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No respite in extra-
judicial killings

A betrayal of commitment

AR from diminishing, incidents of extra-judicial
killings have, of late, rather been registering an
increasing trend. According to a local human rights
watchdog, Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), until February 10,
some 44 persons have been the victims of extrajudicial
murder and enforced disappearance. What is most repug-
nant is that the majority of those killed or made to disap-
pear by force were members of the opposition political

parties.

There is reason to be highly concerned over the report,
since it involves murder of citizens, whatever their political
identity, by lawmen under cloak and dagger circumstances.
[n this column, we have been consistently expressing our
outrage against all kinds of human rights violation includ-
ing, especially, extra-judicial killings at the hands of law-
men. Despite the widespread coverage and criticisms of
these incidents in the media and by human rights watch-
dogs, both local and international, precious little has been
done by the government to put a stop to such killings and
instances of enforced disappearance. Worse still, the gov-
ernment has rather been receiving these reports with its

characteristic denial mode.

[ronically though, the AL government had in 2009 com-
mitted in its manifesto to bring an end to custodial deaths

and the so-called cross-fires.

The government's failure to attend to these incidents
with due seriousness has been read by the general public as its
sheer insensitivity to the issue of security and safety in the lives
of citizens it is supposed to protect. This state of affairs is not
only unacceptable to the common public, but also puts the
national image to disrepute globally. Unless effective steps
are taken to curb such abominable abuse of power, we will be
castigated as a country with the least respect for the rule of law

and sensitivity towards the sanctity of human life.

Poor performance at DITF

Purpose largely defeated

HE Dhaka International Trade Fair is an annual

showcase for Bangladeshi products and exportable

goods. However, this year saw only a marginal pres-
ence of locally manufactured products, which actually
defeated the main purpose of the fair. This poor turn-up of
prospective foreign buyers resulted in generating business
volume roughly 50 per cent less than the preceding year,
with export contracts down to Tk804 million compared to
Tk1.57 billion last year. It is not only that the fair organisers
were confused about the purpose of the exposition. Not
only were there instances of lower grade products finding a
foothold in the fair, many local products did not get space

due to financial constraints.

It is also crucial that we start diversifying our markets,
especially when zero-tariff barriers exist in the Asian region.
With the government eying an export market worth some
LUS$50 billion per annum over the next five years, time has
arrived to take more proactive measures in finding ways to
generate interest in our products internationally. However,
unless the ground rules change with regards to political
players holding the economy hostage when engaging in
agitation, little can be achieved in bettering our prospects as
a stable country to do business with. The search for markets
will have little impact if we cannot break out of the vicious
mindset of grinding to a halt all economic activity every

time the political scene heats up.

Bangladesh belongs
to its children

ALAMGIR KHAN
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HE first line of the introduction to the

National Children Policy 2011 is, 'Children

constitute the foundation of a nation.' Do the
policy makers understand the full import of this
statement? The last line of this part states that the
contextual importance of this policy has to be taken
into due consideration in making all national devel-
opment policies, planning, programme implemen-
tation and budgeting. The concluding line should
have rather carried the message that interests of chil-
dren must be put at the forefront in making policies,
planning, implementation and budgeting.

William Wordsworth had exclaimed: 'The Child is
father of the Man.' The authors of this children's
policy began with nearly what the poet said more
than two hundred years ago. Then they drifted away,
like policy makers cannotbut do.

The full import of that statement can be that chil-
dren are father of a nation. Really, to whom will
Bangladesh belong in 20417 Not the present political
leadership; today's children or adolescents will be at
the helm of the nation then. But those political lead-
ers who will survive till then will have today's chil-
dren ask them: "What did you do forus?”

President Obama, in his State of the Union
address, imagined: "And when our children's chil-
dren look us in the eye and ask if we did all we could

For children of the wealthy in Bangladesh, who
have the shining prospect of emigration, there will be
the worried western leaders to answer their question.
But children of the poor and working people of this
country will be here demanding an answer from you,
if, however, you at all care about this.

Have you done anything to make sure that 'our
success should depend not on accident of birth," and
will you be able to boast then like Obama today that
the daughter of a factory worker is CEO of the largest
automaker, the son of a barkeeper is Speaker of the
House, and the son of a distressed mom the presi-
dent? It depends only on what we are doing for
today's children irrespective of their family back-
ground, the accident of birth. What 'ladders of
opportunity’ are we building for them? VIPs can at
least line the roadsides to salute our children while
they go to school.

The writer is Research and Publication Officer, Centre for
Development Innovation and Practices.

The caravan must move on

HE Dhaka Forum, which we

have been informed is a new

group of retired profession-
als and senior citizens, has got it all
wrong. Contrary to what it thinks,
the last general election was not a
farce, This government is not ille-
gitimate. The re-elected govern-
ment is not hanging on to power.
You do not dismiss an election as a
farce because a political party
chooses to boycott it. A govern-
ment does not lack legitimacy
when it decides to uphold the
constitution. And farce is when
democracy is stifled and yet elec-
tions and referendums are contrived in order for a cabal of
individuals to perpetuate itself in power. Nothing of the
kind happened in January this year.

A former governor of the Bangladesh Bank has informed
us that this government, despite its electoral return to power,
is not accountable to the people. And would it have been
accountable if it had succumbed to pressure? There are or
could be a whole number of reasons for people to disap-
prove of some of the acts of
the government before the
election, but to suggest that
it is unaccountable, that it
approximates regimes
resting on the basis of
coercion, is rather wide of
the mark.

A former ambassador
has tried to persuade us
into believing that the new
Jatiya Sangsad lacks legiti-
macy because it was
elected through an absence of voters. Let us go into a very
moral question -- and morality is what some people have
been talking of for weeks now -- about the election, indeed
about politics. In a democracy, you do not have any fixed
number of people who must vote before an election can
acquire credibility. And democracy does not say -- and
neither does the constitution -- that elections cannot be
held because a political party has threatened to stay out of
it. So what do you do when in a perfectly democratic sys-
tem a government has finished a term in office and wishes
to go before the electorate again? Pluralism has little room
for petulance. The law does not have to cringe in the face of
agitation by men and women who have never been serious
about parliament.

Despite what the Dhaka Forum suggests, Bangladesh is
not at a crossroads. It would have been had elections not
taken place, had murder and mayhem on the streets forced
the ruling coalition into submission. And here is one other
point that calls for a rebuttal: the former diplomat present-
ing the keynote paper at the deliberations thought the
election was a deviation from the spirit of the War of
Liberation. And what was that spirit? Simply that constitu-
tional continuity will be maintained in the true spirit of
democracy. The spirit of 1971, we will remind everyone yet
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Despite what the Dhaka Forum
suggests, Bangladesh is not at a
crossroads. It would have been
had elections not taken place,
had murder and mayhem on
the streets forced the ruling
coalition into submission.

once again, was undermined when military dictatorship
put the knife into the noble ideals of socialism and secu-
larism in the constitution, when the enemies of
Bangladesh were told they could pursue politics in a coun-
try they had tried to force into abortion forty two years ago.
Why did no one from the Dhaka Forum make any refer-
ence to such past misdeeds?

Democracy, it was put across at the discussion, had
been put at risk through the manner in which the election
was held. That is a bit rich coming from people who said
nothing back in 1975 when a constitutional government
was overthrown violently, when some individuals eager to
'save' democracy felt little or no qualm about linking up
with Khondokar Moshtaque and his Democratic League.
These men, and others like them, said not a word when the
assassinations of 1975 were given legal sanction through
the indemnity ordinance and the assassin majors and
colonels stayed beyond the reach of the law for twenty one
years. We lived in shame all those years. And these men
looked the other way.

It is sometimes quite enlightening to have wisdom
come our way from men who have served as advisers to
some caretaker regime or other. But here's a truth: when
the Awami League-led alliance assumed office in early
2009, the discovery was
made that thousands of
school textbooks had failed
to go into the hands of chil-
dren across the country --
because those responsible
for the preparation of the
textbooks had not done their
job. It was left to Nurul
Islam Nahid to do what his
predecessor should have
done. The lesson, an ancient
one: do not pelt others with
stones when you inhabit a glass house. Move on, to that
other participant at the dialogue who did not think twice
before insinuating that the present government, because
it 'lacks' legitimacy, must depend on foreign powers for
survival. It is an old argument, first fashioned in pre-
1971 Pakistan and then put to good use by the propo-
nents of 'Bangladeshi nationalism.' It is an irritant, but
you can ignore it for the puerile sentiment it happens to
be.

The saddest part of societal reality in Bangladesh today
is the decline of a class of intellectuals in the country. The
people, they will tell you, are more important than the
constitution. Of course they are. Change or amend the
constitution, they say, and things will be fine. Ah, but why
must the constitution, because it has been flouted and
changed and amended so many times in these four
decades plus, keep going through the same humiliation
for years on end? Why must the albatross of a caretaker
system be made to hang around our necks only because we
need 'inclusive' elections?

But, then again, some people will go on quibbling. Let
them. The caravan must move on.

The writer is Executive Editar, The Daily Star.
E-mail: ahsan.syedbadrul@gmail.com

Entrepreneurship key in growing
jobs, fighting poverty

CURTIS §. CHIN

" CROSS South and Southeast Asia, nations are
doing what they can to better prepare their busi-
nesses and their citizens to compete in an increas-
ingly interconnected world. The challenges are vast and
varied.

From top-ranked Singapore to lowly-ranked Laos, the
ease of doing business is all across the board. While
Singapore held on to the No. 1 ranking for ease of doing
business, Bangladesh was ranked No. 130. That meant
doing business in Bangladesh was even more difficult than
in Pakistan (110), but easier than in India (134).

Rounding out the “Top 5" for worst in Asia in the World
Bank 2014 Doing Business report -- the latest annual assess-
ment of the ease of doing business in economies around
the world -- are Timor-Leste (179), Afghanistan (164),
Laos (159) and the Marshall Islands (156).

None of these nations though should take heart in the
retort: “Well, at least we're better than Myanmar or
Somalia.”

Indeed, when it comes to doing business, there are few
places worse, it seems, than the likes of Myanmar, unless
you make your way to parts of Africa. That's at least,
according to the World Bank, which has Myanmar ranked
as worst in Asia -- at 182 of
189 economies -- on the
ease of doing business.

Clearly, investing in
Somalia is not for the faint
hearted. The World Bank
report once again skips
Somalia entirely, with law-
lessness and lack of reliable
data no doubt two of the
factors why Somalia contin-
ues to be absent in the rank-
ings.

Yet, just as in the Top 5
ranked economies for ease
of doing business --
Singapore, Hong Kong, New Zealand, the United States
and Denmark -- there are lessons to be taken even from
Somalia on how best to grow economies and address
persistent poverty, whether in Africa orin Asia.

More than ever, given dwindling government budgets
and reduced foreign assistance dollars, the private sector --
whether brave entrepreneurs, small- and mediume-sized
enterprises or well-established and deep-pocketed corpo-
rations -- can play a critical role in fighting poverty.

With well-thought through partnerships, such efforts
can be done in a way that is quite frankly good for business
-- and be more sustainable than aid packages subject to
donor fatigue and annual budget cuts.

Just ask Alisha Ryu and David Snelson, the two
American business pioneers first spotlighted by me in
Fortune. The two entrepreneurs are behind a Mogadishu
guesthouse and security firm, which employs nearly 40
Somali men and women, and by a conservative estimate,
indirectly supports another 400 extended family mem-
bers.

Ryu, a former combat journalist, and Snelson, a
retired US army warrant officer, have been living and
running their business in Mogadishu full time since
2011. Last year, the US news program 60 Minutes
described their role in digging up and returning to the US

While development banks and aid agen-
cies can provide incremental good, it is
good governance and a strong rule of
law that are critical to businesses and
essential to job creation and long-term
growth, in Bangladesh and elsewhere.

The private sector must be a critical
partner if we are to sustainably lift
people out of poverty.

the remains of a helicopter shot down and made famous
in the book and blockbuster Hollywood film "Blackhawk
Down." Both recount the US military raid to capture a
Somali warlord. A deadly battle ensued, killing hun-
dreds of Somalis and 19 Americans 20 years ago in
Mogadishu this past October.

That battle was just one of many tragedies in this rest-
less nation on the Horn of Africa. Since then, Somalia
has been by ravaged by clan warfare, and feared world-
wide as a breeding ground for pirates and al-Shabaab
militants.

Ryu told me: "It was, and still is, our hope that by show-
ing it is possible to do business in Somalia in a smart,
knowledgeable way, others will follow our example.”
Indeed, whether in Asia, Africa or the United States, it will
be small businesses and entrepreneurs -- regardless of
nationality -- who will drive long-term change and job
creation.

"Business investments that can make money and simul-
taneously empower communities at the grassroots level is
key to economic growth and the reduction of poverty-
related violence in Somalia and everywhere else in the
world," Snelson says.

For nearly four years, I served as US ambassador to and
board member of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) --
an international financial
institution focused on
poverty reduction and
infrastructure investments -
- and there too, Ryu and
Snelson's message would
have greatrelevance.

While development
banks and aid agencies can
provide incremental good,
it is good governance and a
strong rule of law that are
critical to businesses and
essential to job creation and
long-term growth, in
Bangladesh and elsewhere.

The private sector must be a critical partner if we are to
sustainably lift people out of poverty.

Yet, too often, inept bureaucracy, poor or poorly
enforced regulation, interventions by government and
endemic corruption get in the way. These challenges of the
“little bric” may well be a longer-term constraint to growth
and one of the biggest impediments to building better
lives for people everywhere, including in the world's most
fragile and conflict-atfected states.

Few may have the nerve, or the heart, to do what Ryu
and Snelson are trying to do in Somalia -- building a busi-
ness that can turn a profit while promoting economic
growth.

But by creating jobs for three dozen Somalis who would
otherwise be prey for pirates and religious extremists,
perhaps they offer a bit of hope and an example that a
small business can have an impact, regardless of how long
or how fleeting, even in the most troubled places in this
world. And that's as true in Yangon, Delhi or Dhaka, asitis
in Mogadishu.

The writer served as U.5. Ambassador to the Asian Development Bank
under Presidents Barack Obama and George W. Bush (2007-2010). Heisa
managing director with advisory firm RiverPeak Group, LLC. Follow him on
Twitter at @CurtisSChin.
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Open Rajshahi University

The Rajshahi University syndicate on Dec. 24 last
year decided to hike various fees including exam
fees. They also decided to introduce evening
programmes. The general students started their
demonstration against these whimsical decisions of
the administration. While the students of RU were
demonstrating, the BCL activists along with the
police force attacked them. They even went to the
extent of opening fire on the innocent students.
Several students were injured severely. The BCL
cadres also vandalised properties on the campus
later. Following the unrest, RU authorities have shut
down the campus for an indefinite period which
will obviously increase session jam. Moreover, the
admission process will be delayed. We urge the
university authorities to discuss the matter with the
protesting students to overcome the deadlock and
open the campus as early as possible.

Wasiur Rahman Shibly

Dept. of Law
Rajshahi University

Why such flattery?

Speaker Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury has been
elected from Rangpur-6 (Pirgachha) in the 10th
parliamentary election. Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina left the seat for her, In her address to the local
people the speaker said that she would remain by
the side of them as sister of Joy. When she is radiant
in her own glory and possesses an envious family
background, introducing herself as sister of Joy is

nothing but mean flattery.
Zaman
Mirjapur, Khulna

Controversial reforms of
ICC

The International Cricket Council (ICC) has
approved the structural reforms despite the com-
plaints that this will give too much power in the
hands of the 'Big Three" India, England and
Australia. The proposals were passed as ICC board
got the eight votes they needed. So the 'Big Three'
gained huge power with this controversial reform.
Who knows what will happen next?

Md. Golam Rabbani

On e-mail

Comments on news report,
“SORRY, Khaleda,” published on
February 10, 2014

Rezaul Karim

Well, 17 extra-judicial deaths are still big. As
Muslims, like you both are, we believe, “one killing
is like killing the whole humanity and saving one
life is like saving the whole of humanity.” We should
be concerned about any human rights violation and
for killing of an innocent person, we should be
appalled. Martin Luthar King said, “Injustice any-
where is a threat to justice everywhere.”

A freedom fighter

All the political workers are foot soldiers as their
leaders have declared war. But the innocent people
who were burnt alive are the victims. 1 have cried
many times seeing the helpless father sitting beside
his 14-year-old burnt son. But she does not care
about them, because her sons are safe. What a
leader!

S. M. Iftekhar Ahmed

In these days of advanced technology, it is unfortu-
nate to see that politicians still shamelessly try to
twist facts. Either they are living in a bygone era or
are too arrogant to still feel that they can fool the
people.

Khalid Hasan

The Daily Star said that even 17 deaths in a month
are much higher and not acceptable. I don't under-
stand. Is there an acceptable limit to such killings?

Jamshed Chy

Such untrue statement from a former prime minister
is truly disappointing for Bangladesh. 17 deaths are
not acceptable but one cannot take advantage by
increasing the death numbers. At the time of Hefajat
mayhem in Dhaka, BNP said about 2500 people
were killed. If general people believed it, it could
bring about a disaster in Bangladesh. But luckily it is
not the year 1975 but 2014 where the media is liter-
ally everywhere in Bangladesh.

Concerned citizen

Well, it would be interesting to see what BNP has to
say about this report. Does DS have any plan of
carrying out a survey/research to get a statistical
estimate of how many "legal” votes were cast during
theJan 5 election?
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“18-year-old girl burnt by stalkers”
(February 08, 2014)

Mofi

How barbaric! Will these animals get appropriate
punishment?

Mohammad Rahman

I am totally speechless. How can a human being do
this to another human being? The culprit may be
caught and punished but the girl's life will not be the
same. [ think the same should be done to the culprit
as punishment so that he can feel what harm he has
caused to another person’s life.




