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“Condidicns opply

(Glve more space

to civil society
US tells foreign ministry
delegates; disapproves
political violence

DIPLOMATIC CORESSPONDENT

Expressing concern, the United States has called upon the
Bangladesh government to ensure more space and an
environment for civil society groups to help them operate
freely.

Stifling of dissent undermines Bangladesh's vibrant civil
society and long-term stability, said US Assistant Secretary
of State Nisha Desai Biswal, adding that it would be essen-
tial to maintain an environment and provide space where
civil society can positively spark social change.

Biswal stated this early yesterday (BST) during a meeting
in Washington DC with a Bangladesh delegation led by
Foreign Secretary Shahidul Haque.

According to meeting sources, the assistant secretary
asserted that violence had no space in a democratic political
process and that the US was disturbed by the use of violence,
inflammatory rhetoric and intimidation and violence
against minority communities by political parties.

The US was also concerned by recent reports of continu-
ing extra judicial killings and disappearances allegedly
caused by security forces, the sources added.

However, Biswal said although the January 5 election in
Bangladesh had a low turnout, the US would continue to
remain engaged with the government of Bangladesh in
working towards a stable, prosperous and democratic
country, according to a foreign ministry press release. | - . kS

On the February 11 hearing at the 1S Senate, Biswal said —
she wanted to portray US-Bangladesh relations before the
senate committee in a balanced manner within a broader | The floor has been mopped and motifs are being painted at the Central Shaheed Minar in the capital yesterday as preparations are on for the I PHOTO:

context, said the press release. International Mother Language Day tomorrow. SIAR
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The move came a day after the Supreme Court commuted N v

the death sentences of three of the convicts, citing delays in
deciding their mercy pleas.
Gandhi's murder in May 1991 was seen as retaliation for
the sending of Indian peacekeepers to Sri Lankain 1987,
The decision to free the prisoners was taken yesterday
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