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Inept batting
leaves bowlers
helpless

SL take T20I series 2-0

BisHwajiT Roy

Victory eluded the Tigers yet again as Sri Lanka
clinched another last-ball thriller to seal the T20 series
2-0 with a three-wicket win in the second match at the
Zohur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium last night.

There were not many who believed that Bangladesh
could pull off a win against the number one side in
the newest format after the home team set a mere 121-
run target for the visitors following senseless batting after
winning the toss.

But the valiant bowling effort led by captain
Mashrafe Bin Mortaza brought them back in conten-
tion before gentle medium pacer Forhad Reza could not
keep the Sri Lankans from scoring the nine required to
WI1I.

If the batting approach of the Tigers irked support-
ers, they were perplexed when stopgap captain
Mashrafe gave the ball to Forhad Reza with the visitors
requiring nine runs off last six balls when a trusted bowler
like Shakib Al Hasan had two overs in hand.

Everybody was on their toes when the right-arm
paceman started his over and the recalled all-rounder
bowled five good deliveries to leave Sri Lanka needing
two from the last ball. Inexplicably however, he produced
a short delivery that was smacked by Sachithra
Senanayake to the square leg fence, thus sealing a cruel
end to the match for Mashrafe, who rotated his bowler
brilliantly to unsettle Sri Lanka's batting in defence of a
meagre total.

Sri Lanka lost wickets at regular intervals but Tigers'
bogey-man Kumar Sangakkara was there to keep hopes
alive. Pacer Rubel Hossain however seized back the initia-
tive by inducing an outside edge from Sangakkara's bat to
short third man where local hero Tamim Igbal took a
good low catch. Sri Lanka were then reduced to 96 for
seven leaving the tail-enders to score 25 runs off 20 balls.

Senanayake and Thisara Perera, who was unbeaten
on 35, however kept their cool to take their team to a
victory with an unbeaten 27-run stand.

After Arafat Sunny, Shakib Al Hasan and
Mahmudullah Riyad's early success, captain Mashrafe
himself snared two scalps of Angelo Perera and Angelo
Mathews to swing the game in favour of the Tigers.

In the bigger picture however, the Bangladesh team
management must get answers about the poor batting
approach in the match, the Tigers' last T201 before the
ICC World Twenty20 at home.

Sri Lanka had started with a dropped catch to give
Shamsur Rahman a second chance but the right-hander
played a lethargic pull to get out while Tamim was not
good enough to clear the fence. The openers' quick dismiss-
als however hardly dented the flamboyant spirit of the two
next batsmen Shakib and Anamul Haque.

Anamul, whose good knock went in vain in the first
match, entertained the crowd most but it made no
sense to play with a motto of hitting every ball after a
productive over. Both batsmen were victims of two spec-
tacular catches but they should not have played the
extravagant shots in the first place.

Bangladesh batsmen must learn, and that too
quickly, that every ball is not to be smashed even in a
T20 game.

'You need luck
sometimes'

NAIMUL KARIM from Chittagong

The T20 series may have ended with Sri Lanka winning it
two-nil, but there was clearly a lot more than what the result
reflected, evidenced by Sri Lanka captain Dinesh
Chandimal's statement after the match.

When asked if the visitors considered themselves a bit
lucky to complete a flawless series win, he replied, "Yes. But
sometimes we need luck. Bangladesh are good in the
shorter formats and we never underestimate them, so I
think we do need luck sometimes.”

“lam really happy the way we played. As a unit everybody
did their part. It was a tough wicket to bat on, especially with
the new ball and it also turned a bit. We lost quick wickets
but |[Kumar] Sangakkara helped us out and at the end
Thisara Perera batted brilliantly,” he added.

With all of Sri Lanka's group stage matches of the ICC
World T20 scheduled to take place at the Zohur Ahmed
Chowdhury Stadium in Chittagong, Chandimal believed
that the series had done them a lot of good.

"It was a really good opportunity for us to play before the
World Cup. We have the advantage now, especially with
respect to when the dew factor will come into play and how
the wicket behaves, we have something up our sleeves,” he
said.

Bowler Nuwan Kulasakera, who was declared man of the
series for a good run with both bat and ball, took a blinder
of a catch in yesterday's game to dismiss Shakib Al Hasan,
who was looking dangerous.

Kulasakera, who sprinted from mid-on to long-on and
dived full length to dismiss Shakib and then tumble only to
stop inches short of the boundary, however, claimed that it
was not his best effort!

“linitially thought I would not get that catch. Iran alotand
somehow gotitin the end. That was not my best catch; [ took a
better catch in Dambulla against Bangladesh,” he said.
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Bangladesh skipper
Mashrafe Bin
Mortaza is congrat-
ulated by team-
mates after dis-
missing a Sri Lanka
batsman during the
second and final
T20I at the Zohur
Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium in
Chittagong yester-
day. (INSET) Sri
Lanka team pose
with the Sahara Cup
T20I trophy after
winning the series
2-0 yesterday.
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Crown Cement has been contributing to nation building since its
recent mega structures of the country
Jatrabari-Gulistan Flyover, Kuril Flyover and Hatirjheel Project
are built with Crown Cement.
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Dew blurs Mashrafe's vision

NAIMUL KARIM from Chittagong

tion from long before because of the dew. The

As the tense second T20I
@ﬁﬁlﬂlﬂl‘ entered its last few overs

yesterday night, there were
two questions that lingered
in the minds of those watching: When will
Shakib Al Hasan, who had two overs remaining,
have a go at the Sri Lankans and why would
Forhad Reza, who had bowled just one over
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before the 20th, be given the last over?

As Mashrafe Bin Mortaza put it, it was ulti-
mately the dew factor that compelled him to take

those rather unconventional steps.

“The ball was completely wet due to the dew
and he (Shakib) was not able to grip the ball and
also it was a left-handed batsman at the crease
sald Mashrafe at the post-

(Thisara Perera),”
match press conference.

"We wanted the last over to be tight after me
and Rubel bowled. Shakib was out of the ques-

planned delivery.

explained Mashrafe.

he added.

ball slipped out of the pacers' hands as well. At
one stage we had to bowl cross seam, " he added.
Yet again, it was the last ball that denied the
hosts a T20 win. On this occasion, with two runs
required off the last ball, Forhad bowled a slower
bouncer which was whacked for a four. Despite
the criticism, Mashrafe stated that that was a

"We wanted a wicket in the last ball and go for
a win instead of giving them that single. And so
we thought it would be best to bowl a bouncer
and surprise the batsman. Forhad gave his full
effort, but unfortunately, the ball was so wet and
soft that it slowed down after hitting the wicket,”

"The fine-leg fielder was inside to put a little
bit of doubt in the batsman's mind, so that he
wouldn't expect the bouncer. We were looking for
a mis-hit, but unfortunately, it didn't work out,”

Mashrafe, who won the toss on both occa-
sions, explained that it was hard to predict the
conditions at the ground.

“The last time I chose to bowl 1 saw that there
was no dew in the evening, also the ball stayed
low in the second innings. Considering that I
chose to bat first today. While the ball did stay
low in the second innings, there was plenty of
dew unfortunately,” said Mashrafe,

Disappointed with the way his batters played,
Mashrafe thought that they were 10 to 15 runs
short. At the same time however, the captain
believed that the hosts showed plenty of vigour to
make a game of it.

“I always believed that we could beat Sri Lanka
even before the series. We lost due to mistakes

that we made. Could have been better if some of
our players were not injured, but there are no
excuses. We will try to take the positives from this
game into the ODIs,” said Mashrafe.

Pacers put India on top

AFP, Wellington

A career-best six-wicket haul by
Ishant Sharma put India
firmly in charge at stumps on
the opening day of the sec-
ond Test against New
Zealand
Wellington on Friday.
New Zealand were rolled for
192 in their first innings and at

Fulton Ibw | Sharma

88  SCOREBOARD

NEW ZEALAND: Firstinnings

"It's a team sport. Whatever the team needs
from me [ do that," he said.

"What [ did was bowl in the right areas
throughout the day. What we learned from
the Auckland second innings was that if you
bowl in the good areas and keep it there fora
long time you get rewards.”

New Zealand batsman
Kane Williamson said the state
of the wicket helped as well.
13 "It seamed around a bit and

the close India were 100-2 | Rutherford cVijayb|Sharma 12 | they got the ball to swing

with Shikhar Dhawan on 71 | WilliamsoncRSharmabShami 47 | nicely and they bowled very

and Sharma, playing the | LathamcDhonibiSharma 01 well, so it was definitely a

nighwatchman role, on three. P : good challenge batting first
Murali Vijay was the first PnceTsomE AN 1 g b on it and it was nice to scrape

Watling c RSharmab|Sharma 0

wicket to fall, caught behind | yessham cDhonibShami 33 | togetherascrappy total."

by BJ] Watling off Tim | SoutheecVijayblSharma 32 New Zealand had expected

Southee for two. He tried to | Wagnernotout 51 a troubled ride from the

pull out of the way of a rising
delivery but it cut back
sharply to skim his gloves on
the way to the keeper.

Boult ¢ Pujara b Shami
Extras: (Ib-2, w-8, nb-6) 16
Total: (All outin 52.5 overs)
Fall of wickets: 1-23, 2-26, 3-26, 4-45, 5-
84,6-86,7-133,8-165,9-184,

2l moment Brendon
McCullum lost the toss and
they were predictably sent
into bat first on the hard,

192

Cheteshwar Pujara was out | Bowler 0 M RW/| greenwicket.
10 minutes before stumps for | Zaheer 17 3570 Peter Fulton and Hamish
19 when rapped on the pads | Shami 165 4 70 4 1 pytherford, who were both
by Trent Boult. LN 73316 1 truggling for runs, cautiously

i Jadeja 2 1120 , '

India’s 100 came from 28 |\ o0p e o 0 negotiated the first half hour
oversas the wicketlostits early | ppayannotout 71 | until the introduction of
feistiness in the late after- Vijay cWatling b Southee 2 | Sharma to the attack turned

NOON Sun.

New Zealand struggled
through 52.5 overs for their
192 with Sharma taking 6-
51, following another six-

Pujara lbw Boult
| Sharmanot out
Extras: (b-4, w-1)

wicket bag in the first Test, | jadeja, Zaheer, Shami.
while Mohammed Shami | Bowler
finished with 4-70. Boult

Sharma deflected praise of | >outhee
his own performance and said :”?“E'
India had learned from the Loodel

: i Neesham

way they dismissed New Toss: India

Zealand for 105 in the second
innings of the first Test.

Kettleborough.

Total: (For 2 wkisin 28 overs)
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-89.
To bat: Kohli, R Sharma, Rahane, Dhoni,

Umpires: Steve Davis, Richard

19 | thegameimmediately.

3 In the space of 14 balls,

1 ng mixing up deliveries of swing
and bounce, he reduced New

Zealand from 23 without loss

to 26-3 and they never recov-

0 MR W/ ered with the innings coming
9 418 11 toanendshortlyaftertea.
L0 o Only lusty hitting at the tail
7036 0) o ‘ Senlea
3014 0 y debutant ]ln:lrny eesham
3 0 8 o and Southee lifted the total

close to the 200 mark, after
New Zealand at one stage
were 133-7.

Asif shines with
maiden double

SPORTS REPORTER

Asif Ahmed took his overnight score to a
double hundred on the second day of the
third round matches of the National Cricket
League at the Fatullah Cricket Stadium yes-
terday.

Resuming the day on 171, the right-
hander made exactly 200, his maiden first-class double, as
Dhaka Metro piled up 400 runs before declaring their
innings closed. Barisal however made a confident start in
their innings, reaching 109 for two at stumps and Asif also
shone with the leather by taking both the Barisal wickets.

At the Sheikh Abu Naser Stadium in Khulna, Dhaka
Division improved their batting in the second innings
against impressive Sylhet, but were still trailing by 145 runs
with seven second innings wickets in hand.

Mahbubul Karim missed his hundred by only four runs

but his effort and Jasim Uddin's unbeaten 84 put
Chittagong ahead against Khulna at the Shahid Chandu
Stadium in Bogra.
A six-wicket haul by Shafiul Islam destroyed hosts Rangpur
as Rajshahi consolidated their position despite their batting
hiccup in the second innings. To add to the hosts' woes, all-
rounder Alauddin Babu suffered an injury during fielding
and did not turn up to bat later.
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U-19s primed
for Afghan
challenge

SPORTS REPORTER

Refreshed from a hundred
per cent success rate in the
warm-up games, the
Bangladesh Under-19s will
play their first group match
against Afghanistan today in
the ICC Under-19 World
Cup in Abu Dhabi today.

Bangladesh have been
pitted in Group B along with
Australia, Afghanistan and
Namibia.

In yesterday's opening
day matches, fifties from
Ben Duckett and Ed
Barnard, followed by a
three-wicket haul from
seamer Will Rhodes paved
the way for England Under-
19s's 213-run thrashing of
UAE under-19s in Abu
Dhabi; a half-century from
Sri Lanka Under-19s captain
Kusal Mendis helped set up
the team's 49-run victory
against New Zealand Under-
19s in Sharjah; an all-round
performance from Tinashe
Kamunhukamwe helped
Zimbabwe Under-19s to a
six-wicket win against
Canada Under-19s in Abu
Dhabi; and South Africa
Under-19s beat West Indies
Under-19s by 94 runs at
Dubai.

Cambrian College

SCOREBOARD

BANGLADESH R B 456s
TamimcMendisbKulasekara 2 4 0 0
ShamsurcChandimal b Dilshan 1 3 0 0
Anamul cK PererabSenanayake 24 172 2
Shakibc KulasekarabSenanayake 12 6 3 0
NasircChandimalbMendis 8 130 0
SabbircKulasekarabMalinga 26 362 0
Mahmudullah runout g 101 0
RezacChandimal bKulasekara 8@ 140 0
Mashrafe b Malinga 7104 0
SunmycChandimalbMalinga 5 6 1 0
Rubel notout 0 00 0
Extras: (b-1,|b-3, w-3) 7

Total: (All outin 19.5 overs) 120

Fall of wickets: 1-3, 2-3, 3-35, 4-41, 5-47 6-
59,7-80,8-101,9-120.
Bowler 0
Dilshan 2
Kulasekara 4
Senanayake 4
Malinga 3
Mathews 2
Mendis 4
SRILANKA R
Perera lbw b Shakib 21
Dilshan b Sunny 3
Chandimal lbwbMahmudullah 3
Sangakkara ¢ Tamim b Rubel

K Pererab Mashrafe

Mathews c Anamul b Mashrafe
Kulasekara run out

TPerera not out

Senanayake not out
Extras:(lb-1,w-2,nb-1)

Total: (For 7 whtsin 20 overs)
Did not bat: Mendis, Malinga.
Fall of wickets: 1-23, 2-25, 3-32, 4-42, 5-46,
6-50, 7-96.
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Bowler 0O MR W
Sunny 2 0 8 1
Mashrafe 4 0 29 2
Rubel 4 0 34 1
Shakib 2 0 8 1
Mahmudullah 4 0 16 1
MNasir 2 0 110
Reza 2 0 16 0

(=9

Result: Sri Lanka won by 3 wickets an
clinched 2-match series 2-0.

Player-of-the-match: Thisara Perera.
Player-of-the-series: Nuwan Kulasekara.

IPL MATCH-FIXING
MS under
cloud of
suspicion

CNN-IBN, New Delhi

A secret report given to the
Supreme Court by the
Justice Mukul Mudgal
comimittee investigating

IPL Spot-fixing contains a
statement from a Tamil
Nadu cop that names Team
India skipper Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, Hindustan
Times has reported.

Superintendent of Police
G Sampath Kumar's state-
ment to the committee cites
a bookie named Kitty who
claims that Dhoni and for-
mer Chennai Super Kings
principal Gurunath
Meiyappan, son-in-law of
BCCI president N Srinivasan,
were part of a "deal"” that
involved fixing in the Indian
Premier League.



