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NEW CABINET TOMORROW

All-party; team

of around 50

HASAN JAHID TUSHER and
REJAUL KARIM BYRON

An "all-party” cabinet is going to be formed
tomorrow, for the first time in the history of
the country's parliamentary democracy.

The exact size of the cabinet could not be
known, but it may have around 50 mem-
bers, compared to the 32 in Sheikh Hasina's
last cabinet.

Contacted, several Awami League leaders
have said they are in the dark about who will
be in the cabinet and that only Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina knows it.

Over the past few days, however, more
than 150 lawmakers from the AL and several
lawmakers from five other parties had been
lobbying hard for ministerial posts.

Some of them, including those who
magically amassed huge wealth over the past
five years, met Hasina at the Gono Bhaban
and expressed their desire to get the job.

They even went on to praise the PM for
what they called her "bold leadership”,

sources said.

Meantime, many ruling party MPs have
been discussing among themselves that
Hasina should discard the corrupt ministers
of the previous cabinet and include those
having clean images.

This, they argue, will ease people's
frustration that the AL has won a one-sided
election.

According to AL sources, the Jatiya Party
that is being considered as the main opposi-
tion party with 33 lawmakers may get three
to four ministries. However, the PM has yet
to make a final decision about this.

The JP's intention to play a double role in
the government has raised questions from
different quarters, including from the AL.

AL Presidium Member and
Communications Minister Obaidul Quader
said the JP should not take part in the
government.

Experts say that the main opposition
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An elderly woman waits in an area cordoned off by a rope at Malopara village in Abhaynagar of Jessore yesterday.
Victims of post-polls violence against Hindus gathered there as different organisations distributed relief materials.
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8 CONSTITUENCIES

Army to stay
put till Jan 17

LINB, Dhaka

The Army will remain
deployed in eight constitu-
encies till January 17 to
ensure peaceful conduct of
re-polling in 392 centres
on January 16, said an ISPR
press release.

The eight constituencies
are Dinajpur-4, Kurigram-
4, Gaibandha-1, 3 and 4,
Bogra-7, Jessore-5 and
Laxmipur-1.

The Election
Commission has taken the
decision of keeping the
army personnel deployed
as the strike force for free
and fair re-polling in the
centres.

On January 5, parlia-
mentary elections were

PM talks tough

Vows to tackle violence with an
iron hand, taunts Khaleda
over polls boycott

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yesterday warned against political
violence and attacks on the
minorities, and said the govern-
ment “will act as tough as it takes”
to save lives and properties of
people.

"The Awami League knows very
well how to deal with troublemak-
ers,” she said in a mammoth rally at
Suhrawardy Udyan in the capital.

The prime minister alleged the BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami had
been attacking the Hindus and unleashing violence in different
parts of the country like they did after the 2001 election.

“We could not do much back then as we were in the
opposition. Now, with people's mandate, we are in the

Two housewives
raped for voting

Victims file cases

STAR REPORT

Criminals raped two Hindu homemakers at
gun point in front of their families for
voting in the January 5 elections.

The incident took place at Hazrail
Rishipara of Monirampur upazila in Jessore,
just two days after the attack on Hindus at
Malopara in Abhaynagar of the district on
the election day.

Criminals, wearing masks, stormed two
Hindu homes late Tuesday night and early
Wednesday. They tied up the men and
children before violating the women.

Yesterday, the victims filed two cases with
Monirampur Police Station against seven to
eightunidentified men.

around 10:00pm on Tuesday where they
raped one of the women, reports our Jessore
correspondent.

Notorious robber
after Hindus

Rape, extortion targeted at the
community; he enjoys 'blessings
of BNP-Jamaat'

TAWFIQUE ALI, back from Pirojpur

Some Hindu families at Shikdermallik
union of Pirojpur Sadar upazila have fled ~ \
their homes in the face of rape, extortion /A
and arson by an infamous band of robbers.

Villagers are tight-lipped in fear of ﬂ{—*’ \
further torture by robber Ashraf Ali >/
Sheikh and his gang, who with blessings
of Jamaat-BNP men are committing the
crimes as police take no action over the
incidents, said victims.

Robbers broke into the houses of
Nimai Mistri and Girish Mistriin Gabtola v
village in mid-September last year. Plrﬂjpur

"Actually, the perpetrators stormed the poor households

held in 147 constituencies
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government and we will go tough as much as required to
bring back normalcy and peace in the country,” she said.

weapons,

The gunmen, also armed with sharp
stormed a hut of the wvillage

The second victim in an interview with a

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

of Nimai and Girish to rape women,
of South Gabtola village.

" said an arson victim
SEEPAGE2COL1

Cut ties with Jamaat Govt moves to try Jamaat

European, Asian diplomats call upon Khaleda,
express reservations about Tarique's speeches,
ask govt not to harass BNP leaders

REZAUL KARIM

Several European and Asian diplomats have sug-
gested that BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia part
company with the Jamaat-e-Islami permanently
and immediately stop her elder son Tarique
Rahman from making political statements from
abroad.

They have also asked the government to stop arrests
and harassment of BNP leaders and let Khaleda Zia
move about freely in order to create an atmosphere for

adialogue with the ruling Awami League.

Jamaat's complicity in the violence.

therefore, the BNP as a democratic party should not

- Working on petition; war crimes tribunal's directives to be

. The government is set to file a petition with

However, the latest position of the US on the . @ war crimes tribunal for the trial and

Jamaat could not be known. The superpower has
repeatedly condemned in the strongest terms the -

violence but has never said anything about the . War, 1971.

banning of Jamaat-e-Islami for crimes
against humanity during the Liberation

The investigators and prosecutors deal-

Observing the recent violent state of politics in * 1ng with the 1971 war crimes are working on

Bangladesh, the European and Asian diplomats -

have drawn the conclusion that the BNP's key ally . critical observations made by the tribunals

Jamaat-e-Islami is a terrorist organisation and, ; insome verdicts.

the petition against the backdrop of some

The petition will be filed within the first

week of next month, barrister Tureen Afroz,
one of the prosecutors, told The Daily Star
yesterday.

In the petition, the prosecutors will pray
for a ruling on Jamaat to apologise to the
nation for its war-time roles and pay com-
pensations to victims of crimes the party
committed in 1971,

They will seek directives from the tribu-
nal on the government to create a trust fund
to disburse the compensation money
among the victims or their families, Tureen
Afroz said.

:sought for getting compensation for victims from the party

. ASHUTOSH SARKAR

She added a team of investigators and
prosecutors have been enquiring the crimi-
nal activities of Jamaat-e-Islami, as a politi-
cal organisation, during the Liberation War.

The team has already collected some
documents and evidence on the war crimes
of Jamaat, and it expects to collect more at
home and abroad.

After collecting the necessary documents,
investigators will hand over its report to the
prosecution.

Scrutinising the investigation report, the
prosecution will finalise the petition for

A ruling-party
procession at
Shahbagh heads
towards
Suhrawardi Udyan
yesterday after-
noon to join an
Awami League rally
there. Several such
small processions
from places in the
capital went to the
rally triggering a
traffic nightmare
on the first block-
ade-free day of the
year. It was late
into the night when
congestion finally
eased.
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