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S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Farmers in eight northern
districts are now intensify-
ing cropping by introduc-
ing new cropping patterns.
They are getting windfall
profits from cultivating
new crops, making four
crops seasons round the
year. Farmers said, high
intensive four crops in
sequence- aman (short
duration)- mustard or
potato mungbean - aus
(pariza) are being tested
against farmers cropping
pattern boro (late) - aman
(late) - potato in northern
region of Bangladesh to
increase productivity with
minimum resource use and
creation of seasonal
employment. The program
is collaborative and oper-
ated by RDRS Bangladesh,
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman
Agricultural University
(BSMRAL) with financial
assistance of Krishi
Gobeshona Foundation
(KGF), they added.

NGO RDRS Bangladesh
official sources said, 400
farmers from eight north-
ern districts Lalmonirhat,
Kurigram, Gaibandha,
Nilphamari, Dinajpur,
Panchagar, Thakugaon and
Rangpur were involved for
experimenting new crop-
ping pattern which was
tested in the last couple of
years and became popular
with farmers. The
Agriculture and
Environment Coordinator
of NGO RDRS Bangladesh
Mamunur Rashid said, the
new cropping pattern 1s
replacing boro rice cultiva-
tion by introducing
mungbean and pariza in
aus which is helping to
conserve ground water.
“Results of tested alterna-
tive cropping pattern indi-
cated that farmers applied
16 to 35 times the irriga-
tion, with mean ground
water withdrawal from
12.4 to 20.9 million liters
per hectare for irrigation in
boro rice,” he said.
Expansion of irrigation is
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A farmer poses with her bumper output of mustard at Dhanpara village of Lalmonirhat.

stressing Bangladesh's
water table, which in cer-
tain areas is dropping by 4
to 5 feet a year.

Nibaron Chandra Roy, a
farmer at Sindurmati vil-
lage in Lalmonirhat sadar
said, the production of
two imported and essen-
tial commodities, like
pulse and edible oil, are
increasing through the
cultivation of mungbean
and mustard respectively.
“The biomass of
mungbean and mustard is
also contributing to
increase organic matter in
soil,” farmer Abdul Mazid
at same village added.
"Harvesting of short dura-
tion aman rice like BU
dhan 1, BINA dhan 7 has
created job opportunity in
severe time of joblessness
in monga period,” said

farmer Jafar Ali at
Navarhat village in
Lalmonirhat sadar.
Farmers Rakhal Chandra
Roy, Banai Chandra Roy,
Abed Ali, Shafiqul Islam
and others at
Mohendranagar village
informed that they have
earning good profits pro-
ducing new crops taking
help of NGO RDRS. New
cropping patterns also
helps to save the under-
ground water, which is
essential for the environ-
ment, they said. The
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila
Agriculture officer
Mohammad Nuruzzaman
added that, considering
system productivity, the
alternative cropping pat-
tern with four crops in
sequence increased
20.79% vyield and gross

return by 76.81%,
ultimately contributing to
ensuring food security in
Bangladesh by increasing
sustainable cropping
intensification.

After completion of
successful experiments,
RDRS have taken initia-
tives to expand the new
pattern to wider farmers'
communities, which cur-
rently include a total of
1750 farmers for 2013.
These farmers are focus-
ing on mustard cultiva-
tion followed by the har-
vesting of short duration
aman rice like BU dhan 1,
BINA 7, BRRI dhan 56,
BRRI dhan 57 in October.
The new mustard variety
BARI Sarisha-14 is a fast
growing and high yield-
ing variety, introduced by
BARI.
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Victory Day with
makeshift memorial

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR
ToOPU, Pabna

People of Atghoria upazila
of Pabna are unfortunate -
they don't even have a
liberation war memorial
even today. People of the
upazila like every other year
observed the victory day at a
temporary memorial.
Despite laying of foun-
dation stone for a libera-
tion war memorial in 2001,
the government is yet to
construct it. It's been 42
years that they've been
waiting for a memorial.
Atghoria upazila adminis-
tration also observed the
victory day program in a
makeshift memorial made
out of cloths in front of the
upazila parishad. "The
upazila administration laid
the foundation stone of the
liberation war memorial in
front of the upazila
parishad on August 1, 2001
but the work could not be
completed yet due to lack
of funds,” Atghoria upazila
Nirbahi Officer Md. Alimul
Rajib said. Men from deco-
rators, who commonly
decorate premises for wed-
dings and celebratory
events, made the structure
with bamboo and cloth.
Criticizing the negligence
of the government in this
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regard, the citizens of the
Atghoria upazila urged the
government to establish a
permanent memorial here
in the wupazila parishad
immediately. “It is a matter
of shame that the people of
Atghoria are yet to get a
memorial, even after AL,
which led the liberation war,
has been in power for five
years,” said Md. Faruk
Hossain Chowdhury, a
resident of Per Khidirpur
village of the upazila.

Talking to the Daily Star,
Atghoria upazila
Muktijoddha Shangshad
commander Md. Johurul
Islam said that the upazila
administration did not take
the required steps to estab-
lish the memorial even after
12 years of laying the foun-
dation stone. “On behalf of
the people, we appealed to
the upazila administration
in this regard,” said he.

At least two hundred
freedom fighters of the
locality were martyred
during the liberation war
by the Pakistani army and
their local collaborators,
according to freedom fight-
ers of the area. Four major
battles took place here in
1971, at Bonshipara,
Lokhhmipur, Shreepur and
Majparain the upazila.
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Makeshift memorial made with bamboos and cloth at

Atghoria upazila of Pabna.
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Empty recliners await tourists at Cox's Bazar

Blockades bring
tourism to its knees

ZAHIDUL NAIM ZAKARIA

The tourism sector provides
jobs for millions of people
in Bangladesh. The beauty
of this sector is how it
supports many other sub-
sectors which provide
complimentary services to
those visiting tourist spots,
which is crucial for
Bangladesh since it ensures
that people with low literacy
find paid work with simple
skills. People spend sub-
stantial amounts on tourist
activities (such as all-terrain
vehicles and jet-ski in Cox's
Bazar). This forms the
lifeblood of the tourist
economy, as retailers make
money, and eventually
spend; they keep the wheels
of the local district economy
turning. But, in 2013, recur-
rent blockades and acts of
violence born out of politi-
cal conflict has left the
tourism sector in tatters.
According to the World
Travel and Tourism Council
(WTTC), in 2012, the tour-
ism sector contributed to
2.1% of GDP - that's 193
billion takas! It also helped
create 1.8% of all jobs in
Bangladesh, or 1,281,500
jobs. Furthermore, it was
projected to keep growing
fast at 7.7%, keeping pace
with increase in incomes of
the majority. But, in 2013,
the year that has left over
500 people dead in the
streets, the tourism sector

has come to a complete
standstill. Hotels report
95% of booking cancella-
tions. An informative busi-
ness report by Suman Saha
of the Daily Star cited 5,000
people losing their jobs in
hotels, motels and guest-
houses in Cox's Bazar alone.
The resultant loss in jobs is
likely to be even higher, with
job losses in local transport
providers, food businesses,
vendors, and tourist activity
operators. St. Martin's
Island, is almost entirely
dependent on tourism for
their local economy, an
economy that has come to a
standstill.

The problem of low
confidence in tourists is a
problem that could con-
tinue to hurt the sector. One
cannot look at consumers
and analyze their behavior
in seclusion - we are all
global actors choosing to
spend money behind an
ever-increasing array of
options. Hartals and block-
ades are not only robbing
the local tourism sector of
current revenue, but, by
driving people out of the
country looking for enter-
tainment, in the process,
forcing people to diversify
their options. The sector is
already at its knees, and it
won't take time for it to
suffocate to a state from
which it won't be able to
bounce back anytime soon.
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