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SHERLOCK SERIES 3

The first episode of the BBC drama
f .
drew 9.2m audience

Turnout test for
one-sided polls

AL top brass desperate to get figures
better, grassroots see no hope

SHAKHAWAT LITON and PARTHA
PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

Many grassroots Awami League
leaders predict a low voting in
tomorrow's election, which

TURNOUT IN
ONE-SIDED

POLLS

enthusiastic about the one-
sided battle of ballots amid
boycott by the BNP-led opposi-
tion alliance.

They say people have lost

will frustrate the ruling party's
plan to bank on a good turnout
to make the one-sided polls
acceptable.

Worried, the AL
policymakers have been direct-
ing the party candidates and
local leaders to make all-out
efforts to ensure high voter
participation in the 147 (out of
300) constituencies where voting will take
place.

[n line with the instructions, grassroots
leaders have been trying to encourage voters
to cast their ballots, only to find a lukewarm
response. While many voters fear violence
on the polling day, others are not too

BOGRA SHIBIR LEADER

Bomb blows off

maker's wrist

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

The president of Government Azizul
Haque College unit of Chhatra Shibir had
his wrist blown off in a blast while he was
allegedly making crude bombs yesterday.

Jewel Sarkar, 25, also lost two fingers of
his other hand in the blast at Jamil Nagar
of Bogra in the early hours.
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51.8%
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26.5%

interest in an election that has
already seen a record 153
candidates elected uncontested
without a single vote cast. This
has deprived more than half
the country’s 9.19 crore voters,

In its own efforts, the AL
high command has directed
the candidates to spend
money, if necessary, to ensure a
high turnout, several central AL
leaders told The Daily Star. They spoke on
condition of anonymity given the sensitiv-
ity of the matter, and this newspaper could
notverify the claim.

But money or no money, even some
senior AL leaders are cynical about a turnout

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Jamaat back
1n action

- Khaleda phones its leaders to get
- their activists back in agitation

" RASHIDUL HASAN
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The gutted polling centre at Gajaria Adarsha Academy in Dagonbhuiyan of Feni. Criminals torched the polling centre in the

‘GIVE SNOWDEN CLEMENCY"

New York Times, The Guardian urge
Obama to help the whistleblower
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wee hours of yesterday but no electoral materials were burnt as they had not been sent to the booths then.
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Boycott
farcical
-election

" STAFF CORRESPONDENT

" Terming the January 5
- national polls a "brazen
. farce”, BNP Chairperson

- The way the opposition alliance enforced the blockade yesterday suggests
- the BNP and its closest ally Jamaat-e-Islami have bridged the differences
. that had developed between them lately. :
" The first two days of the nonstop blockade passed almost peacefully apart
- from some stray incidents, as Jamaat stayed away from the streets amid rifts -
. with BNP, an 18-party alliance leader told The Daily Star last night.
. But things changed after BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia on Thursday .
" night phoned two Jamaat leaders requesting them to engage in the alli- -
- ance's movement as before.
. Violence flared up in different parts of the country, especially in Jamaat .
- strongholds, as its activists yesterday remained active alongside BNP men, |
' said the alliance leader on condition of wishing anonymity.
. Two were killed, eight others badly injured and six schools set on fire on -

2 dead, 8 more burnt

Dhaka, several districts see sudden spree
of bomb, arson attacks on vehicles,
polling centres, AL campaign office

STAR REPORT

Arson toll made an alarming spike yesterday
across the country, after an entire week of no
such attacks.

At least 10 people were severely burnt,
two to death, while six schools and at least
13 vehicles were set on fire.

Most of the attacks were made during the
early hours of the day, between 1:30am and
3:30am, using the dark as cover.

In Dinajpur, two people were burnt to
death in Hakimpur upazila, as blockaders
hurled petrol bombs at an onion laden

truck around 1:30am.

As the truck went ablaze, the driver lost
control and steered it into a ditch, where the
vehicle overturned caging the occupants
inside.

The driver and two others managed to
escape the death trap. Mohammad Shah
Newaz, 30, and onion trader Adinur
Rahman, 40, were burnt alive inside.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) SM Ahsan Habib
of Hakimpur Police Station said the bodies
could be recovered after an arduous struggle
of three hours.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

. Khaleda Zia yesterday
- called on people to totally
- boycott the elections.
. "No one at home and
abroad will legitimise this
+ farce of an election.
- Through this, the Awami
League government will
emerge from its veneer of
- legality to its illegal self,”
she said in a statement.
Elections are going to be
* held in 147 constituencies
tomorrow as 153

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1 .

Critically burnt fruit trader Farid
being moved to the ICU of
DMCH burn unit as his wife is in
tears fearing the worst. Farid
was burnt in an arson attack in
Paribagh yesterday.

PHOTO:
ANISUR RAHMAN

PHOUTO: STAR

Shahina at the burn unit of DMCH.

'Get us together,
burn, finish us'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

"Round us all up and set us on fire ... finish us once

and forall.”
This is how critically injured Shahina Akhter
SEE PAGE 10 COL 3

g 2-DAY HARTAL FROM TODAY :
‘Double measures

against voting

- Khaleda urges voters -

" STAR REPORT

I PHOTO:

move freely

BNP lawmakers

' urge president
- to take steps
. STAFF CORRESPONDENT

. The BNP-led 18-party opposition alliance yesterday calleda |
* 48-hour countrywide hartal from 6:00am today, demand- -
- ing cancellation of tomorrow's "farcical” election and -
. protesting "confinement" of party chief Khaleda Zia.
“  The alliance called the shutdown at a time when their
- non-stop nationwide blockade of rail, roads and waterways -
. has been going on, protesting against the holding of the .
. polls.

On the third day of the blockade yesterday, at least two

Osman Farug, an adviser to the BNP chairperson,

. announced the 48-hour shutdown at a press conference at
. his Gulshan residence in the capital yesterday evening. _
* He added the ongoing blockade of rail, roads and °
SEE PAGE 10 coL 4~ Waterways would continue, alongside the nationwide
. shutdown.

Yesterday, the joint forces in separate drives in Natore,

- Chittagong, Pabna and Moulvibazar arrested at least 51
. BNP-Jamaat men for their alleged involvement in vandal- .
. ism and arson attacks across the country.
* A mobile court in Pabna sentenced 13 people to 15 days *
- in jail each for putting barricade on Pabna-Nagarbari
. highway, reports our Pabna correspondent.

- In Dhaka, Rapid Action Battalion recovered 20 petrol |
* bombsin an abandoned condition from a road near a slum -
- in Agargaon early vesterday. None was arrested in this
. connection.

In Jhenaidah, blockaders blasted four

BNP lawmakers yesterday
sought the president's
cooperation so that party

. Chairperson Khaleda Zia

can move freely and con-
tinue her political activities.
Headed by Opposition

. Chief Whip Zainul Abdin

; " Farroque, an eight-member
- people were killed in an arson attack on a truck in Dinajpur -
. while 55 others injured in separate incidents of attack and .
" vandalism across the country.

delegation of BNP
Parliamentary Party made

. the request in a meeting
* with President Abdul
- Hamid at Bangabhaban.

Emerging from the 44-

. minute meeting, Farroque

* told reporters they had

- informed the president that
. Khaleda Zia could not go

" to her political office and

party leaders could not

. meet her as the government
. had kept her "confined to
" her Gulshan residence

- illegally".

He said the president

. assured them of conveying
* their message to the gov-

- ernment.
homemade °
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