman of Harian union
parishad, said the brick kiln
owners were fined Tk
72,000 a week ago for
compensating local growers
who suffered losses due to
burnt crops and fruits.

2 schoolgirls killed
as train rams van

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole, lessore

Two schoolgirls were killed
and five others injured as a
commuter train hit a school
van carrying 11 students at
Krittipur level crossing in
Jhikargachha wupazila of
Jessore yesterday.

The deceased are Mohua
Khatun, 13, daughter of Khokon
Mia of Karim Alivillage, and Mili
Khatun, 13, daughterof Habibur
Rahman of Gulnagar village of
theupazila.

All the victims were class
VIII students of Navaran
Burujbagan Girls'School.

A Jessore-bound commuter
train from Benapole hit the

vehicle carrying the schoolgitls
when it was crossing the level
crossing around 1:10pm,
leaving Mohua and Mili dead
on the spot and five others
injured, Mosharraf Hossain,
officer in-charge of
Jhikargachha Police Station
said.

Injured Sumaya, 12,
Roksana, 13, Rima, 14, Joba,
13, and Kabita, 12, were
admitted to the Jessore
Medical College Hospital.

Condition of Rima was
stated to be critical, added
the OC.

The accident occurred as
the level crossing has no
gateman for security, said

Two accused in Ataikula
killing case remanded

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A Pabna court yesterday
placed two accused on a tree-
day remand in the case for
killing four AL men at
Pushpopara Bazar in
Ataikula upazila on Saturday.

The accused are Md Yunus
Ali, 45 and Akkas Ali, 40.
Police arrested Yunus Ali
from Goyeshpur area of
Pabna early Monday and
Akkas Ali from Kaliakoir in
Gazipur district the same day.

The investigating officer
of the case produced the
arrestees to the Judicial
Magistrate's Court in the

afternoon, seeking a 10-day
remand. After hearing,
Senior Judical Magistrate
Kumar Shipon Modok
osranted three days' remand.

A gang of criminals
opened fire on an AL meeting
at Pushpopara Bazar on
Saturday night, leaving Abdus
Salam, 30, Fazlur Rahman,
32, Sultan Mahamud, 30, and
Rafiqul Islam, 36, dead.

Md Johurul Islam, brother
of one of the victims, filed a
case with Ataikula Police
station, accusing 39 people,
including Yunus and Akkas.
The rest of the accused are
still at large.

PHOTO: STAR
Ecology Club run by St Philips High School and College brings out a colourful procession
in Dinajpur town yesterday marking World Environment Day.
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From left, Asha Bashphore, Jhinuk Rani, Priya Rani Biswas, Protima Rani, and Sikha Rani.

They shine in SSC, defying
social stigma

AMANUR AMAN, Kushtia

Fighting all odds, six boys
and girls belonging to
neglected and marginalised
Harijon community in the
district have come out
successful with good results
in the SSC examinations this
year.

They are Jhinuk Rani
(GPA-4.81), Protima Rani
(GPA-4.06), Sikha Rani
GPA-2.69), Priya Rani
Biswas (GPA-4.00), Asha
Bashphore (GPA-3.61),
Gupin Kumar Sarker (GPA-
Balal;

"My parents wanted to
marry me off at an early age
but I remained firm in my

decision to continue study.
Now | have got the result of
my endeavour,” said Jhinuk
Rani as tear of joy rolled
down from hereyes.

"Earlier schools did not
allow admission of Harijjan
students. Even if a few were
allowed enrolment, they
were neglected by teachers
and fellow students. Now
the situation has changed,”
Gupin Kumar said.

The Harijon people,
struggling for ages to claim
their rightful place in the
mainstream society, now see
gradual improvement in
their condition, thanks to
the initiative of local NGO

FAIR that works with the
financial cooperation of
Manusher Jonno
Foundation.

A group of local people
under the banner of
Advocacy Group have
extended support for the
purpose.

Their initiative has
already ensured hundred
percent schooling for all the
children of around 3500
people of the community
living in seven 'colonies’ at
different places of the
district.

Now 240 boys and girls
of the community are
studying in schools and

UP member shot
dead in Pabna

Nine sued, chairman arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A union parishad (UP)
member was shot dead by
unidentified assailants at

his house in Chatmohar
upazila of the district early
yesterday.

The deceased, Md
Faruque Hossain, 40, was a
member of Failjana Union
Parishad and also the gen-
eral secretary of BNP ward
No 2 unit of the union,
according to police.

Police arrested
Shahjahan Ali, chairman of
the union parishad and also
the president of BNP
Failjana unit, and his associ-
ate Amirul Islam for their
alleged involvement in the
killing.

Police quoted family
sources as saying that a gang
of criminals opened fire on
Faruque through the win-
dow of his house while he
was asleep at around
1:00am.

He was admitted to

Pabna Medical College
Hospital and then referred
to Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital (RMCH) as his
condition deteriorated.

Faruque succumbed to
his injuries on way to
RMCH at around 6:00am,
said Officer-in-Charge
Subrata Kumar of
Chatmohar Police Station.
The body was sent to Pabna
General Hospital morgue
for autopsy.

Victim's brother Md
Mahabubur Rahman filed a
case yesterday with the
police station, accusing nine
people, including the UP
chairman. Police arrested
LIP chairman Shahjahan
and his associate Amirul
from their houses at Nengri
villages.

Mahabubur Rahman
alleged that chairmen
Shahjahan's men killed his
brother as he protested
criminal activities of
Amirul, an associate of the
chairman.

Bullet-hit
body of listed
criminal
found

OUR CORRESPNDENT, Faridpur

Police recovered the bullet-
hit body of a listed criminal
from a roadside ditch in
Kacharirtek area in Sadar
upazila of the district yester-
day.

The deceased Md Nayeb
Ali, 38, ringleader of a local

criminal gang 'Navyeb
Bahini' was son of late
Sohrab Ali Mondal of

Boithakhali village of the
upazila.

Sajal Mondal, nephew of
the wvictim, said some
unidentified man picked up
Nayeb in a microbus from
his village home around
2:00am.

Raziur Rahman, sub-
inspector Sadar Police
Station, said locals spotted
the body and informed the
police around 6:30am. He
received bullet wounds in
the head.

The body was sent to
the Sadar Hospital

morgue for autopsy, the SI
added.
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