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Message

Country Office for Bangladesh

The World Health Day is celebrated each year on 7 April since 1950, two years after the birth of the
World Health Organization. The Day is seen as an opportunity to draw worldwide attention to a major
global health problem of high importance. The "Vector-Bome Diseases” is the theme of this year, which
reminds all of us about a common concern of a 'small bite, big threat' Worldwide, vector-borne
diseases account for 17% of the estimated global burden of all infectious diseases.

Mosquitoes, flies, ticks and bugs are the potential vectors which may emerge as a major threat to
human health - and that of their families anytime, anywhere. Among the vector borne diseases, four
common illnesses are prevalent in Bangladesh and those are Malaria, Filaria, Dengue and Kala-azar,
Mosquitoes are causing first three of these diseases, while the rest one is triggered by the sandflies.

The mosquitoes, the deadliest vector, not only transmit malaria, filaria and dengue, but also cause
lymphatic filariasis, chikungunya, Japanese cnccghalitis and yellow fever. For example, malaria alone
caused an estimated 660,000 deaths globally in 2010. Fortunately, the mortality rate from malaria has
fallen by 45% globally since 2000 and by 49% in the WHO's African Region.

Still then, dengue is the world's fastest growing vector-bome disease with a 30-fold increase in
incidence over the last 50 years. In recent years, transmission has increased predominantly in urban and
semi-urban areas and has become a major intemational public health concern. Over 2.5 billion people
are now at risk from dengue. Dengue is also a major cause of concern for Dhaka and other metropolitan
CcIties now.

A total of 73 countries worldwide are threatened by lymphatic filariasis, commonly known as
"elephantiasis”. Kala-azar also causes an estimated 1.3 million new cases and 20,000-30,000 deaths
annually worldwide, The situation is improving fast in Bangladesh, which targets to eliminate kala-azar
by 2015, The case-rates have recently dropped markedly. But more needs to be done to meaningfully
contain kala-azar and other vector-borne diseases.

WHO has been providing technical assistance to control and eliminate malaria, dengue and kala-azar,
and the other illnesses. And it will continue to provide support to tackle the public health threats posed
by the vector-borne diseases in Bangladesh.

[ wish every success of the remarkable programmes that have been drawn up to mark

the World Health Day 2014, 3;!1’1;,_/
Dr Thuthara Fernando

WHO Representative to Bangladesh

{7Z World Health
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