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"Tobacco markets' occupy
school premises

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Surprisingly though, pre-
mises of several schools in
the district are used for
yearly tobacco trading from
April to June.

The callous act badly
hampers academic atmo-
sphere but teachers, stu-
dents and their guardians
dare not protest it as local
influential people control
theillegal trade.

This year makeshift
tobacco markets have been
arranged two days a week on
the grounds of 13 schools in
the district.

Saptibari High School,
Saptibari Government
Primary School and

Saptibari Blind School in
Aditmari upazila, and
Barabari Baniyva Dighee
Government Primary
School and Kalmati Adarsha
High School in Lalmonirhat
Sadar upazila are among the
institutions badly affected
by tobacco trading.

On the two market days,
students find it hard to
move on their school pre-
mises and often their assem-
bly is postponed, several
students said during this
correspondent's visit to the
schools.

Bad smell from tobacco
makes it hard to attend to
lessons, they said.

Setting up of tobacco
market on the school

ground in April, May and
June has continued for years
but the school authorities
and local administration
never take any step against
it, said guardians at
Saptibari village.

As this correspondent
talked to Saptibari High
School Headmaster Tayez
Hddin, Saptibari
Government Primary
School headmaster Rasheda
Begum and Saptibari Blind
School resource teacher
Ershadul Haque, they said
they are too helpless to
protest setting up of the
illegal tobacco markets on
the school premises as local
musclemen arrange it for
their own interest.
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Contacted, District
Education Officer DEO
Moslem Uddin and District
Primary Education Officer
DPEO Nabez Uddin said
they have informed the local
administration of the matter
and the administration is
supposed to take legal
action in this regard.

Lalmonirhat Deputy
Commissioner Habibur
Rahman said, "I will take
legal action if the author-
ity of the schools con-
cerned submits written
complaint. T will talk to
the DEO and the DPEO
for taking immediate
step regarding the matter
with the help of adminis-
tration."
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The ground of Saptibari High School in Aditmari upazila under Lalmonirhat district remains virtually off limits to
students as unscrupulous people are using it for selling tobacco. The callous act, disturbing classes and posing health
hazards for students and teachers, is likely to continue for three months.
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Jatka seized
in Chandpur

UINB, Chandpur

Coastguard members in
separate drives seized B0
maunds of jatka ((hilsa fry
less than nine inches in
length) and 30,000 meters
of current net from Harina
ferry ghat in the Megha River
here on Saturday.

Coastguard men, led by
station commander Lt M
Habibur Rahman, launched
a drive in MV Samrat-2
launch and seized the hilsa.

They also recovered the
current nets worth Tk 17.10
lakh from the same area.

The seized fish were later
distributed among the
orphans and poor people
of the area.

UP member
jailed for
harassing
ex-wife

UINB, Satkhira

A mobile court in Kaliganj
upazila yesterday sentenced
a union parishad member to
one year's imprisonment for
sexually harassing his for-
mer wife.

The convictis Milon Hossain,
a member of South Sripur union
parishad, said police.

Milon divorced his wife
Afroza Khatun one year back.
However, he used to stalk her
even after their separation, said
Golam Rahman, officer in-
charge of Kaliganj Police Station.

Afroza Khatun recently
lodged a written complaint
with the police station in
this regard, said the OC.

Following the complaint,
police arrested Milon and
produced him before the
court, led by Upazila
Nirbahi Officer and
Executive Magistrate Faruk
Hossain, which handed
down the verdict, he said.

SNIPPETS

Youth murdered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chuadanga

Police recovered the body of unidentified youth, aged
about 25, from a mango orchard on Chuadanga-
Alamdanga road in Sadar upazila of the district yesterday
morning. The body bore several injury marks, said Liakot
Hossain, officer in-charge of Chuadanga police station.
The reason behind the killing could not be known imme-
diately, said the OC. The body was sent to Chuadanga
Sadar Hospital morgue for autopsy, he said.

Madrasa student electrocuted
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chuadanga

A 12-year-old madrasa boy was electrocuted at Ujirpur village
in Damurhuda upazila yesterday afternoon. The dead is
Mahabul, 12, son of late Fote Ali of the village and a class two
student of Ujirpur Kashemul Ulum Kowmi Madrasa. Family
sources and locals said Mahabul came in contact with a live
electric wire while climbing a tree to collect a dove from the
nest and died on the spot. An unnatural death case was filed
with Damurhuda police station in this connection.

Bomb seized

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chuadanga

Police seized a bomb from in front of one Mizan store in
Asmankhali Market area under Alamdanga upazila on
Saturday night. Police said locals found a bomb-like object
in an abandoned condition in the area and informed the
police. However none was arrested in this connection, said
sub-inspector Ranjit of Alamdanga police station,

Criminal escapes from custody

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

An alleged criminal fled from police custody in
Chirirbandar upazila on Saturday night. The accused is
Md Sadequl Islam, 40, son of Ashraful Alam of Majadanga
village in the upazila and a notorious drug peddler in the
area. He was arrested from Chirirbandar Station area at
8:30pm. Soon after his arrest, He was handcuffed. As
police started heading to the police station, Sadequl
managed to flee. The law enforcers could not arrest him till
filing of this report at 6:00pm yesterday, said Rawshan
Mostafa, OC of Chirirbandar police station.

Yaba tablets seized

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

Coastguards seized 60,000 pieces of yaba tablets worth
about Tk 3 crore from Naf River near Keruntali village in
Teknaf upazila early yesterday. Lt Col Kazi Harunur
Rashid, station commander of Coastguards in Teknaf, said
on secret information, a team raided the area and seized
the yaba. Sensing the presence of the coastguards, the
smugglers managed to flee, he said.

Tea worker found dead

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Police recovered the hanging body of a tea garden worker from a
tree near his house in Kulaura upazila of the district yesterday
morning. The dead is Horia Robidas, 60, worker of Langla Tea
Estate in the upazila. Locals found body hanging from the tree in
the area and informed the police. The body was sent to
Moulvibazar Sadar Hospital morgue for autopsy, said Abdus
Saleh, officerin-charge, Moulvibazar police station.

Two burnt alive, 5 houses
gutted in Jamalpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
famalpur

A woman and her grand-
daughter were burnt alive
and five houses gutted in a
fire at Tilokpur Kawnerchar
village in Dewanganj
upazila of the district early
yesterday.

The dead are Jarina Begum,
60, wife of Afsar Ali Sheikh,
and their granddaughter
Sabina Akhtar, a class four
student of Alhaj Abdul Barik
Government Primary School,
at the village.

Locals said the fire origi-

nating from a kitchen of a
house at the village at
around 12:30am and soon
spread to adjacent five
houses including Afsar Ali's.
Afsar's wife Jarina and their
granddaughter Sabina were
trapped in room of their
house during the fire incident.
Later, their charred bodies
were found in the room.
Afsar and four other
members of the house-Jaru
Sheikh, Suraj Sheikh, Bipul
and Muslim-- sustained
burn injuries. They are
undergoing treatment at a

local hospital.

Two cows and three goats
belonging to Afsar were also
burnt to death and the
houses of his four neigh-
bours were completely
damaged by the fire, Tariqul
Islam, Chairman of
Dewanganj Sadar Union
Parishad (UP).

Locals extinguished the
blaze at around 3.00am, the
chairman added. The
affected house owners
claimed that their properties
worth over Tk four lakh were
destroyed by the fire,

Students protest assault on
teacher, block highway

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Students of Kochubari High School in Sadar
upazila yesterday blocked Thakurgaon-
Panchagarh highway at Kochubari point for
two hours from 12:00noon, protesting
assault on a teacher of the school by a
member of the school managing commit-

tee,

They also demanded punishment of the
attacker and dissolution of managing
committee. Hundreds of vehicles got stuck
on both side of Kochubari point of the road

duetothebarricade.

The students withdrew the barricade as

Officer-in-Charge Firoz Khan of
Thakurgaon Police Station assured them of
taking necessary steps against the person
responsible for assaulting their teacher.
School managing committee member
Rafiqul Islam and his accomplices beat up
assistant teacher Sourav Barman on the
school premises on Thursday last, bringing

allegation of sexual harassment of a girl of

the school by the teacher.

Nurul Islam, one of the members of the
managing committee, told this correspon-
dent over cellphone that Rafiqul and his men

assaulted the teacher, bringing a false

allegation against him. The incident was a
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Traders buy new ledger books as they prepare to open halkhata on the eve of Pahela

Baishakh in Barisal city.

PHOTO: STAR
Indigenous people perform traditional Mro dance on the premises of Rajbari in

Bandarban town yesterday, marking the opening of their four-day Sangrai festival.

Four-day Sangrai festival
begins in Bandarban

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

The traditional Sangrai
festival of the indigenous
people began in Bandarban
yesterday. The festival will
continue for four days.

On the first day of the
festival, a colourful proces-
sion was brought from old
Rajbari premises in the
town. People of different
ages joined the procession

that paraded the main
streets.

A number of tourists
from home and abroad have
already reached Bandarban
to enjoy the century-old
festival.

Different organisations

of the indigenous people
have taken up programmes
to celebrate Sangrai. The
programmes include
'Shakree Puja’, 'Rilong Bwoi’
(splashing each other with
water), discussions, tradi-
tional games, cultural
programmes, painting
competition and pitha
utsab.

Bandarban Utsab
Udjapon Parishad
President, Aung Chaw
Mong said the two-day

programme on splashing
each other with water will

starton April 15,

Sangrai festival is cele-
brated in Bandarban
through different
programmes to welcome

the first day of Bangla New
Year and say goodbye to the
outgoing year.

Though most of the 11
ethnic groups living in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts
celebrate Bangla New Year,
M-arma; GChakma;
Tangchangya, Mro, Chak,
Khumi, and Tripura of the
district celebrate their own
festivals.

In the Tripura commu-
nity, the New Year's festival
is known as "Baisuk".
Marma and Chak call it
"Sangrai’, Mros call it
"Changkran”, Khumi calls it
"Chankrai”, and Chakmas
and Tangchangya call it
"Bijhu" and “Bishu”.

BRUR students demand opening
of newly built dormitory

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

Students of Begum Rokeya
University, Rangpur
(BRUR) put the academic
buildings under lock and
key vesterday, demanding
immediate opening of the
newly constructed
Bangabandhu Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman Hall.

lInder the banner of
'General Students
Forum', they boycotted
classes and examinations
in the morning and took
out a procession on the
campus to realise the
demand. Later, the stu-
dents locked the aca-
demic building.

Rokonuzzaman Rokon,
convener of the students
forum, blamed the author-
ities for not taking any
steps to open the univer-
sity hall.

Contacted, Moinul Azad,
registrar of the university,
said steps are being taken to
open the dormitory as early
as possible.

LT TSI FW ADIETH

HGH] S #T]
www.parliament.gov.bd

T& waoiq facefe

S, | efsdmm e | SeETA TrerT FWeAw oAy |

3, | wrdq Bew ¢ | ferafq |

O, | WaYE SEET fAmfE "2 8 | 2 | 35.00.0000.805.02.03b.58.498
wifay TIf43 ob/o8/2038 |

8. AEATET 4 @A (DT |

@, AR w7

AT @S- |

U, BGIIGERIRE T AEEER]

aa | oo | oo

srwifde @re |

JIeFTA TIOE HeHAW ABAEEG Sleerde qfad farE
afefqe € arE=Nerg 2wl FIhT SFEEeE GrETs

9. LE RG]

Nl

3

MEREIET D]

pf& s |

. WEAEATSTE A TST

oo | oo | oo

WalE SEET WY 2039-2038 Y qEEd G
AR OF FENHS WO, J039-2038 T4 I
wEes  AfAreteE AwAlEd  (@ieE oRm o|
T wifEE JeEd  Afrafee SEed TweE)
HeTIE FHIF, SN0 (AGrn=H Fawarad Tejfas
FOIE, qed FEreH Alvreres (Mfees fawrra
sifee ore) w7 wenfre wmwl, 742 s v
FANF 03 (F2) 29 Sfewerd T wotad FAeriae
FIOIET OF FEE THOME TG T4 A=W AT Sa0S
T7q | Affe *Eraer wrere waee Hfeers Siafe smey

WEHT G TS A |
So. | WEUE CHEOIES T s | Yooo/- (9F TEE) B (SCFESET) |
3y, | wEv@ wwEe : | warm © e Aba, AW ©E =T,

Tt Fare 207 |

Grely AeWM A, T 99 WHFH ¢¢,000/-
(*f4ay] ZTIEE) BIFE (2-SCE/AF G ((FIOLETT)

52, | (bEE eEEl

oo

(e fa) fae |

GEE SEeh waem T wiierET W erF 30

fom

39, | HEYE RS MoEd BE e

an

TEFrEr AT (W *MA-3), (v “F6T FF, @To-e,
T -G 0), GIOIH ALV A, G |

38, | for-GGmrm fafe

oo

TS TA |

wo/08/2038 TIfFH AEF 3d.00 TOFH WfeHE Aba
(9.9%7), GreE JoW ADIET, BIF 9 ST FE

3¢, | vaom oulE Ao oifad @ | ¢ | dy/o8/20d8 TfEY FEE  do.oo HUHE TS
Y 09/0¢ /3038 MY FAYAZE ¢.00 ToH @ (AFH
BEAIETeAT ) |
S, | WA WITLE @9 (4R S|, | ¢ | WIE 3 obfo@/2038 TIEY HAFE b.oo GHEF TE
Y 8 FH 33,00 9f6H! #fE |
(AT 2 ob/oe /2038 Sifay @ y2.3¢ 95T |
BE 3 TA-ADE (LEAE-3) 9F FHEEE, FF qe-
98, FF-7E, FEA-19 |
sq, | faag FoeEr 3 | FEAFE (A (FETEE MA@ AlerEE HAS] FAEAw

LA |

S, | (DTBE A@WFET FAFOE AN,
Awar, TF @ e =

o

De=89LY |

e e, FEFE AbE, ARAT Ba *L, TeE AR
HABEETE, HTAFIET THE, BIF-d209, (FE  T9I-

A |

fafe-seon

2 vaew fawmfel s wret wew wibaretg www.parliament.gov.bd sEEHIET @ten

et e
FEFEr A
I 7M2-5538 949




