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We are pleased to note that the May Day is celebrated in Bangladesh every year in a befitting manner.
On this historic occasion, we remember with due respect the workers who sacrificed their lives for
improved working conditions, fair wages, and the need to hear their voices. We also celebrate the joy
that comes with the sense of purpose we find in our work and the pride we all feel in being able to
support our families through our work.

This year May Day takes on even more meaning in Bangladesh as the historic date is so close to the
one-year anniversary of the Rana Plaza collapse. We all witnessed last year how the lack of sufficient
care for safety and labour rights results in an unprecedented tragedy causing the death of 1135 workers.
We also, however, saw the beginning of significant changes to improve working conditions and labour
rights. Labour law amendments made it easier for workers to form unions and worker representatives
were afforded more protection. Occupational safety and health committees are now mandatory for all
enterprises with more than 50 workers. The minimum wage in the RMG sector was raised substantially
and all active export factories inthis sector are currently being assessed for building and fire safety
under unique initiatives driven by the national tripartite partners and international buyers. A new
Deizgmment for Inspection has been formed and more labour inspectors are being hired.

In Bangladesh, the ILO has been granted a special and unique role in mobilizing support and
implementing and coordinating programmes in the readymade garments sector to ensure workplaces
are safe and workers can exercise their rights to establish and join unions without fair. The ILO takes
pride in the role it has l})la}red in supljjaorting our national and international partners in taking these
important steps towards tfundamental change in the RMG sector.

Change has also taken place in other sectors in the past year. New legislation was adopted to improve
the protection of the hundreds of thousands of Bangladeshi migrants who leave their homeland in search
of a better life for themselves and their families. Skills training is now being give even more
prominence in the country to ensure that what unemployed people can do matches what employers are
needing them to do, particularly in high demand industries such as information technology,
pharmaceuticals, ceramics, furniture. In all of these areas the ILO is supporting the government,
employers and workers in bringing about change for the benefit of all,

It is the midst of these challenges and also these positive developments that this year’s May Day is
being observed. Progress after Rana Plaza shows us just what can be achieved when government, social
partners and the international community are sufficiently focused. The lljm ess made in past twelve
months in Bangladesh was unimaginable on 23 Aprl last year. The ILO expresses the hope that
government, employers and workers will continue on the ]]‘Jﬂth of fundamental change for the benefit of
all workers and employers in Bangladesh. On behalf of ILO, I express our sincere appreciation for the
support provided to us by social partners and development partners and extend my
ﬁvﬂmmant emplu%erﬂ and workers on this historic day.

e International Labour anization is a speciahized agency of the United Nations, which was
founded in 1919 to promote the principle of decent work for all. The ILO’s mandate of social justice
and decent work for all has never been more relevant to a world that needs more and better jobs. The
Decent Work aaéigenda is a pressing priority in national and global development policy, including the post

20115 goals, and we must seize every opportunity to ensure it is realized

Sriinivasa B Reddy
ILO Country Director
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