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MEESEIQE :
In 2003 World Health Assembly passed a resolution | World Health
for sustainable measles mortality reduction. Since ":; b Drgﬂnizatiun
then estimated global measles mortality has been ™= T
reduced by 71% from 2000 (542,000 deaths) to  Couniry Uifice for Bangladesh
2011. With the improvement of surveillance for measles previously
unnoticed problem of rubella and congenital rubella syndrome (CRS) has
been identified. A child with CRS is a challenge to a family. Complications of
measles can cause death and disability in children. American region has
eliminated measles in 2002 and rubella in 2010. In 2013, Regional Committee of South East
Asia Region has adopted the goal of measles elimination and rubella/CRS control in the region
by 2020, in line with other WHO regions.
Government of Bangladesh has taken necessary steps for measles and rubella control as per
established global strategies. Routine immunization coverage for measles and rubella vaccine is
above the target and periodic supplementary immunization activities have been conducted in
2006 and 2010. Bangladesh is maintaining a high quality surveillance to detect measles and
rubella. These achievements are result of commitment of the government and strong partnership
between govermnment, development partners and the civil society. We are thankful for Global
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization and other partners for supporting forthcoming measles
and rubella (MR) vaccination campaign. We acknowledge the support of global measles and
rubella initiative since 2003 to Bangladesh.
Last month more than 20 million children have been vaccinated in the polio NIDs. | am confident
with strong coordination of various government ministries and departments, involvement of civil
society organizations, advocacy of religious leaders,; targeted children would be vaccinated in
schools and in the community clinics. Special efforts are needed to vaccinate working children,
children in hard to reach areas and high risk areas,
WHO is pleased to provide technical and logistic support for conducting MR vaccination
campaign. Determined efforts of all health managers, health personnel and community
volunteers would guarantee safety and the success. Uniformly high coverage throughout the
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| want to extand my warmest greeting to the Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare of Bangladesh Government for conducting
Measles-Rubella (MR) campaign with a view to eliminate Measles and Rubella from the
country with the association of Lions Clubs Intemational, Global Alliance for Vaccines
and Immunisation (GAVI), World Health Organization (WHO), Rotary International &
United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF). The period of
conduction of the campaign is from 25th January to 13th February 2014. Around 52 millions of children aged 9
months to 15 years will be vaccinated in this 3 weeks rolling campaign.

To mark the auspicious occasion EPI, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare is releasing Supplement at the
Launching Ceremony Measles-Rubella (MR) Vaccination campaign and it will contain relevant information about
the awareness of Measles-Rubella (MR) Vaccination.

Lions Clubs International Foundation is the charitable arm of Lions Clubs Intemational, the largest service club
organization in the world with 1.35 million members in 208 geographic areas and countries. SightFirst, LCIF has
restored sight or saved the vision of 30 million people.

Measles Initiative Launched in 2001, the Measles Initiative—Iled by the American Red Cross, the United Nations
Foundation, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, UNICEF and the World Health
Organization—provides technical and financial support to governments and communities for mass vaccination
campaigns and disease surveillance around the world. In Hamburg, Germany, 8 July 2013 - The GAVI Alliance
and Lions Clubs International announced a unique partnership and also with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and
DFID, UK designed to protect tens of millions of children in the world's poorest countries against measles.

On behalf of Lions Clubs International, | wish the Measles-Rubella (MR) campaign a
grand success. i "
&: ONE SHOT ;

Sheikh Kabir Hossain MJF
e HDMEJMEH.%.LEE Past International Director, Lions Clubs International

INTERNATIONAL

Country-wide Measles-Rubella Campaign 2014 un|Cef@

This is a critical time for Bangladesh to make an

all-out effort to fight measles and rubella - with measles being one of the
leading causes of death among children and rubella in pregnant woman
possibly triggering birth defects. In Bangladesh, around one million children
under one year remain susceptible to measles each year as they are left
out or unable to develop immunity. These children need a second chance for survival.

A countrywide Measles-Rubella (MR) Campaign is scheduled to be hold from 25 January to 13
February 2014. During this time, approximately 52 million children, aged from nine months to
under 15 years will be vaccinated against measles and rubella.

This campaign is one of the largest public health mobilization efforts in Bangladesh, engaging
vaccinators and volunteers covering more than 170.000 schools and 150.000 immunization
centers over a three week period. It will also involve a huge communication and social
mobilization drive, inducing mass media, support by well-known national figures and
door-to-door visits targeting parents and caregivers.

UNICEF is proud to be part of this initiative and remain committed to work with development
partners to better support the country in its effort to make this MR Campaign a success and
ensure that the benefits of immunization reach EVERY child EVERYWHERE.

We believe that this initiative will make a significant and sustained contribution to Child survival
in Bangladesh

Pascal Villeneuve
Representative
UNICEF Bangladesh
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