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RANA PLAZA COLLAPSE

Search for
the remains

Families, rights activists appeal
to locate about 200 still missing

TAMANNA KHAN and AKRAM HOSEN

The discovery of more than 300 bones and three skulls in
the ruins of Rana Plaza over the last one month suggests that
the actual death toll in the disaster might be higher than the
official figure of 1,135.

There have been confusions over the death toll, as none
could confirm how many people were inside the building
when it collapsed on April 24 last year.

According to estimates by workers' rights groups, more
than 200 families are yet to find the remains of their loved
ones.

DNA samples were collected from 322 unrecognisable
bodies, and 157 of them could be identified.

Rag pickers found the skeleton of garment worker
Obaidul Huq with his identity card and mobile phone at
the site on December 13 last year.

With the hope of finding more human remains, rights
activists and workers conducted searches there and found
more than 300 bones and three skulls till January 3.

Activists, workers and families of the missing victims feel
that a fresh search operation will discover more human
remains at the site.

Zaher Majhi, father of missing victim Rabeya Khatun, 18,
went to Savar from Bhola about a month ago when he learnt
about the discovery of human remains.

‘I heard a skeleton of a worker has been found at Rana
Plaza. So I am hopeful that my daughter's remains might
also be discovered,” said the 50-year-old man whose | The construction work of Moghbazar-Mouchak flyover has wreaked havoc on the lives of the New Eskaton Road residents and others who use the street. The lanes towards

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3 Bangla Motor are blocked midway and the ones heading towards Moghbazar are bumpy and very narrow. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN
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D1p n 1icy water
to purify souls!

MAIL ONLINE

Hundreds of Russian Orthodox Christians have
plunged into icy water around Eastern Europe to
mark the feast of Epiphany.

In temperatures as low as -17C, the believers wore
little more than basic swimming costumes as they
leapt into lakes and plunge pools to confirm their
willingness to follow Jesus.

With snow piled high around the water, it's no
wonder many of the Christians grimace as they each

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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