Fahad in
9th place

SPORTS REPORTER

FIDE Master Fahad Rahman
shared the joint ninth posi-
tion with five points after
beating CM Ngo Duc Tri of
Vietnam in the sixth round
match of the World Youth
Chess Championship (U-10
group) in Al-Ain, UAE on

Sunday. Fahad was sched-
uled to face Saberi Mahan
in the seventh round board

yesterday.

Fellaini faces
long layoft

AFP, London

Manchester United
midfielder Marouane
Fellaini could be out until
February after undergoing
wrist surgery, it was
reported on Monday.

According to Britain's
Press Association the
Belgium international has
had an operation to cure the
problem which has been
troubling him for some time.

Fellaini has also been
struggling with a back injury
which has forced him to
miss five games since the
December 4 outing against
his former club Everton.

United hope Fellaini
will be back for the first
leg of the Champions
League last 16 encounter
with Olympiakos on
February 25.

Verbeek firm

on Santa
clause

AFP, Berlin

§ PHOTO: AFP
Real Madrid superstar
Cristiano Ronaldo jumps
for joy after scnrinﬂle
second goal against ™
Valencia during the__'*_t

Primera Liga encounter at -

the Mestalla on Sunday.
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Barcelona were also victors
on Sunday as an eight-minute hat-trick from
Pedro Rodriguez helped them come from 2-0

down to win 5-2 away at Getafe.

Bale's replacement Angel di Maria put
Madrid in front with a fine left-footed drive on
28 minutes, but Pablo Piatti headed home an
equaliser for the hosts six minutes later,

Cristiano Ronaldo then headed home Di
Maria's free-kick put Madrid back in front five
minutes before half-time, only for Valencia to
level once more when Jeremy Mathieu met

Nuremberg's Dutch coach
Gertjan Verbeek has vowed
not to shave until his side
pick up their first win of
the season -- even if he
ends up looking like Santa
Claus.

Verbeek's Nuremberg
finish 2013 as the only
teamn in any of Europe's top
leagues without a win this
seasorn.

The ranconians are
second from bottom in the
Bundesliga with six defeats
and 11 draws.

Having dominated
Schalke on Saturday in
their goalless draw, the 51-
year-old Verbeek has said
his white stubble stays until
Nuremberg earn their first
win.

"As long as we don't
win, my beard stays -- even
if it means next year 1 could
play Santa Clause," joked
the Dutchman.

Dani Parejo's corner.

Real Madrid shrugged off the
loss of the injured Gareth Bale
as they beat Valencia 3-2 on
Sunday to move back to within
five points of Barcelona and
Atletico Madrid at the top of La

Vallecano 1 (Bueno 61)

Maria 28, Ronaldo 40, Jese 82)

Espanyol 4 (Sergio Garcia 5-pen, Stuani 37, 70,
Sanchez 68) Valladolid 2 (Javi Guerra 75, Perez 88)
Getafe 2 (Escudero 10, Lisandro 14) Barcelona 5

(Pedro 35, 41, 43, Fabregas 68, 72-pen)
Athletic Bilbao 2 (San Jose 33, Mikel Rico 66) Rayo

Valencia 2 (Piatti 34, Mathieu 62) Real Madrid 3 (Di

CeltaVigo 1 (Fernandez 34) Osasuna 1 (Armenteros 17)
|

However, Madrid were not to be denied as
substitute Jese Rodriguez grabbed the winner
with a low drive that beat Vicente Guaita at his
near post 10 minutes from time.

With Bale sidelined for a second consecu-
tive game by a calf injury, Di Maria had
another chance to impress and made his pres-
ence felt in style as he controlled Marcelo's
cross-field pass before firing past Guaita into

Rel kp d u chse

the far corner.

Valencia, buoyed by the news earlier in the

day that Singaporean businessman Peter Lim
may be on the verge of taking over the club,
responded almost immediately as the diminu-
tive Piatti found space inside the area to head
home Juan Bernat's cross.

Madrid were back in front six minutes later

in somewhat controversial circumstances as

Ronaldo's goal was allowed to stand despite

the Portuguese appearing to be slightly offside

the right.

Parejo's corner.

the grasp of Guaita.

as Di Maria delivered a free-kick from wide on

The hosts were level once again, though,
just after the hour mark when Mathieu
outjumped Sergio Ramos to flick home

However, Madrid found the goal they des-
perately needed to get their title hopes alive as
Luka Modric picked out Jese inside the area
and his fiercely driven effort slipped through

Palacio stuns Milan

AFP, Milan

A cheeky backheeler
from Argentinian
striker Rodrigo Palacio
four minutes from time
secured a 1-0 win for
[nter against Milan in
the Derby della Madonnina in Italy's
Serie A on Sunday.

Inter, claiming their eighth win of
the season, had dropped to sixth after
Verona's 4-1 win earlier but reclaimed
fifth spot to sit five points off Napoli in
the third Champions League qualify-
ing spot and 15 behind leaders
Juventus.

Sitting in 13th place and 17 points
behind third place, Milan had plenty
of incentive and enjoyed the lion's
share of chances and possession
throughout.

It took Inter until the final 20 min-
utes to pile on some pressure and
when Palacio sent a backheel beyond
the reach of Milan 'keeper Christian
Abbiati in the 86th minute the
Rossoneri were soon lamenting their
earlier misses.

Brazil coach Luiz Felipe Scolari was
also among the crowd and is likely to
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Inter now boast 60 wins and 50 draws
in 159 derbies between the sides

have been buoyed by Kaka's perfor-
mance as the forward continues his
quest to secure a World Cup place.

Despite Milan's dominance,
Massimiliano Allegri's men lacked the
slice of luck that could have made all
the difference.

Kaka set up Mario Balotelli in the
opening minutes but the striker's effort
was blocked and the former Inter star
then sent a half-volley over while
under pressure on the edge of the area.

Barely a minute later, Balotelli was
beaten to the rebound from Kaka's
strike by Esteban Cambiasso after it
had been blocked by 'keeper Samir
Handanovic.

Inter were struggling to find any
rhythm, their only half-chances a long
distance drive from Fredy Guarin which
dipped over, while Yuto Nagatomo's
header from Saphir Taider's weighted
free kick was wide of the upright.

Milan's dominance had silenced
the largely Inter crowd but they were in
uproar on 40 minutes when claims for
a penalty went unheard after Palacio

tumbled under pressure from Cristian
Zapata.

Inter finished the half showing
more promise, Cambiasso's header
from a well-struck Taider free kick
going wide of Abbiati's far post.

Despite the mediocrity, Inter coach
Walter Mazzarri kept faith with his
starting XI for the restart but it was Milan
who showed more promise initially.

On 53 minutes Balotelli's angled
strike was palmed away, with Andrea
Poli failing to connect with the
rebound.

RESULTS

Bologna 1 (Diamanti 57) Genoa 0

Atalanta 1 (Moralez 15) Juventus 4 (Tevez 6,
Pogba 46, Llorente 75, Vidal 79)

Verona 4 (Toni 5, 78, Iturbe 44, Romulo 63)
Lazio 1 (Biglia 27)

Roma 4 (Benatia 18, 59, Destro 55, Gervinho
80) Catania 0

Sampdoria 1 (Eder 44) Parma 1 (Lucarelli 64)
Sassuolo 0 Fiorentina 1 (Rossi 82)

Torino 4 (Immobile 45+2, 65, Vives 80, Cerci
90+3) Chievo 1 (Thereau 9)

Inter 1 (Palacio 86) Milan 0

Alonso suffers
perforated
eardrum

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid midfielder Xabi
Alonso suffered a perforated
left eardrum when he took a
knock in Sunday's game
against Valencia, the club
said Monday.

"After undergoing medi-
cal tests it has been found
that Xabi Alonso has a
perforated left eardrum as a
result of a blow received in
the match against
Valencia," said a club medi-
cal report released online.

Real Madrid gave no
details on Alonso's outlook
beyond the fact it depended
on the player's progress.

Perforated eardrums
usually heal on their own
within two months but
surgery is sometimes per-
formed in severe cases.

Alonso was elbowed by
Valencia's French player
Jeremy Mathieu in the 58th
minute of Sunday's match.

Jose plans

long stay

REUTERS, London

¥

Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho plans to
stick with the English Premier League club
for 12 seasons despite accepting his 'worst
contract’' 1n Six years.

The Portuguese rejoined the London
outfit, with whom he won league titles in 2005 and 2006, in
June after trophy-laden years spent in Italy and Spain with
Inter Milan and Real Madrid.

"Realistically I hope at the end of those four years we sit,
analyse the situation and that will be the point where we
both - club and me - are happy to carry on or happy to sepa-
rate,” British media quoted Mourinho as saying of his con-
tract on Monday.

"But  would like, say, 12 years. I'm 51 next month. I'd say
12 years, and then two to go to a World Cup with a national
team. I would prefer the Portuguese national team. England
second (choice)."

Mourinho has never completed four seasons with a club
in his highly successful career that has brought seven league
championships across Europe and two Champions League
titles.

He left Porto after winning the Champions League in
2004 to join Chelsea where he left in September 2007, the
start of his fourth season, following a breakdown of rela-
tions with the club and a falling out with billionaire owner
Roman Abramovich.

He then joined Inter in 2008, lifting five trophies before
departing to Spain in 2010 as he ended Barcelona's run of
league championships before departing last May amid
dressing room divisions.

He had been tipped to replace Alex Ferguson, who
stepped down after 26 years at Manchester United in
May, but Mourinho plumped for a return to Chelsea,
where he remains revered for bringing them a first title
in 50 years.

"There were a lot of teams (offered to me) who could be
successful immediately in my hands," Mourinho said.

"I had Real Madrid. I left them because I wanted to, not
because they wanted me to. I had other clubs in other coun-
tries where it would be easier to go and find an easy job
immediately.

"If I was here for financial reasons, | wouldn't be here
getting a lot less money than [ had at Real Madrid, where |
had three more years on my contract.

"I didn't come here because the job was easy, or because |
had a team ready to attack the title, or because I was coming
here for the best contract of my life.

"It's the worst of my last six years. I'm here because [ love
the club, I'love the project. It's a different project.”

The project involves tightening a leaky defence and find-
ing a formula to attain more goals from his struggling strik-
ers.

He also needs to help bring through a talented pool of
youngsters to replace an ageing generation in John Terry,
Ashley Cole and Frank Lampard - all key elements of his
teamn during his first reign at Stamford Bridge.

The Portuguese said Chelsea would have a '‘phenomenal
teamn' next season with the arrival of some marquee signings
to go along with his development of the current crop - if he
is provided time,

Abramovich has employed seven permanent or interim
managers in between Mourinho's two spells in charge, little
wonder the Portuguese pushed for patience.

"The best way to (run a club) is to do it with stability. For
the players, if you want to help them grow up, you do that
much better with stability. In ideas, philosophy, model of
play, style of leadership," he said.

"This all comes from stability at the highest level, with
the owners and board and, after that, the manager.

"The second line of the hierarchy. That stability is very
important. You look, for example, to Manchester United
and everybody feels David (Moyes) will have his time to do
his work in a calm way. I think that's fantastic.”
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Double delight
for Ribery

AFP, Berlin

.

Munich.

The France winger joins some prestigious previous win-
ners including Borussia Dortmund coach Jurgen Klopp in
2012 and Germany boss Joachim Loew, the 2011 recipient.

On Saturday, Ribery picked up the top player award at the
Club World Cup as Bayern beat hosts Raja Casablanca 2-0in
the Marrakech final to collect their fifth title of 2013.

"This year he has taken the step up to the level of absolute
world class,” Bayern's chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge.

Ribery was a key factor in Bayern becoming the first
German team to win the treble of Champions League,
Bundesliga and German Cup last season, as well as the

UEFA Super Cup.

In August, Ribery was voted European Player of the Year
and will discover next month if he has been voted world

player of the year.

The 2013 winner of the Balloon
announced in Zurich on January 13 and Ribery has been
shortlisted along with superstars Lionel Messi and

Cristiano Ronaldo.

Having joined Bayern from Olympique Marseille in July
2007, Ribery has not always had an easy time at Bayern and
struggled under previous coach Louis van Gaal.

"Of course, I have my own style, many individuals need
their freedom and that particularly applies to me," he told

Monday's edition of Kicker.

Less than 24 hours after being voted player of
the tournament at the Club World Cup,
France's Franck Ribery has again been named
Man of the Year in Germany.

After he also won the title in 2008, German
football magazine Kicker voted the 30-year-old France star
their man of 2013 for his outstanding displays for Bayern
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