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720 Muslim

Brotherhood
men to die

Egyptian judge delivers verdict

THE GUARDIAN ONLINE

A judge in Egypt has sentenced to death 720 men, including
the head of the Muslim Brotherhood, in a pair of mass trials
that were both completed after two brief court sessions.

In the first case, 683 men - including the Brotherhood
leader, Mohamed Badie - were sentenced to death on
charges of killing a policeman in a southern Egyptian town
last August.

Minutes later, in a second and separate case, the same
judge, Saeed Youssef, upheld the death sentences of 37 of
the 529 men he notoriously sentenced to hang last month.
The remaining 492 had their sentences commuted to 25-
year jail terms, with all 529 convicted of killing a second
police officer in a neighbouring town on the same day.

In a separate development yesterday, a Cairo court
banned the 6 April youth movement, the liberal protest
group charged with playing a leading role in Egypt's 2011
revolution. A spokesman for the group, Ahmad Abd Allah,
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A semi-automatic weapon, bullets, and explosives among other arms railway police seized at Airport Railway

Station yesterday. The photo was taken at Kamalapur Railway Station.
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AK-22 rifle,
explosives
recovered
from train

2 arrested
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday recovered a
semi-automatic AK-22 rifle
with eight bullets and two
magazines, and powertful
explosive materials from a
Dhaka-bound train at the
Airport Railway Station in
the capital.

Two passengers -- Nurul
Islam, 35, and Shamim alias
Abdullah, 25, -- were
arrested on suspicion of
carrying them.

The duo, however, identi-
fied themselves as hawkers
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CANTONMENT AT RAMU
Army given
1,800 acres
of tforestland

STAR REPORT

EX-JP MP JABBAR

Probe finds evidence
of 5 war crimes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has allocated the army
about 1,800 acres of reserved forest land in
Ramu upazila of Cox's Bazar for building a
cantonment there.

The Ministry of Environment and Forest
issued a gazette notification on April 16 in
this regard, which stated that the land was
given to the army to protect national
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MH370 found in
Bay of Bengal?

Aussie firm says it may have traced
debris of the missing plane

STAR DESK

An Adelaide-based exploration company believes it
may have located the wreckage of Malaysia Airlines
flight MH370 in the Bay of Bengal, 5000km away
from where authorities have been looking, reports
7News of Australia.

The company, GeoResonance, says its research
has identified elements on the ocean floor consis-
tent with material from a plane.
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Investigators have found evidence of former Jatiya Party lawmaker Abdul Jabbar's
involvement in at least five crimes against humanity at Mothbaria upazila of
Pirojpur during the 1971 Liberation War.

Sanaul Hugq, senior investigator of the International Crimes Tribunal, briefed on
the charges at a press conference at his Dhanmondi office in the capital yesterday.

In the last week of May 1971, Jabbar along with his accomplices forcefully con-
verted 200 Hindus to Islam at Phuljhuri village, said Helal Uddin, who conducted the
probe. The probe report also cites Jabbar's involvement in killing two freedom fighters
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Hindu houses attacked
on Facebook rumours

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 28 houses of Hindus were ransacked
at Bakhsitarampur village in Homna
upazila of Comilla on Sunday in an attack
prompted by rumours that Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) had been defamed in
Facebook posts by some Hindus.

Police have arrested 12 people for insti-
gating violence and resorting to vandalism,
Md Tofazzal Hossain Miah, deputy com-
missioner of Comilla, told The Daily Star
yesterday:.

Police, quoting witnesses, said several
hundred people from Panchkipta village

stormed the homes of Hindu families at the
nearby Bakhsitarampur village around
3:00pm on Sunday after a rumour spread in
the locality that two Hindu youths posted
defamatory comments on social network-
ing website Facebook about Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh).

In a state of panic, the Hindus fled their
homes. However, no injury was reported.

Aslam Shikder, officer-in-charge of

Homna Police Station, said police detained
Utshab Das and Srinibas Das over the
rumours, but the two denied posting any
such remark on Facebook.
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Get ready with
bags packed

Modi threatens again
'immigrants' from Bangladesh

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

Is it merely elec-
tion rhetoric or
something
beyond that? That
is the question
many political
analysts have
started asking after
BJP's prime minis-
ter hopeful
Narendra Modi
raised for the third time the issue of Bangladeshi immigrants
in India.

Speaking at a rally in Srirampur of West Bengal on
Sunday, Modi said "Bangladeshis” will be deported if his
party was voted to power. "Bangladeshis” have been given
red carpet welcome by politicians in West Bengal just for
votes, he added. It was seen as his sharpest comment yet on
illegal immigrants from the neighbouring country.

“You can write it down. After May 16 [when vote count-
ing is taken up after India's marathon parliamentary elec-
tions|, these Bangladeshis better be prepared with their bags
packed,” said the B]P leader.

On two earlier occasions during electioneering in the
north-eastern state of Assam in February and March, Modi
had merely raised the issue of illegal migration from
Bangladesh. But analysts note that in a clear scaling up of his
pitch he on Sunday threatened that a BJP-led government
would deport them.

Targeting the West Bengal's ruling Trinamool Congress
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Mahmudur
indicted for
not giving
wealth report

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka
court yester-
day framed
charges
against
Mahmudur
Rahman in
a case filed
for not
submitting his wealth state-
ment within a given period.

Mahmudur is the acting
editor of Bangla daily Amar
Desh that was shutdown last
year.

Claiming himself inno-
cent, he told the court that
the government filed the
false case as his daily ran a
series of news items involv-
ing the son of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Moreover, the Awami
League-led government
filed over 70 cases against
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200 Bangladeshis
in Thai detention
camp for months

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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More than 200 Bangladeshis captured by the Thai authori-
ties while going to Malaysia illegally have been passing
months in inhuman conditions at the immigration deten-
tion centre in south Thailand.

"The number of total detainees will be at least 211.
Interviewing them, we found most of them to be
Bangladeshis,” said Bangladesh Ambassador in Thailand
Kazi Imtiaz Hossain.

But so far we have confirmed the nationality of 20
Bangladeshis, he added.

Talking to The Daily Star over the phone yesterday, the
envoy said the Thai authorities in mid March had informed
the embassy about the arrests of the Bangladeshis over the
previous several months and asked it to take them back.

Between March 19 and 22, a team from the embassy
quizzed the detainees and collected their contact details in
Bangladesh.

The details had been sent to Dhaka for verification, said
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TODAY'S POLL
Do you think Bangladesh has made

- — substantial progress towards
L] LML
Yes (84%) fulfilling the 16 conditions set by the

w No I (16%) US for regaining the GSP status?
\\ PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT 4

/" ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with the BNP's
allegation that the government is
involved behind the abduction,
forced disappearance and
extrajudicial killings of the
opposition activists?

TOTAL VOTES: 270 www.thedailystar.net
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