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Modi will be tlexible,

problematic
Says Chinese daily
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Narendra Modi, widely tipped to be India's next prime
minister, may show flexibility in economic ties with
China but also "create new problems", a Chinese daily
said on Wednesday.

"Modi is expected to present a tougher stance on politi-
cal disputes but take a 'more flexible' economic policy
towards China," the Global Times quoted analysts as
saying in an article by Yang Jingjie on "India's restrictive
policies barrier to trade with China".

The article cited Fu Xiaogiang, a research fellow with the
China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations,
as saying that "judging from Modi's governance in Gujarat,
he places emphasis on infrastructure development, attract-
ing investment and the establishment of special economic
zones. Economic development and improving people's

livelihoods are expected to be high on his agenda once he is

elected prime minister.”

At the same time, the article pointed out that Modi had
taken a hard line towards China politically.

"Modi will no doubt inherit the party's stance. He will be
tougher against Beijing and use border disputes, the Tibet
question and the Dalai Lama to bargain with China," Fu said.

AIADMK general secretary
and Tamil Nadu chief
minister | Jayalalithaa
yvesterday expelled former
MP K Malaisamy from the
primary membership of the
party hinting at a possibility
of tie-up with BJP.

His expulsion has come a
day after he aired his remarks
openly to the media, includ-
ing TOI, on the possibility of

ALL SET FOR BJP CELEBRATIONS

Indian supporters of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) perform 'yagya', the sacred Hindu fire ritual, for the BJP prime ministe-
rial candidate Narendra Modi in Bangalore, yesterday. Top right, Modi supporters pose with a poster stating 300 plus seat tally

ties between BJP's PM
candidate Narendra Modi
and Jayalalithaa after the
announcement of election
results today.

Detailing the reasons for
the expulsion, Jayalalithaa
said the retired bureaucrat
had acted in violation of
party's principles and ideolo-
gies. "Thus he has brought
disrepute and bad name to
the party," she said in an
official statement.

Jayalalithaa has directed
the party cadres not to have
any truck with Malaisamy.
Malaisamy was state elec-
tion commissioner, before
being inducted into the
party in 1999. He belongsto
South Chennai North
District wing of the
AIADMK.

In an interview to TOI on
Wednesday, Malaisamy said
Modi would never ignore
Amma and that he would be
nice to her, given the camara-
derie between both the
leaders.

The Bharatiyva Janata
Party (BJP)-led National
Democratic Alliance is
tipped to form the next
government with many exit
polls projecting a clear
majority for the coalition in
the just-concluded Lok
Sabha elections.

The projections suggest
that the BJP is set to record
its best-ever performance,
with some polls giving it
well over 200 seats. In
contrast, the Congress is
headed for its worst-ever
showing in a Lok Sabha
election with a tally of less
than 100 seats, the exit polls

for BJP after attending a prayer ritual at a temple in Ahmedabad and, bottom right, a view of a cake shaped as the map of
India bearing a portrait of Modi, in a bakery in Ahmedabad. India's triumphant right-wing opposition said it was headed for a
decisive majority in the world's biggest election after exit polls showed its hardline leader closing in on victory.

Dilemma
over Gandhis
amid buzz
of dissent

AGENCIES

Congress leaders have struck notes of a
familiar chorus aimed at ring-fencing party
vice-president and Nehru-Gandhi scion
Rahul Gandhi from criticism over the party's
widely forecast drubbing in the recently
held general election.

Even before the votes are counted, several
leaders have sought to insulate Rahul and
shift blame to the outgoing Manmohan
Singh-led government, underscoring the
Congress's continued dependence on its
first family even as murmurs of discontent
are growing within its ranks over the perfor-
mance of party chief Sonia Gandhi, and her
son and political heir Rahul.

The Congress took care to refrain from
formally announcing Rahul Gandhi as its
PM candidate, a concerted attempt to keep
the rival BJP from turning the elections into
a direct contest with its nominee Narendra
Modi.

With most of the exit polls predicting the
worst performance ever by the Congress,
party workers are also more willing than
ever to speak their mind on Rahul, but off
the record.

Many say he appears distant and uncon-
nected, as someone who would rather
interact with his number crunching "man-

agement” group of advisers than party
workers. "He is always on his phone or
fiddling with it, giving the impression that
he wants to be somewhere else,” a party
leadersaid.

A mid-level Congress functionary, who
has served the party since the 1980s, is even
more blunt as he says Rahul has "wasted” 10
years (he was first elected to Lok Sabha in
2004), "destroyed” the Youth Congress and
the party's student wing NSUI in the name
of inner-party democracy. "He virtually cut
out every senior leader, his team has no
senior leaders and that didn't work out too
well for the party,” the party functionary
added.

The sense of impending political loss
has also led Congress members to yearn
for an active political role of Privanka
Gandhi Vadra, who appeared to do a
better job of attracting media attention
when she hit back at Modi while cam-
paigning in the family boroughs of Rae
Bareli and Amethi.

Meanwhile, Rahul Gandhi's conspicuous
absence at a dinner hosted in honour of
outgoing Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
came in for sharp criticism from opposition
parties which accused him of "insulting” the
PM but the ruling party downplayed it
saying Gandhi went abroad with his "per-
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But he sounded more optimistic vis-a-vis China-India
relations saying that the border disputes could be con-

trolled and would not threaten bilateral cooperation in

other areas.

India awaits people's verdict

AFP, New Delhi

Indian police tightened security amid
restrictions on election celebrations
yvesterday as the Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party geared up for
victory ahead of the publication of
results.

Workers at the flower-festooned
New Delhi headquarters of the BJP
passed around traditional Indian
sweets and chanted tributes to hard-
line leader Narendra Modi who, polls
show, is likely to emerge as prime
minister.

Vote counting will start at 08:00am
(0230 GMT) today at the climax of a
marathon six-week parliamentary
election that saw a record 551 million
people file through polling booths.

"People have voted for develop-
ment and progress. People are restless
for change. They will feel liberated
once results are announced,” BJP
spokesman Mukhtar Abbas Naqgvi told
reporters.

Election Commission officials have
banned victory processions in India's
holiest Hindu city of Varanasi, where
Modi is standing, and throughout the
electorally critical northern state of
[Ittar Pradesh, one of India's most
sensitive states .

The ruling Congress party, expected
to face a resounding defeat after 10
years in power, has warned that a BJP
victory will stoke interreligious ten-
sions in the Hindu-majority country.

Modi was taking a break from
months of relentless campaigning on

Thursday and was staying in his home
state of Gujarat which he has run since
2001 as chief minister.

Sources in his administration said
he would seek the blessing of his
mother Hiraba today before address-
ing public meetings in his Gujarat
constituency of Vadodara and the
main city of Ahmedabad.

The B]P's previous best showing was
in elections in 1998 and 1999 when it
won 182 seats and ran the country
until a shock defeat at the hands of the
Congressin 2004,

Exit polls, which failed to predict
the 2004 reversal, forecast that the
right-wing National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) led by the BJP should
garner a majority of 272 seats -- with
other allies keen to join.
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