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Sangsad sees debate
on opposition role

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiya Party will stage a walkout
from the House or resign from the cabi-
net, if necessary, to protest the govern-
ment's anti-people stance, a JP state
minister said in parliament yesterday.

During a debate over the opposition
role, State minister for Labour and
Employment Mojibul Haque Chunnu
said his party would appreciate the
government's good performance and
criticise it when necessary.

"If required, we will resign from the
cabinet or stage a walkout from the
House protesting the government's
anti-people stance.”

Independent lawmaker Rustom Ali

Farazi initiated the debate if the opposi-
tion party would be able to play its due
role while itis also in the cabinet.

He said parliament would be more
effective if the independent lawmakers
play the role of the opposition. Rustom
sought guidelines from Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in this regard.

Then Mojibul Haque Chunnu took
the floor. He said there is no constitu-
tional bar to participating in the govern-
ment form the opposition bench.

Chunnu bitterly criticised former
opposition BNP for enjoying all benefits
after its continuous boycott of the ]S
Ses5101S.

Joining the debate, Agriculture
Minister Matia Chowdhury said it is not

the opposition party's role to oppose
everything.

“We have no objection if the oppo-
sition plays its due role,” she said. But
it doesn't have to encourage terrorism,
militancy and anarchy or patronise
anti-liberation forces, the veteran
leader added.

After gquestion-answer session,
independent lawmaker Haji
Mohammad Selim, also the ruling
AL's Dhaka city joint general secre-
tary, raised the issue of law and order.

He bitterly criticised Bangladesh
Chhatra League and Islami Chattar
Shibir and said Shibir is cutting ten-
don while BCL is chopping off wrists
and heads of the people.

HC questions
ACC's 1naction
to grill Biman

CBA leaders

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday questioned
the legality of the Anti Corruption
Commission's inaction to investigate
corruption allegations against 17 CBA
leaders of Biman Bangladesh Airlines.

After hearing a writ petition filed by
Human Rights and Peace for
Bangladesh, the HC issued a rule upon
the ACC to explain in two weeks why
its inaction to grill the 17 Collective
Bargaining Agency (CBA) leaders
should not be declared illegal.

The petition says the ACC in
January summoned the CBA leaders to
its office on January 26 for interroga-
tion. Though the CBA leaders did not
appear in the ACC office, the commis-
sion has not take any action against
them, it said.

Why not stop

FROM PAGE 1

Altaf filed the petition as a public
interest litigation in October last year,
stating that the proposed 1,200MW
power plant would have harmful
effect on the natural resources,
biodiversity, wetlands and the
livelihood of people in its surrounding
areas.

The constitution and the environ-
ment laws do not allow inflicting
damage on the environment and the
livelihood of people, he mentioned.

Keep highways
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lives were lost and properties worth
crores of taka damaged in road acci-
dents due to these unfitvehicles.

These vehicles were illegal, as they did
not have fitness licence, he argued.

Home secretary, finance secretary,
inspector general of police (IGP), deputy
IGP (highways), joint commissioner
(traffic), Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority chairman, and superinten-
dents of police of the 10 districts had
been made respondents to the rule.

BANGLADESH ISSUES

US Senate hearing today

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The US Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations will again hold a hearing on
Bangladesh's current political situation
and workers rights issues today.

The hearing styled “Prospects for
Democratic Reconciliation and Workers'
Rights in Bangladesh” will be held in
Washington DC, according to the website
of the foreign relations committee.

This is the third hearing of the US
Senate Committee in recent time on

Bangladesh's
cials said.

The hearing carries special signifi-
cance as it is taking place ahead of the
review of the suspension of
Bangladesh's trade privileges in the US
market scheduled for May:.

The Obama administration in June
last year suspended the Generalized
System of Preferences, citing insuffi-
cient progress by the Bangladesh gov-
ernment in ensuring workers' rights that
had been recognised internationally.

political situation, offi-

US embassy was 'in touch'
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smuggling case.

According to the judgment in the case, the
confessional statement of former NSI
director general Brig Gen (retd) Abdur
Rahim reveals that in the third week of
April 2004 he was in the process of trans-
ferring the then NSI director Wing
Commander Shahab Uddin from NSI to
his original workplace in the air force.
While this process was underway, the US
embassy (in Dhaka) sent two of its repre-
sentatives to him (Rahim) and the two
strongly recommended that Shahab
not be transferred.

The Daily Star has obtained a copy ofthe
verdict.

Abdur Rahim also mentioned that on
April 3, 2004 (the day after the haul), he
went to the Prime Minister's Office and
informed state minister for home
Lutfozzaman Babar about Shahab
Uddin's involvement in the smuggling of
the arms. Rahim also requested Babar to
remove Shahab from the NSI and send
him back to the air force, according to the
verdict.

The judgment also stated thatShahab in
his statement spoke about Abdur Rahim's
trip with Paresh Barua to Dubai on the
same flight in cooperation with the
Pakistan High Commission (in Dhaka).
On the other hand, Rahim in his state-
ment admitted that he flew to Dubai
along with his wife following an invita-
tion from the ARY Group.

As the two statements are similar, there
is no logical reason to mistrust them, it
added.

"It has become very clear that these high
ranking army officials while on duty in two
important agencies like the NSI and the
DGFI maintained friendly relations with

the Pakistan High Commission, ARY, the
US Embassy and the Indian separatist
organisation Ulfa leader Paresh Barua.
For this reason, absconding accused Ulfa
leader Paresh Barua while giving Tk 50
lakh to accused Hafizur Rahman said
there is no need to worry about permis-
sion for the CUFL jetty as the chiefs of
the DGFI and the NSI managed those,”
the verdict reads.

Referring to the confessional statement
of Hafizur Rahman, the verdict said Paresh
told Hafizur that NSI director Shahab
Uddin was a powerful person and he
would manage everything like the police,
CUFL jetty, navy and coast guard.

It stated that NSI field officer Akbar
Hossain in his confessional statement
mentioned that Shahab was in close
contact with Hawa Bhaban, considered
an alternative centre of power during the
BNP-Jamaat government rule.

For these reasons, Paresh with confi-
dence assured Hafiz that the NSI and DGFI
men, including Shahab, would take
necessary steps for bringing in the arms
and ammunition.

The accused blamed each other in their
statements, but their confessions still cor-
roborated each other, the verdict said.

The tribunal differed with the defence
lawyers that the confessional statements
were gleaned under duress.

“The accused, especially the NSI and
DGFI officials, were senior to the investi-
gation officer of the cases. Moreover,
some accused like Babar, Nizami and
DGFI director Maj Gen (retd) Rezzakul
Haider Chowdhury did not give any
confessional statement. NSI deputy
director Major (retd) Liakat Hossain also
did not give such statement though he
agreed earlier,” the tribunal said.

Jubo League
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said Lt Colonel Gulzar, in charge of
media wing at Rab-8.
Others managed to flee the scene.
Several firearms including two
pistols and a pipe gun, bullets, and
three sharp weapons were recovered
from the spot, Gulzar added.
The body was sent to Barisal Medical
College and Hospital for an autopsy.
Police said Faruq was sent to jail after
he surrendered before a courtin 2009,
After release from jail, he started

cadre killed

grabbing public and private properties
in the city's commercial areas, police
mentioned.

However, Faruq's father demanded
justice against the "killing” of his son
without trial.

How Faruq became 'Panama Faruq'
Farugq was known as “Panama Faruq”
for his family business titled Panama
Traders.

He and his younger brother
Mahbubur Rahman Chhokku formed
a gang named Panama Bahini around
1998, creating a reign of terror in the

city under the banner of Jubo League.

The gang attacked Barisal Press Club
in 1999.

The duo went into hiding after the
BNP-led alliance government came to
powerin 2001,

Faruq returned to the city from his
hideout after the AL-led government
assumed power in 2008 and got bail
from the court in most of his cases.

He was defeated as a councillor
candidate in last Barisal City
Corporation election.

Owner Delwar denied bail
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bail. The court rejected both of them
bail at thattime.

The surrender came six weeks after
the same court took charges against
them into cognisance and issued arrest
warrants for the couple in the first-ever
move in the country to prosecute gar-
ment owners for a factory fire.

During the hearing on the bail
petitions, District Public Prosecutor
Khondaker Abdul Mannan told the
court that the accused as owners of the
garment unit in Ashulia could not
avoid the responsibility for the loss of

In December last year, police
pressed homicide charges against 13
people, including Delwar and
Mahmuda.

The couple are also facing charges of
negligence that led to so many casual-
ties in the blaze.

According to the charge sheet, they
had constructed the building as per a
faulty plan and illegally used the
ground-floor walkway as a warehouse.

Of the 11 other accused, the factory
manager, quality manager, engineer
and production manager were shown
as fugitives in the charge sheet.

Court and the lower court. Only the
security-in-charge is now behind bars.

In response to a writ petition, the
HC in May last year asked the govern-
ment to explain why it should not be
directed to prosecute Delwar for his
alleged negligence in ensuring work-
ers' safety.

The rule is still pending and the
court may hear it any day, said petition-
ers' counsel Asaduzzaman.

In June last year, a probe body
formed by the home ministry submit-
ted a report to the HC, saying there was

“unpardonable negligence” on the

112 lives. Six accused got bail from the High partofthe owner.
Art you can eat!
FROM PAGE 16 half-eaten Digestive biscuit represent a food.

his ideas around them to create mini-
masterpieces.

The 65-year-old, who has worked as
an advertiser and art director since 1971,
said: "I've always played with images of
food and other objects.”

In one picture he uses pieces of pop-
corn and kernel and imagines them as a
multitude of animals including pigs,
leopards, cows and dogs.

In another, he manages to make a

bra, bike helmet, umbrella and bicycle.

"[ went in with my personal Facebook
page in February 2013 and started post-
ing these images as an expression of pure
enjoyment,” he says.

"Every day | do something, for me, it
is a kind of therapy.

"1 have no preference for materials --
[ regard everything as a challenge but |
try simple and easy things to find like
coffee, dish cloths, floor cloths and

"I always seek more challenges to
create art and use common things to
create the unusual.”

The re-imagining of inanimate, mun-
dane objects is an example of the psy-
chological phenomenon pareidolia.

[t causes people to see random
images and perceive them as something
significant. In this case, Victor manages
to create numerous detailed pictures
from plain objects.
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SC scraps bail
for Hall-Mark
chairman

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday
cancelled the High Court order that
granted bail to Hall-Mark group
Chairman Jasmine Islam in a corrup-
tion case.

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) on December 12 last year filed
the case with Ramna Police Station
against her for not submitting her
wealth statement to the commission.

Earlier on November 11 last year,
the ACC served a notice to Jasmine
seeking the statement within seven
days. Instead of submitting the state-
ment, she sought three months' time
from the commission on November
24,

The HC on January 19 this year
granted her anticipatory bail for four
weeks in the case. But the ACC later
filed a petition with the SC seeking a
stay on the HC order.

Yesterday, a five-member bench of
the Appellate Division of the SC
headed by Chief Justice Md
Muzammel Hossain scrapped the HC
order after disposing of the ACC peti-
tion.

ACC lawyer Khurshid Alam Khan
told The Daily Star that the commis-
sion could arrest Jasmine following the
SC order, if it feels necessary.

Jasmine's lawyer Rafique-Ul Hug
said that his client would now pray to
the lower court for bail in the case.

Earlier in August last year, a Dhaka
court granted bail to Jasmine in 11 loan
scam cases after she pledged to pay Tk
100 crore every month to return the Tk
2,600 crore her company owed to
Sonali Bank.

On January 27 this year, the HC
upheld her bail in these cases, but
declared illegal the condition on
which the Dhaka court had granted her
bail.

[O]J chief picked
up, later freed
without reason

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police allegedly picked up Islami
Oikya Jote (10]) Chairman Abdul Latif
Nezami from his residence in the capi-
tal vesterday and released him after a
while without giving any reason.

Police officials, however, denied the
incident.

The 10] chief said two to three
policemen went to his home at
Gopalbagh around 9:30am and asked
him to go with them. "They kept me in
the lockup of Wari Police Station foran
hour and freed me around 11:00am
without any interrogation,” he told
The Daily Star last night.

Over nine hours after he was freed,
Khaleda Zia, chief of the 19-party alli-
ance that includes 10], issued a state-
ment demanding Nezami's release.
BNP later apologised for the mistake.

Mulfti Izhar, son charge-sheeted
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After the explosion,
police recovered four
handmade grenades
and huge bomb-
making materials like
iron caps, cylinders,
electric cables and 18
bottles of picric acid
from madrasa pre-
mises.

[zharul, however,
claimed that the explo-
sion originated from a
laptop charger while

Two cases -- one under explosive
substances act and the other for stor-
ing acid -- were filed with Khulshi
Police Station on October 8, 2013, said
SI Lokman.

Harun Bin Izhar
his son Harun claimed that it was from
an instant power supply (IPS).

Later a murder case
was filed in connection
with the blast,
Lokman, also the
investigation officer
(I0) of the explosion
case, added.

Police arrested
Harun and his body-
guard Md Junayed from
the house of Harun's
in-law at Hathazari
upazila of Chittagong
on October 9.

The 10 said 12 peo-
ple were accused in the explosive case.
The charge sheet was submitted
against nine people as three other
accused -- Nur-un-Nabi, Md Salman
and Jobair Ahmed -- succumbed to
their injuries at Chittagong Medical
College Hospital.

The unvanquished
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The first month at the CRP went
behind straightening Sharif's back
through physiotherapy, which got
bent due to the absence of his limbs.
After that Sharif was given his artificial
limbs and trained to use them for
nearly two months.

“Sharif's case was quite rare and
challenging because he just had one
hand. But he helped us to help him.,
The first few days we made him stand
and sit down and it was difficult both
physically and mentally. But he sang
songs and played cricket with us to

ease the pressure,” recounted Das.

“Gradually we made him walk up
and down the stairs and today he can
walk with the help of a crutch. With
further exercise, he might not even
need the crutch in the future,” he
added. The CRP also has plans of fund-
ing him for a business and providing
him with vocational training.

Sharif's dream of donning the
national cricket jersey might have
crashed with the accident, but it was
his 'never-say-die' attitude that helped
him reinvent himself against all the
odds.

Shahidullah defends Bangla
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and charisma.

Jinnah was succeeded by Khwaja
Nazimuddin, chief minister of East
Bengal, as the new governor general.
Real power, however, passed into the
hands of the prime minister,
Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan. He soon
made it clear that he was in charge.

Meanwhile, in East Bengal, there
was no let-up in the agitation for
Bangla to be given the status of one of
the state languages of Pakistan. [twas a
point that was made before Liaquat,
who visited the province from
November 18 to 28, 1948. To his dis-
credit, however, the prime minister
remained unmoved by it all and
clearly showed little interest in accom-
modating the demand for Bangla.

A certainly surprising development in
all the agitation for Bangla came when
Fazlur Rahman, a Bangalee minister in
the Pakistan central government, sug-
gested at a conference of teachers on
December 27, 1948 that the Bangla
language be written in the Arabic script.

He obviously thought such a move
would uphold the Islamic nature of the
state of Pakistan among the Bangalees.
Fazlur Rahman's comments were met,
understandably, with derision.

Interestingly, at another conference,
this one known as the East Bengal
literary conference and organised by
another Bangalee minister,
Habibullah Bahar, on Dec 31, 1948
and January 1, 1949, the demand for
Bangla as a state language was reiter-
ated in unmistakable terms.

The eminent scholar, Dr
Muhammad Shahidullah, urged that
the medium of education be Bangla
throughout East Bengal. More shocking
for the ruling classes of Pakistan was his
statement at the conference that all
Bangalees, Hindus and Muslims, came
of an indivisible heritage and were
united by the Bangla language.

Shahidullah's statement was one of
the earliest expressions of what would
in time come to be regarded as
Bangalee nationalism in Pakistan.

Rebels blow up key Pakistan gas
pipelines officials

AFP, Queita

Separatist insurgents in Pakistan's
Baluchistan province have blown up
three pipelines supplying natural gas to
the country's biggest province Punjab,
depriving factories and homes of fuel

for several days, officials said yesterday.

The explosions occurred Sunday
night near the Punjabi city of Rahim
Yar Khan, which lies close to the bor-
der with restive Baluchistan province,
said Arif Hameed, a spokesman for Sui
Northern Gas company.

Drive against
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Haque Khan in the chair.

There are about 200 kilometres of illegal lines taken from
Titas, according to Petrobangla. The Titas authorities came
to know about the connections a few months ago.

However, Titas Gas has long been struggling to discon-
nect thousands of illegal connections to households in its

franchise areas.

According to Petrobangla and Titas sources, an influen-
tial cartel of local politicians from the ruling party, Titas
contractors and officials, police and local administration
are allegedly involved in giving illegal connections.

Previously, Titas disconnected some lines but only to
find later that those were reconnected. Titas officials even
came under attack on several occasions when they went to

disconnect the illegal lines.

The cartel is making a fortune as each household pay
between Tk 35,000 and Tk 45,000 for gas connection.

The illegal connection spree began in May last year after
the government had lifted a three-year ban and announced

legalising illegal lines.

Since, nearly one lakh illegal gas lines has been legalised
that were connected after the government stopped giving
new connections in min-2010. This emboldened the cartel
encouraging people to go forillegal connections.

During a visit to Narayanganj last week, it was found that
about 20,000 households have taken illegal gas connec-
tions using substandard equipment. Petrobangla and Titas
officials say these lines pose serious danger for people.
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US views on Jan 5
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Asked about the timeframe for holding the new election as he
previously favoured to hold it before monsoon, Mozena said, it

is not for America to set the time line.

But the statement he made recognised that the monsoon

starts in June, he added.

He also said the statement was made sometime back and he
did not know whether it would be possible to maintain that

time line.

At the event, Mozena introduced new USAID Mission

Director Janina Jaruzelski.

Asked whether Washington would change its stance after a
recent survey report of Democracy International, Jaruzelski
said, any survey was simply a snapshot in time and not a reflec-

tion of an election.

The US-based organisation's survey says the Awami League
would have won the elections even if all the political parties had

contested.

Jaruzelski said the survey contains messages for both parties.
It says that 57 percent people believe the elections were not
credible and absolute majority people believe there should be
another election relatively soon and certainly before five years.
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