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Truckers allege extortion

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Extortion and harassment
allegedly by a section of law
enforcers has become a
cause of concern for the
drivers, especially of the
goods-laden trucks, on
Dhaka-Tangail highway:.

The ill-practice in the
name of checking docu-
ments is going on for a long
time, alleged truckers.

On Tuesday, this corre-
spondent saw a team of
highway police performing
duty at Gharinda Bypass
near Tangail district town at
around 2:30pm while a
number of goods-laden
trucks remained stranded at
some distance.

Sensing arrival of a jour-
nalist, the law enforcers,
however, left the place imme-
diately by their vehicle.

Then the drivers and
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helpers of the 'stranded'
trucks approached this
correspondent and
alleged that they had been
waiting there as the high-
way police were realising
money from the vehicles
illegally in name of docu-
ment checking.

Aminul Islam, driver of a
Rangpur bound iron rod-
laden truck from
Chittagong, said he was
standing with his truck there
to avoid the team of high-
way policemen.

"During my journey from
Chittagong to Gazipur, I had
to pay a total of Tk 3200 to
the law enforcers at different
points on the highways.
Now [ would have to pay at
least Tk 1000 here and
some amount at another
spot ahead on Dhaka-
Tangail highway. Such
illegal toll collection by

the law enforcers is a regu-
lar matter,” he said.

“The law enforcers even
beat up truckers for refusal
to meet their illegal
demand. Earlier, the toll
collection by the law
enforcers occurred only at
night but recently it goes on
also in broad daylight,”
said Khalilur Rahman,
driver of a Kustia-bound
soybean oil laden truck
from Dhaka.

Several other truck driv-
ers including Amirul Islam,
Shahidul Islam, Shahinur
Miah and Mohammad Ali
made semilar allegations
against the cops.

Mohammad Jobaidul
Alam, officer in charge of
Gorail Highway Police
Station (proposed) how-
ever, said, "Highway police,
traffic police as well as law
enforcers from the nearby

y cops on highway

police stations conduct
checking to verify validity of
documents of vehicles on
the highway."

Besides, some truck own-
ers make unauthorised
changes in the vehicles to
accommodate goods having
more than the approved
weight and on duty police
impose fines as per rule if
such cases are detected, he
added.

About Tuesday's inci-
dent, he claimed that
highway police were
checking documents of
vehicles on the spot and
thie tTruck drivers
remained standing a bit
away to avoid the check-
ing as they did not have
necessary documents.

"The truck drivers lied to
the newsmen to cover up
their faults," he said.

PHOTO: STAR

Drivers of goods laden trucks anxiously 'wait for their turn' near their vehicles a little away from the 'extortionist' law
enforcers at Gharinda Bypass point on Dhaka-Tangail Highway on Tuesday afternoon.
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'Missing' youth
found dead

LINB, Pabna

Police recovered the body of
a young man from a ditch in
Halot area of the district
town on Friday after four
days of his going 'missing’.

The victim was identified
as Masud Rana, 22, son of
Nayeb Ali, a resident of
Bilkula village under Ataikul
police station.

Police said, locals saw the
body of a youth in a ditch
beside the Pabna-Tebunia
Highway in the area around
5:00pm and informed
police.

Later, family members
identified the body to be of
Masud at the police station.

Police suspected that
criminals might have stran-
gled Masud and dumped
the body into the ditch.

Quoting Masud's family
members, police said
Masud went 'missing' on
Monday after going out of
his house.

Couple hit by
bullets in
Munshiganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Munshiganj

Three people, including a
couple, were hit by bullets as
a gang of criminals opened
fire on them at Dighirpar
village in Tongibari upazila
on Friday night.

The injured were identi-
fied as Igbal Hossain, 35,
and his wife Rehana Begum,
23, of the village, and
Habibur Rahman, 25, a
rickshaw puller.

Shahidul Islam, officer
in-charge of Sadar police
station, said a gang opened
fire from a roadside secret
place on the couple Igbal
and Rehana at night while
they were returning home
from a wedding ceremony
at Dewankandi village in
Sadar upazila by a rick-
shaw.

Hearing their screams,
local people rushed to the
spot, rescued them. Later
they were taken to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.
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Hundreds homeless
in 2 fire incidents

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Two fire incidents on
Friday gutted 20 houses in
Bandarban and 250 shan-
ties in Khulna, leaving
several hundred people
homeless.

At least 20 houses of
indigenous people were
gutted in a fire at Oaibri
Marma Para in
Rowangchhari upazila of
Bandarban district on Friday
night.

Locals said, the fire
originated at the kitchen
of one Mong Ni Marma
and soon spread to the
adjacent houses and gut-
ted 20 wood and bamboo-
made dwelling houses out
of 32 there around
9.00pm, reports our corre-
spondent.

Locals and army person-
nel rushed to the spot while
fire fighters from Bandarban
Sadar joined them and
doused the flames at
11.00pm.

Ranadhir Datta, station
master of Bandarban Fire
Station said as the affected
Marma Para was in a
remote area of the district,
they reached the spot after

one and a half hours from
sadar upazila. Bad condi-
tion of the road also made
the journey troublesome,
he said.

The families who lost
everything in the fire inci-
dent are now living under
the open sky, said
Bishwanath Tanchangya,
chairman of Alikhyong
union in Rowangchhari
upazila.

The loss in the fire was
estimated at Tk 30 lakh.

In Khulna, at least 250
shanties of a slum were
gutted in a devastating fire
in the city's Sonadanga area
on Friday night, reports our
correspondent.

A senior station officer
of Khulna Fire Service and
Civil Defense, said the fire
originated from an elec-
tric short circuit at a
shanty at Moylapota slum
around 8:30pm and soon
spread to the adjoining
ones.

More then 250 shanties
were gutted in the blaze,
locals said.

However, about 30 peo-
ple, including a fireman,
received injuries while
extinguishing the fire.
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People of Protapi village in Komolganj upazila of Moulvibazar join hands to renovate
the road in their area as the authorities concerned did not take any step in this regard
despite several pleas in the last two years.

Villagers

authorities fail to wake up

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

Failing to get proper assis-
tance from the authorities
concerned, the villagers
have finally joined their
hands to repair the dilapi-
dated Protapi-Jogonathpur
Road in Komolganj
upazila.

The four-kilometer road
is in bad condition for over
two years, causing several
terrible accidents in the last
few months, said the resi-
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themselves do it as

the condition of the road,
said another villager, Abdul
Malik.

Finding no other alter-
native, over 100 people of
the area on Thursday
started repairing the road
themselves by putting earth
on it, he said.

Contacted, local UP
member Shahid Ullah said
they brought the matter to
the notice of the authorities
several times but failed to
get any response in this
regard.

dents of Protapi village.

During the monsoon the
road goes under water,
increasing the sufferings of the
villagers, especially the school
going children, theysaid.

“We could not send our
children to school during
heavy rain last year as the
road was inundated”, said
Tajul Miah, aresident of the
village.

Despite repeated pleas,
the union parishad and
other authorities did not
take any steps to improve

Land disputes leave 2 killed
in Kushtia, Moulvibazar

STAR COUNTRY DESK

stabbed to death allegedly by his

Two people were killed in land related dis-
putes in Kushtia and Moulvibazar districts

yesterday and the day before.

A man was beaten to death by the sup-
porters of his neighbour over a piece of
disputed land at Nazirpur village in Sadar

upazila of Kushtia yesterday.

The dead was identified as Jabbar
Mondol, 36, son of Khoka Mondol of the
village, reports our correspondent.

Limon Roy, Assistant Police
Superintendent of Kushtia told this corre-
spondent that one Azhar Mondol had a
longstanding dispute with neighbour
Zohurul of the village over a piece of land.

Yesterday morning, when Azhar engaged
some labourers to plant paddy on the land,
men belonging to Zohurul swooped on
them at about 12.30pm, leaving labourer

Jabbar killed on the spot.

younger brother over a land dispute in
Raghunandanpur area on Friday.

The deceased was identified as Abdul
Khalik, 50, aresident of the

area, reports our correspondent.

Locals said there had been a longstand-
ing conflict between Abdul

Khalik and his younger brother Jamshed
Ali, 35, over the ownership of a piece of
land.

As a sequel to the conflict, an altercation
ensued between them in the morning. At
one stage, Jamshed and his men stabbed
Khalik indiscriminately, leaving him dead
on the spot.

Six other people were injured during the
clash. They were sent to Moulvibazar Sadar
Hospital.

Abdul Hye, officer-in-charge of
Moulvibazar police station, said they
arrested Jamshed Ali from the village.

In Moulvibazar, an elderly man was

Threat to
Hindu

trader

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

A bomb-like object was
found at the house of a
Hindu trader in
Phulbari upazila yester-
day morning.

Witnesses said family
members of Prosad, a gold
ornament trader in
Katabari area, found it
along with a letter inside
the house compound
around 7:00am and
informed the police.

The letter stated that
Prosad must pay Tk two
lakh immediatedly, failing
which his house would be
blown up.

Rabiul Islam, officer in-
charge of Phulbari police
station, said they were inves-
tigating the matter.
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Hindu-Bouddha-Christian Oikya Parishad local unit yesterday organised a human chain

at Puratan Bazar crossing in Chatmohor upazila of Pabna, protesting attack on Hindus,
temples and torching of their houses and shops across the country.

SNIPPETS

Youth 'abducted' in Khagrachhari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Driver of a battery run three-wheeler was 'abducted’
by a gang from Aparajita Buddhist Temple area in
the district town on Friday night. The victim was
identified as Mohammad Abu Tahar, 28, of
Mohammadpur area of the town. Quoting family
members, officer in-charge of Khagrachhari Sadar
police station Mohammad Mizanur Rahman said,
Abu Tahar went 'missing' around 10:00pm of Friday
after he went to Aparajita Buddhist Temple area
from Shapla Chattar area to drop some passengers.
The three-wheeler was found in the temple area. His
family members alleged that he was abducted by
local criminals, the OC said, adding that police
were trying to find and rescue the victim.

BSF detains 2 Bangladeshis

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

Border Security Force (BSF) of India arrested two
Bangladeshis at Taltala frontier of Malda district
in Paschimbanga, opposite to Kormudanga border
in Sapahar upazila in Naogaon yesterday morn-
ing. The arrestees were identified as Arif Hossain,
27, son of Daud Hossain and Humayun Kabir, 25,
son of Rezaul Islam of Kormudanga village under
Sapahar upazila in Naogaon. Major Jasimuddin,
Deputy Commanding Officer of 46, Potnitala BGB
Battalion in Naogaon, said two Bangladeshi citi-
zens -- Arif and Humayun -- crossed into India
illegally at around 7:00am through Kormudanga
border. When duo reached Taltala, a BSF team
detained them and handed them over to
Bamandanga police station.

Hartal in Netrakona tomorrow

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

District BNP has called a daylong hartal in the district
on Monday, demanding withdrawal of death penalty
sentence and unconditional release of former state
minister Lutfuzzaman Babor. Lutfuzzaman Babor was
sentenced to death along with 13 others in the case for
10 trucks arms smuggling. Ashrafuddin Khan, presi-
dent of Netrakona district BNP and general secretary
Abu Taher Talukder declared the hartal programme at a
protesting rally held yesterday in front of their office at
Chotobazarin the town.




