The power to do more

GAMING

ON A
BUDGE

Everyone has that Facebook friend on their friends list who likes to show off a little. Lots of fans rule their lives, both the fawning at the mouth, awed
"chotobhais” drooling kind, as well as the rotating cooling device kind. Their gaming rigs feature the best liquid cooling systems, the highest number of heat-
sinked RAM sticks, and needlessly overclocked components just for the bragging rights. Here's the shocker, though. You don't need liquid cooling and a bazillion
bucks worth hardware inside your casing to have a gaming rig that will run with the big boys without denting the most important part of your life: your wallet.
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THE PROCESSOR

A common misconception among the
new-to-the-world-of-PC-gaming-crowd is
the idea that a PC is not worthy of praise
unless it has a third generation Core i7
fuelling it. You can play almost any game
on a Core 2 Duo PC, as long as it has all
the other necessary components.

AMD has always been the go to manu-
facturer for cheaper, more budget friendly
processors, and other than a couple of
downsides (like increased power con-
sumption, massive heat generation, rela-
tive instability compared to Intel proces-
sors), AMD can get the job done just as
well as any Intel processor. The AMD AS8-
6600K processor is a cheap APU (CPU
plus GPU, the processor itself is an
onboard graphics card) which can save
you money on buying a graphics card.

@ |Intel Pentium Dual Core2.8 GHz 2nd
generation processor — Tk 5,000/-

@ |Intel core i-3 3.06 GHz 3rd generation
processor — Tk 9,500/-

@ [Intel core i-3 3.30 GHz 4th generation
processor — Tk 10,500/-

@ AMD Sempron 145 2.8 GHz dual core
processor — Tk 3,200/-

@ AMD APU A8-6600K 3.9 GHz quad core
processor — Tk 10,000/-

MOTHERBOARD

Consider this to be the basis for all your
future upgrades, when you aren't tied
down by a lack of finances. It should
support loads of RAM and have a good
front-side bus speed, and support the
processor you want to upgrade to later, if
you want to upgrade it in the near future.
Keep in consideration that motherboards
are a significant investment, and if you
spend a large amount on a good mother-
board now, you will not have to change it
for quite some time (if you plan your
upgrades right).

Lenovo Ideapad

head-turner.

at it from.
The Yoga 13 features a third
generation Intel Core i5
Processor
clocked at 1.8
GHz, 4 GB of
RAM, Intel HD
Graphics 4000 and a
128 GB solid state drive. It
has also webcam, USB ports,
an HDMI output, a memory
card reader, and a
combo jack for audio
input and output.

Price: Tk. 99,500/-
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@ Asus Mainboard B75M-A LGA - Tk 6,200/-
@ Gigabyte Mainboard GA-B75M — Tk 6,000/-
@ MSI Mainboard Intel B85-G43 - Tk.9,800/-MS|

@ Mainboard B75A-G43 —Tk.9,300/-
@ MSI AMD A75 - Tk.8,100/-

GRAPHICS

THE most important part of a gaming rig,
the graphics card you run is a defining
make or break point. The trick is not to
g0 for the latest and most expensive,
because for the price of a mid-range latest
generation card, you can get a high end,
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Yogal3 Convertible Ultrabook

Lenovo's IdeaPad Yoga 13 is an ultra-portable notebook that
can convert into a tablet. Whether in notebook, stand, tent,
or tablet mode, the Lenovo IdeaPad Yoga 13 is definitely a

Its 13.3-inch display can be moved a full 360 degrees and has
10 multi-touch points, letting you get hands-on with the
touch-enabled features of Windows 8. And with in-plane
switching (IPS) technology, you'll have clear views of the
screen no matter what angle you're looking

Bkash service
resumes after
network
upgradation

high spec card from a slightly older gen-
eration. The tradeoffs aren't significant
enough to pay more and get less raw
power. The VRAM does not matter much,
so don't think a 2GB card or a 4GB card
is going to perform amazingly. Google,
look at the performance benchmark tests
(most good cards will have been tested)
and then buy. Go second-hand if your
budget is tight, but make sure you test
them out if possible, and never buy if its
too old and warranty has expired.

@ MSIN650 1GB DDRS (NVidia) - Tk.10,500/-
@ Sapphire R7 250 1G DDRS (ATI) - Tk.9,000/-
@ MSI GTX630 4GB DDR3 (NVidia) - Tk.7,400/-
@ Sapphire HD5450 2GB DDR3 (ATI) - Tk. 4,400/

POWER SUPPLY

For Pirelli tires, power may be nothing
without control, but for a PC, power is
crucial. Most low to mid-range graphics
cards do not require a power supply
connection to operate, but a good power
supply unit can be a worthwhile invest-
ment for future upgrades, and will save
you money in the long run. A good PSU
can also ensure a healthy and stable
system, which should be a requirement
for any and all PCs. Its best not to go
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AVerMedia W-7: Video Pause and

auto power off option is built in
this digital TV card. It also provides

picture in picture facility which

means you can watch a preview
of another chanel in the same
screern.

Price: Tk 4,650/-

AVerMedia Super-009: is the
perfect choice for who wants to get
TV facility on Desktop PC. There you'll have
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down the second-hand route with the
PSU, though.

@ Corsair (X500 500 Watt — Tk 7,000/-

@ Corsair V5450 450 Watt — Tk 4,000/-

@ Thermaltake Litepower 550 Watt — Tk 5,500/-
@ Thermaltake Smart SE 630 Watt — Tk 6,900/-
@ Gigabyte 350 Watt — Tk 2,500/-

RAM

2 GB is more than enough for light use,
but go with 4GB DDR3 RAM if you have
the little extra money that you'll have to
pay. The difference is price is not a lot
between 2 and 4 GB RAM sticks, so why
not get more RAM just in case?

@ Transcend 2GB DDR3 1333 bus RAM —Tk 1,700/-

@ Twinmos 2GB DDR3 1333 bus RAM — Tk1,600/-
@ Transcend 4GB DDR3 1333 bus RAM — Tk3,000/-
@ A DATA4GB DDR3 1333 bus RAM — Tk 2,900 /-
@ Apacer 4GB DDR3 1333 bus RAM — Tk 2,600/-

DISPLAY

A good quality display is worth your
money, but when you're on a budget, the
display shouldn't be that big a concern.
Samsung displays are relatively cheap to
buy and they have good resale value,
while Dell and Viewsonic makes pretty
cheap but durable monitors. The price
differences between the 15.6 inch and
18.5 inch monitors are not that signifi-
cant, varying by a 1000 taka or so, so if
you can afford the greater price, go for
the bigger screen. Also remember to look
around and ask what ports the monitors
come with. An HDMI port would be a
bonus if you can get the monitor for
cheap.

AVerMedia TV Card

AverMedia PVR A229: Users can easily record
streaming video footage to any kinds of digital
storage devices by the USB port of the AverMedia
PVR A229 Model's TV card. This recorded video
is sharp, crystal clear and devoid of any haziness.
AVerMedia AverTV Box PVR (A229) also records
favorite variety shows of the viewers, drama
series, football games, and sitcoms to a Pen drive
or external USB Hard Drive. Users not
only can instantly activate recording, but
also they can schedule a recording via
Scheduler by this digital device.

Price:Tk. 11,000/-
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INFORMATION

@ Dell IN1930 18.5 inch widescreen — Tk 7,800/-
@ Dell £17135 17 inch square — Tk 9,000/-
@ LG 19EN33S 18.5 inch widescreen — Tk 7,600/-

@ Samsung ST6A100N 15.6 inch widescreen
— Tk 6,500/-

@ Samsung S19A100N 18.5 inch widescreen
—Tk 7,600/-

@ Viewsonic VA2046A 20 inch widescreen
— Tk 8,000/-

MISCELLANEOUS

Cooling isn't an issue unless you've opted
to save money and buy an AMD proces-
sor...in which case you don't really save
money anyway, because AMD processors
are notorious for overheating issues and
in most cases requires a cooling system
upgrade. A basic cooler upgrade will deal
with most of the issues, and
Thermaltake's Spin QQ is a good cost-
effective option, but usually Dhaka's
shops scarcely stock the Spin Q for long
periods of time. Grab one when you can,
or get the more expensive Frio CPU
cooler.

Hard disk drives are not as expensive
as last year, and you can find good qual-
ity internal SATA HDDs for quite low
prices. A 1 terabyte Western Digital HDD
will set you back TK 5,900/-; a 500 GB
TwinMos hard disk will cost you Tk
4,500/-. If you want to save even more
money by sacrificing space, a 320 GB
Samsung HDD will cost you Tk 3,700/-.
Don't make the mistake of buying sec-
ondhand unless you're REALLY short on
cash, because you do not want to deal
with bad sectors later on. Buy new, get
the warranty.

No need to get a fancy gaming rig style
casing on the get go, a regular, run of the
mill casing should do just fine. If you can
manage the extra cash, however, you can
get a few basic gaming suited casings for
around 3000 taka.

Other peripherals are not as impor-
tant, and they won't set you back much.
Qur recommended budget for a decent
entry level gaming PC? Take at least 40-
45 thousand and you'll do fine. The trick
here is to buy a good base to which you
can add on more components with time
and build a proper gaming rig in the
future without having to buy everything
new.

Good luck.
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Stereo Sound, Multi-users settings and FM Radio as an
additional advantage.
Price: Tk. 3,400/-

AVerMedia Volargo: Also does connect with iPod,
Video Player and Gamming Console.

Price: Tk. 3,500 with one year product warranty facility.

AVerMedia

LG's L Series 111

and smart covers

budget smartphones
to come with KitKat

GADGETS TECHNOLOGY

sk

TECH HAPPENING

D-Link Seminar held
in Dhaka

With the participation of Internet Service
Providers, a seminar has been held with a view to
building a strong internet network in the root
level. Initiated by D-Link and arranged by
Computer Source Ltd., this seminar was held at a
Hotel of Gulshan on Tuesday evening. D-Link
Bangladesh Country Manager Mr. Biswajit
Sutradhor, Vice President of Consulting and
Support Department Mr. Raj Jadav, Directors of
Computer Source Mr. Asif Mahmud and Mr. Abu
Mostofa Chowdhury Sujon were present in this
seminar. An interactive discussion session ensued
where suggestions and answers were made to the
queries of the ISP representatives. Since, D-Link is
providing 3 year post sale service; it was also
highlighted that Internet Service Providers can
benefit their services immensely by availing this
unique offer. Moreover, it was stated that with
the help of Computer Source's Service Support, it
is possible to provide any kind of service solution
to the ISPs regarding D-Link products and
services.

Imagine Cup
Bangladesh 2014
Begins

Imagine Cup Bangladesh 2014 has kicked off for
the 4th time in Bangladesh with a bootcamp on
February 9, 2014 at American International
University — Bangladesh. One of the main
speakers of the event was Tech. Evangelist from
Microsoft, Mr. Tanzim Saqib. He primarily
focused on rules and timeline of the
competition as well as team building and recipe
for thinking outside the box for innovation. Like
previous years, in Imagine Cup 2014 students
have three main categories: Games, Innovation
and World Citizenship to compete. This
competition takes place among 1.65M students
in over 190 countries. The local winning teams
will compete against them in online semi-finals
to qualify for the world finals. Once they
advance to the world finals, they will fly to
Seattle, home of Microsoft Corporation to
compete in the world finals in USA. Mr. Tanzim
has also stated in his speech, “Imagine Cup is a
very prestigious competition. Here we are, yet
another year with Imagine Cup, technical
students have the opportunity to wave
Bangladeshi flags in the global competitive
arena.” Registration for Imagine Cup Bangladesh
2014 ends on March 15. The local finals are to
be held on April 26. Rules and timeline of the
competition is available at this website:

http://aka.ms/icbd.

ASUS X450LA Notebook

Designed for everyday multitasking and
entertainment for smart and practical users, the ASUS
X450LA notebook redefines your expectations of all-
rounder notebook. Its slim profile is 5% thinner than
the previous X Series notebook, and still houses to a
large touchpad with intuitive multi-point Smart
Gesture input, multiple USB 3.0 ports for fast data
transfer and IceCool technology to keep your palm
rests cool. The notebook features 1.6 GHz 4th
Generation Intel® Core™ i5 processor, 4 GB RAM, 1
TB hard disk, integrated Intel HD graphics 4400, DVD
writer, 14-inch display, HDMI port, multiple USB 3.0
ports, wireless LAN etc. ASUS X450LA gives you
everything you need for a truly satisfying multitask
computing and multimedia experience.

Price: Tk. 48,000/

Silk Road
Loses $2.7M
in Alleged
Bitcoin Hack




