16 Wity
DHAKA THURSDAY FEBRUARY 6, 2014

The Baily Star

Www.bsrm.com

BUILT SAFE!

EEEID treme

Feel safe with Xtreme Inside

BUILT WITH EMF TESTED BSRM XTREME!

BUILT TO LAST!

MAYOR MOHAMMAD HANIE FLYOVER, JATRABARI

R

) DIGITAL

"Corcktiors: opply

55" LED (Model: 55F6400)

Only @ Tk. 22,084
| Up to 12 EMI @ 0% interest

MrP: Tk. 265,000

FPee Internet Package with WiFi Router & Wall Bracket

SAMSUNG

SMART TV

For More Information:
QE553IE6-B, 01712 6bh463

GSP TO US MARKET

Not much done
to get it back

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The LISA is set to review the suspension of the Generalised
System of Preferences (GSP) in May but Bangladesh has not
made much progress in fulfilling the requirements for
regaining the trade privileges.

The American government suspended Bangladesh's GSP
status in June last year citing serious shortcomings in safety
standards and lack of workers' rights at the industrial units
of the country. As many as 16 conditions were put forward
at that time, which have to be implemented by Bangladesh
to regain the trade facility during the review.

The government amended the labour law in July last year
to meet one of the conditions, but has not fully imple-
mented the new law, which provides for full freedom of
association by workers,

However, Bangladesh has made progress in some areas
like registration of trade unions, said Alonzo Glenn Suson,
country director of Solidarity Centre of American
Federation of Labour and Congress of Industrial
Organisation (AFL-CIO) in Bangladesh.

More than 100 trade unions have been registered since
January 2013. But at the same time there are reports of
termination of trade union leaders from the factories, Suson
added.

Another major condition was to recruit 200 additional
factory inspectors by December last year, but the labour and
employment ministry has not even published advertise-
ments in newspapers for recruitment.

The government could only begin factory inspections by
30 teams of the Bangladesh University of Engineering and
Technology from November 21 last year. They visit factories
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Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina visits
Nurjahan Begum, a
union council mem-
ber of Kansat,
Chapainawabganj,
at Pangu Hospital in
the capital yester-
day. BNP-Jamaat
men allegedly
swooped on
Noorjahan on
January 22 and cut
the tendons of her
hands and legs.
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Rein in your

'terrorists’
PM asks Khaleda

Bss, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called
upon BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia to rein in her
“terrorist groups”.
Otherwise, she warned,
stern action would be taken
against them.

"You must control the
terrorist groups you let
loose against Awami
League leaders and work-
ers. Every person has the
right to lead a peaceful life
and we will take whatever
measures are necessary to
protect that right," she said.

Hasina made the
remarks while talking to
journalists after visiting the
injured AL and BCL leaders
at Pangu Hospital in the
capital.

A total of nine party
leaders and workers, who
came under attack by BNP-
Jamaat men before and
after the January 5 polls,
are undergoing treatment
at the hospital.

About the BNP chief's
allegation that over 29,000

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

INDO-BANGLA DISPUTE

Sea boundary
verdict in June

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Jamaat hartal today

Dinajpur Jamaat men vandalise 25
buses protesting arrest of activist

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA)
in the Netherlands is expected to deliver the
verdict on the maritime boundary dispute
case between Bangladesh and India in June.

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar
Alam said this during yesterday's proceedings
of the first session of the 10th parliament.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

The Jamaat-e-Islami has called a daylong countrywide hartal for today,
protesting the death penalty for its ameer Motiur Rahman Nizami in the 10-
truck arms haul case.
In a statement on Friday, the Jamaat, a key component of the BNP-led 19-
party alliance, announced that it would enforce the daylong hartal on Monday.
But in a surprise move, the party backtracked on its decision a day later,
citing Swaraswati Puja of the Hindu community as the reason. Instead, the
SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

India may
try Barua in
absentia

Says Indian Express

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
New Delhi

Taking the cue from a
Bangladesh court that
sentenced top Ulfa leader
Paresh Barua to death in
the Chittagong arms haul
case, India may also try the
fugitive leader in absentia.
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Two goats cross the busy
Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,
using the footbridge at
Shahbagh intersection
yesterday. Ironically, many
city dwellers, in contrast,
are often seen crossing
streets through traffic
despite footbridges being
close by.
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Cold gets you slim
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It is usually a signal to reach for a jumper or turn
up the heating, but it seems shivering may also be
an effective way to stay slim.

A new study from scientists at Sydney
University has found that placing volunteers in
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think reshuffle in
administration would able to make
bureaucracy more efficient?
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TODAY'S POLL
Do you agree with the daim of Khaleda
Zia that around 300 opposition men fell
victim to killing and forced
disappearance in one month? y

Yusuf's trial
at final stage

Closing arguments over his
alleged war crimes begin Feb 12

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The trial of war crimes accused
AKM Yusuf enters the final stage
on February 12 as the
International Crimes Tribunal-2
yvesterday fixed the day for begin-
ning of the closing arguments.

The three-member tribunal
led by Justice Obaidul Hassan
with members Justice Md
Mozibur Rahman Miah and
Justice Md Shahinur Islam set the
date after completing recording
of the testimony and cross-examination of the lone defence
witness in the case.

The tribunal on January 30 completed recording of the
testimony of 27 prosecution witnesses including the
investigation officer and allowed three defence witnesses to
defend Yusuf.

The defence however decided not to produce further
witnesses after AKM Mahbubur Rahman, elder son of Yusuf,
gave testimony as the first defence witness yesterday.

After hearing the closing arguments from both the
prosecution and the defence, the tribunal will either keep
the case waiting for verdict or fix a date to that end.

Yusuf, historically known as the founder of infamous
Razakar force and nayeb-e-ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami, is facing
13 charges of genocide and crimes against humanity
committed in greater Khulna during the Liberation War in
1971.

Of the charges against the 87-year-old accused, the then
deputy chief of Jamaat, which vehemently opposed the
birth of Bangladesh, seven are for genocide, which left
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Language:
stepping back

SYED BADRUL AHSAN

It makes sense, before one
goes into an examination
of the controversy gener-
ated by governor general
Mohammad Ali Jinnah on
the language question
during his visit to Dhaka in
March 1948, to step back a
little and observe the
Bangla language issue as it
developed before and after
the partition of India. It has
to be made clear that the
demand for Bangla as a
language of the state was
not a sudden occurrence
but a well-thought out
proposal from a number of
Bangalee individuals in the
mid to late 1940s.
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