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ILLEGAL GAS USE

Titas cuts
310 lines

STAR REPORT

Titas Gas yesterday disconnected 309 illegal connections to
houses and a restaurant in Kaliyakoir of Gazipur and in
Ashulia of Savar.

The crackdown came after Titas's deadline for households to
cut the illegal connections on their own expired on Saturday.

The drive aims to remove around 200km illegal distribu-
tion lines installed to supply gas to around three lakh
households in the capital and its adjoining districts like
Narayanganj, Gazipur and Narsingdi.

Executive Magistrate ANM Badruddoza yesterday discon-
nected three lines at Mouchak and Lohakoir of Kaliyakoir
that supplied gas to 300 households.

AM Saiful Islam, general manager of Titas Gas
Transmission and Distribution Company Ltd of Chandra in
Gazipur, said there were still 73 more illegal connections
that supplied gas to 15,000 households in Kaliyakoir and
parts of Gazipur Sadar Upazila.
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Titas authorities conduct a drive to snap illegal gas connections in Nishchintapur of Gazipur yesterday.

AL leaders
slam US
envoy

PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

US Ambassador in Dhaka
Dan W Mozena was lam-
basted at a meeting of the
Awami League
Parliamentary Board
(ALPB) yesterday for his
“questionable activities”,
sources say.

AL leaders at the meet
questioned Mozena's activ-
ities in Bangladesh and
said his every move is
against the Awami League
and in favour of Nobel
laureate Dr Yunus, sources
told The Daily Star.

They said Mozena is
visiting everywhere and
many of his activities are in
violation of diplomatic
norms. For example, just
one day before the 10th

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

FAKHRUL ON QQAEDA THREAT

Govt cashing in

on it to please US
X

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is trying to win favour
of the US, cashing in on the “so-called”
al-Qaeda threat, acting BNP secretary
general Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
alleged yesterday.

“In a bid to gain US favour, the gov-
ernment is spreading the so-called al-
(Qaeda threat, since the whole world as

SEE PAGE 10 cOL 5 Ayman al-Zawabhiri

UrAaziLA ELECTIONS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The first phase of upazila parishad elec-
tions is set to witness the dominance of
businessmen as more than half of chair-
man aspirants belong to this profession.

Of the 428 chairman aspirants, 122
have cases against them. Fifteen are
charged with murder, said a report of
Shushashoner Janney Nagorik
(Shujan).

Shujan, a civil society organisation
working to establish good governance,
yesterday disclosed the findings of the
report during a press conference at Dhaka

Reporters Unity (DRLU).

The report gave information about
chairman candidates in the first phase
of polls to be held in 97 upazilas on
February 19 and one upazila on
February 24.

However, Shujan could not collect
information about chairmen aspirants
in 2 upazilas.

About the profession of chairman
candidates, the report said, around
21.03 percent are involved in agricul-
tural sector, while 13.08 percent are
engaged in other professions.

Many of the candidates did not men-

Half of aspirants businessmen

tion their professions in their affidavits.
Interestingly, most of the candidates

contesting the chairman post are well-
educated. At least 220 candidates com-
pleted graduation, while 78 could not

complete secondary level education.
The annual income of 289 candi-

dates is less than Tk 5 lakh each while
six candidates earn more than Tk 1

crore each annually.
At least 61 candidates own proper-

ties worth more than Tk 1 crore each.
Among them, nine have assets worth
over Tk 5 crore each.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

CONFINED TO IRAQ LABOUR CAMP

11 back home,
empty-handed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Cheated by Bangladeshi recruiters and an Iraqi employer,
eleven workers returned home empty-handed yesterday
after a year of confinement at a labour camp in the desert.
They had been languishing in the camp in the Iraqi city of
Najaf, 160 kilometres south of Baghdad, since early last year.
The workers reached Shahjalal International Airportby a
flight of Air Arabia around 9:30am, said Zahidul Islam,
assistant director (immigration) of Bureau of Manpower,
SEE PAGE 2 COL 2
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[LLAST YEAR'S HARTALS

Tk 163cr lost in
roads, railways

Railway ticket
clerk murder
suspect held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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The Criminal Investigation
Department has arrested a
person in connection with
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Section 144

clamped on
Dhaka

SYED BADRUL AHSAN

The successful general
strike of February 4, 1952
gave new impetus to the
struggle for Bangla among
broad sections of
Bangalees.

On February 20,
through imposing Section
144 of the Criminal
Procedure Code, the gov-
ernment announced a ban
on gatherings of five or
more persons as well as on
possession of objects that
might cause bodily harm to

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Country's major communications sector—road and railway
network—incurred a loss of Tk 163 crore due to massive acts
of sabotage carried out by the BNP-Jamaat combine last
year, two ministers told parliament yesterday.

Of the massive loss, the Roads and Highways
Department and Bangladesh Road Transport Corporation
suffered net losses of Tk 69.52 crore and the railways the
rest, according to information provided by communica-
tions and railways ministers.

Replying to legislators' queries, Railways Minister
Mujibul Haque said nine people were killed and 53 others
injured by the hit-and-run attacks by the BNP-Jamaat row-
dies on the railways.

“Some 246 people were arrested in 62 cases filed for
creating mayhem on the railways. Law enforcers are trying
their best to nab other perpetrators,” he added.

In a scripted reply, Mujibul said his ministry incurred a
Tk 879 crore loss in the 2012-13 fiscal year—up from Tk 657
crore in the fiscal 2008-09.

But he did not give any details about those losses.

The minister, however, mentioned that the overall
expenses of railways have been increased due to rounds of
fuel price hikes, and the increase of staff salary and mainte-
nance costs.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

" A sacrifice bid

Ea to improve
lives of tigers

MAIL ONLINE

L3

Chinese zoo keepers
managed to save the life
of a mentally disturbed
man after he announced
he wanted to improve the
lives of caged tigers at a
local zoo by offering them
his own body to eat.

Yang Jinhai, 27, had
posted several online
messages about how
optimistic he was about
starting a new life after
getting a job as a security
guard in Chengdu in
southwest China's
Sichuan province.

But he quickly found
the job boring and
monotonous and moved
instead to a job in a
printing factory where

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

the murder of a ticket book-

ing clerk, and looting of
over Tk 17 lakh earned
from ticket sales at
Kamalapur Railway Station.

The arrested was identi-
fied as construction worker
Abu Taleb in the capital's
Kamalapur area.

Taleb was arrested on
last Tuesday in Gulshan
area, but the CID disclosed
it yesterday.

In the early hours on
October 5 last year, a band
of criminals killed the 59-
year-old ticket booking
clerk, Israfil Hossain, and
looted over Tk 17 lakh
earned from ticket sales at
the station.

On information, law
enforcers reached the spot
around 5:30am and found

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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ONLINE POLL
Do you think BNP leader Rizvi
Ahmed's allegation that the
government is establishing a
'one man rule' in the
country instead of the rule of
law is justified?

® Yos mmmmm— (76%)
@ No mm (24%)

TOTAL VOTES: 350

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you agree with BNP acting

secretary general Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir that the
government is trying to win
favour from the US banking on
the issue of al-Qaeda threat?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT

\\ www.thedailystar.net Y,

PRAYER TIMING
Azan Jamaat

February 18

Zahr 1245 115
Asr 4-30 445
Maghrib 6-03 6-07
Esha
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