DHAKA MONDAY JANUARY 13, 2014

COUNTRY

2 'robbers' killed

in mob beating

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Two alleged robbers were
killed in mob beating in
Sylhet and Habiganj dis-
tricts yesterday and the
day before.

The first incident took
place at Umonpur village in
Jaintapur upazila of Sylhet
district early yesterday.

The dead is Abul
Hossagin, 25, ol
Sheikhpara village in
Sadar upozila, reports Our
staff correspondent.

Locals and police said, a
gang of 10/15 swooped on
the house of one Nazmul
Hossain at 1:00am.

Hearing the hue and cry,
the villagers chased the
robbers, caught three and
gave them a good beating,
leaving them seriously
injured. However, the rest
managed to flee the scene

Of the injured, Abul
Hossain died at Sylhet MAG
Osmani Medical College
and Hospital, said officer in-

charge of Jaintapur police
station Harun-ur-Rashid
Chowdhury.

In Habiganj, an alleged
robber was killed in mob
beating at Daudpur vil-
lage in Baniachanj
upazila of Habiganj dis-
trict early Saturday,
reports our Moulvibazar
correspondent.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Asim Das, 30, son of
Adrason Das of Balla-
Jagannathpur village in
Nabiganjupazila.

Locals said, a gang of
10/15 stormed into the
house of one Dubai expa-
triate Wasir Miah in the
area. Hearing screaming,
the wvillagers caught the
robbers and beat them up
mercilessly, leaving 11
seriously injured.

Of them, Asim Das
died at Habiganj Sadar
Hospital, said OC of
Baniachanj police station
Shamsul Arefin.

SNIPPETS

Schoolboy murdered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Comilla

Police recovered the body of a schoolboy from Anantapur
villege in Brahmanpara upazila yesterday morning.
Deceased Nadim Hossain, 17, son of Nur Islam of the
area, was a first year student at Shahedbad Degree College
in the upazila. Police said criminals strangled the boy who
went missing on Saturday night. The reason behind the
killing could not be known immediately, they said.

Three poachers held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Three poachers were arrested along with four migratory
birds at Hakaluki Haor, one of the largest wetlands in the
country, yesterday. The arrestees are Sumon Miah, 25,
Boshir Miah, 24, and Faysal Ahmed, 35, of Gulapgonj
upazila. On secret information, Village Conservative
Group (VCG) arrested the trio while they were hunting the
birds with 'poison traps' in the area. They also seized the
birds from their possession, said office in-charge of
Borolekha police station Abul Hasem. A case was filed in
this connection, he said.

Kid falls from rooftop, dies

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chuadanga

A two-year-old boy died after falling from the rooftop of
their house in Mia Para area of Alamdanga upazila town
on Saturday afternoon. The deceased was identified as
Abdullah-Al-Noman, son of Mamun Mallik of the area.
Police and locals said, the kid climbed the rooftop of a
three storied building for playing in absence of his parents
and fell to the ground suddenly. He died on the way to
Kushtia General Hospital.

Man stabbed to death

LINB, Natore

A man was stabbed to death in an attack allegedly by his
niece’s lover at Bagdob village in Boraigram upazila early
yesterday. The deceased was identified as Haripad
Mandol, 50, a resident of the village. Police said
Haripad's niece Mita had love affair with one Robin
Chandra of the village. As Robin tried to pick up Mita
from her house at night, Haripad and his wife Bishakha
Manal resisted him. At one stage, Robin stabbed Haripad
and Bishikha Mandal, leaving both of them critically
injured. They were rushed to Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital where Haripad succumbed to his injuries yes-
terday morning. Meanwhile, police arrested Robin from
Khaksha village of the upazila.
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Birds as well as bats are often trapped in nets used by farmers to protect their fruits, vegetables and crops from being
eaten but the callous act continues as profit-making gets priority over environment and ecology. Photo shows two bats
caughtinanetseton a plum tree in Ishwardi upazila under Pabna district.

A cruelty goes on openly

Farmers in Pabna trap birds in the name of saving crops

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR
Toru, rabna

A large number of natural
birds are getting trapped
and killed in Ishwardi
upazila under the district as
framers set nets to protect
their crops.

Birds caught in this way,
especially migratory ones,
are sold in the market.

Visiting Boktarpur,
Jagannathpur, Bhoimri,
Mirkamri, Lokkhikunda
and Muladuli villages of the
upazila, this correspondent

found fruit and vegetable
plants in large areas covered
with current nets.

"We use nets to protect
our crops, fruits and vegeta-
bles from birds. It is harmful
for the birds but we have to
do it for saving our agricul-
tural products,” said Md
Shahidul Islam, a farmer of
Muladuli village.

“Killing natural birds
without any reason is a
punishable offence accord-
ing to Bird Protection Act.
Farmers cannot kill the
natural birds for saving their

crops. We will conduct
drives against the use of
current nets in the crop
fields,” said Md Sanwar
Hossain, Ishwardi upazila
Nirbahi officer.

Killing natural birds for

saving crops is not accept-
able as it is harmful for

environment, said environ-
mentalists.

“Birds benefit farmers by
eating insects in the crop
fields and help maintain
environmental balance.
Killing birds for saving crop
is a cruel act. There are many

ways like beating dunduni (a
locally made sound produc-
ing device) to save the crop
fields from birds," said
agriculturist Zafar Sadeque.

"Agriculture officials
often inspire the farmers
to use natural means for
protecting the crop fields
from birds. But many
farmers are too unaware
and use banned current
nets for the purpose,” Al
Shahin, development
officer of the Department
of Agriculture Extension
(DAE) in Pabna.

Blockades hamper
delivery of
textbooks to
Pabna madrasas

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Delivery of textbooks to
madrasas in the district for
the new academic year was
greatly hampered due to
opposition sponsored har-
talsand blockades.

District education office
sources said 5.23 lakh text-
books are needed for 40
thousand students of 179
madrasas in the district this
year. But the required text-
books are yet to reach here,
they added.

Textbooks are usually
distributed among the stu-
dents on the first day of the
new academic year. This
year, the authorities con-
cerned could not supply the
books to the madrasas in
time for political unrest like
hartalsand blockades.

Eleven days of the new
academic year have passed,
the madrasa student are yet
to receive their textbooks,
district education officer Md
Kutub Uddin said, adding
that only 83 thousand outof
5.23 lakh textbooks arrived
here on Friday.

He urged the authorities
concerned to take necessary
steps to send the remaining
4.4 lakh textbooks as early
as possible.

While visiting some
madrasas in the Sadar
upazila on Saturday, this
correspondent saw the
students playing on the
premises and the teachers

sitting idle at their respective
institutions.

“With the beginning of
the new academic year, we
could not start giving les-
sons to the students for lack
of textbooks,” said the
teachers of Pabna Islamia
madrasa.

Maulana Johurul Islam,
superintendent of Debottar
Dakhil Madrasa, said edu-
cation of madrasa students
in the district are being
hampered for want of new
textbooks.

He said academic activi-
ties at all 179 madrasas in
the district have come to a
halt as textbooks for the new
academic year are yet to
reach.

2 outlaws held

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Police arrested two alleged

outlaws along with arms
and bullets at Charulia
village in Damurhuda
upazila of Chuadanga dis-
trict early yesterday.

Arrestees Zaker Ali, 40,
and Basu Biswas, 36, of the
village, are the cadres of
outlawed Biplobi
Communist Party (BCP).

Ahsan Habib, officer in-
charge of Damurhuda
police station, said on secret
information, they raided the
area and arrested the duo
along with two pistols and
two bullets.
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10-truck arms haul cases

FROM PAGE 1
at last would see the end of a prolonged
trial.

While placing his arguments yesterday,
he said high-ups of the then BNP-led four-
party alliance government had been
actively involved in smuggling and
unloading of the huge cache of arms and
ammunition.

They used some officials of two intelli-
gence agencies -- National Security
Intelligence and Directorate General of
Forces Intelligence -- to do the job
smoothly, Kamal stated.

He said Babar had instructed the mem-
bers of a five-member probe body, formed
by the then home ministry after the arms
haul, to conceal information about the
involvement of NSI and DGFI officials.

Kamal claimed that the CUFL jetty was
chosen since the fertiliser factory was
under the then industries minister Nizami,
who was pro-Pakistan and maintained an
antagonistic stance against India, the coun-
try that extended support during our
Liberation War.,

At one stage, tribunal Judge SM Mojibur

Rahman asked whether the accused gov-
ernment officials simply carried out
orders.

The prosecution responded by saying
that no honest government official was
bound to carry out any illegal orders of the
government.

Stating that the then BNP-led govern-
ment had misled the investigation, the
prosecutor added that a charge sheet accus-
ing some labourers, truck drivers and cap-
tains of trawlers was submitted within two
months of the arms haul.

In 2008, a Chittagong court ordered
further investigation into the cases, and
during that investigation involvement of
the influential people was discovered, said
Kamal.

Referring to the confessional statement
of prime accused Hafizur Rahman, a local
smuggler, he said Hafizur in his confes-
sional statement mentioned direct
involvement of Hawa Bhaban (the so-
called alternative power house of the then
BNP-led government), officials of NSI,
DGFI, and Ulfa leader Paresh Barua in the
smuggling.

No respite from attacks

FROM PAGE 16

injured his wife, Bishakha Rani Mandal, at
Bagdope village in Natore's Baraigram
upazila early yesterday.

The couple came under attack when they
came out of their room hearing the screams
of their adopted daughter, Mita Rani,
around 12:30am, said Mahfuz Zaman
Khan, assistant superintendent of police
(Baraigram circle) of Natore.

Asked whether the incident had anything
to do with the post-election attacks on the
minorities, Mahfuz said it could only be
said after investigation.

Haripodo died on the way to the hospital
around 1:30am while Bishakha was under-
going treatment at Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital.

Victim's brother Chaitanya Mandal has
filed a case with Baraigram Police Station.

Mohammad Ibrahim, officer-in-charge
of the police station, said the law enforcers
had arrested a youth named Rabin Chandra,
20, in this connection.

Three Hindu businessmen were physi-
cally assaulted by a local Awami League
leader at Lawkathibazar under Patuakhali
Sadar upazila for refusing to sell goods to
him on credit, reports our Patuakhali corre-
spondent.

Fatiq Chanda, who runs a tea stall in the
bazaar, said Bahadur Sheikh, president of the
local ward AL, came to his shop around
10:00pm and asked for a cigarette on credit.
When herefused to do that, Bahadurbeat him.

Later, the AL leader also beat up two other
traders named Sanjoy and Ajoy in the same
bazaar.

"We have been suffering from this type of
repression by Bahadur and his cadres for a
long time now, " said Kajal Rani, wife of Fatiq.

Meanwhile, an eerie calm prevails in
Jessore's Rishipara where two Hindu
women were raped on Wednesday night
allegedly by BNP-Jamaat men following the
10th parliamentary elections.

While visiting area, our Jessore corre-

| spondent found that Hindu families in the

village, like those in Malopara of
Abhaynagar, were sending away young girls
and women elsewhere fearing fresh attacks
by Jamaat-Shibir and BNP men.

Though a police camp has been set up
and local youths are patrolling the village at
night, Hindu villagers are hardly assured of
their safety.

"I have sent my daughter-in-law to her
father's house. Though police are patrolling
the village, we are scared,” said Sandhya
Rani Das of Rishipara.

Families of both the rape victims have
fled the village apprehending more attacks.

"The car of an influential person of this
area was burnt down by anti-election activ-
ists. None has been arrested following the
incident. Compared to him, we are insignifi-
cant people. The same gang that torched his
car raped my wife too. So, what justice can we
expect? It is wise to leave the village silently,”
said the husband of one of the rape victims.

A car belonging to Humayun Sultan
Sadap, son of AL lawmaker Khan Tipu
Sultan, was torched at Rishipara on
December 29 while he was campaigning for
his father. Police have failed to arrest anyone
in this connection.

Meanwhile, members of the minority
community in four upazilas of Gaibandha
district are worried about fresh violence
over the casting of votes in 206 polling
centres, where voting was suspended owing
to violence on January 5.

The male members of Hindu families in
Khatriyapara of Sunderganj upazila have
formed night vigilance groups to guard their
village from attacks.

The Hindus of the upazilas have asked
the government to set up police camps in
their villages to prevent attacks.

In Jhalakathi, miscreants set fire to a
straw heap belonging to Shantosh Shil on
Saturday night in Nalchhiti upazila.

The deputy commissioner and the super-
intendent of police of Jhalakathi visited the
spot and a general diary was filed yesterday
in this regard.
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