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Vandalism
on highways

Blockaders damage more than 100
vehicles despite police escort

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Blockaders vandalised at least 100 trucks and buses in parts
of the country yesterday although they were travelling under
police escort.

More vehicles were seen plying the highways after the
government arranged police escort in an effort to ensure
safe movement.

Police vans were either leading or following fleets of
vehicles, but the blockaders attacked one or more among
them and fled, while law enforcers were far away.

The security measures came following an announcement
by Shipping Minister Shahjahan Khan that the government
would ensure the safety of vehicles running on the highways
during hartals and blockades enforced by the opposition.

Fifteen vehicles were vandalised when they were passing
through Shahjahanpur upazila of Bogra, despite police and
army protection.

On Natore-Dhaka and Natore-Rajshahi highways, block-
aders vandalised some 40 trucks and 20 buses.

In Gaibandha, opposition supporters torched four buses
and vandalised 19 others at different points on Dhaka-
Rangpur highway:.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Text books for the 2014
academic year being
delivered to Kapashgola
Primary School in
Chittagong city yesterday
s0 that students get them
on the first day of school.
However, in Comilla,
inset, piles of books
remain stuck at a
printer's in Kandirpar as
the books could not be
delivered due to
blockade.
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Not intended
to disrespect
Bangladesh

EU envoy on skipping

SHARIFUL ISLAM from Satkhira

Fear of further violence °
grips people

-—4

V-Day programme

UNB, Dhaka

Amid criticism for not
attending the Victory Day
programme at Savar, the
European Union envoy
yesterday said they had to
skip the programme for an
urgent meeting, but no
disrespect was intended for
Bangladesh at all.

"We had a very busy
week, and unfortunately we

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Joint drives of law enforcers have stopped widespread Jamaat-Shibir vio-
lence in Satkhira for the time being and people fear the top Jamaat leaders of
the district would instigate violence again as they remain at large.

Even high officials who led the joint drives admit that they could
not make any significant arrests as the people who allegedly insti-
gated the violence had fled the district.

Locals and Awami League leaders say that Jamaat-Shibir would
wreak havoc again soon after the drives stop and there were instances
of retaliation from the ruling party activists too.

In the last 31 days at least 10 Awami League leaders and workers
were killed and more than 70 houses and businesses of Hindus and
Awami Leaguers were torched, vandalised and looted. An Awami
Leaguer's child was abducted and shot in the head and a woman was
killed when Jamaat-Shibir men chopped down a tree to block a road
SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

ATTACK ON HINDUS
- 'Instigator’
-arrested

: OUR CORRESPONDENT,
. Lalmonirhat

. One of the instigators of

- November 4 attack on

- Hindu families in a

. Lalmonirhat village was

- arrested Friday night, claim
- police.

After the round-up,

- anonymous callers issued
- fresh threats to the com-
. munity over the phone.

On information, police

: arrested Hamidul Islam
- from his residence at
- Satpatki village in

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

JP polls drama
not over yet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The drama over Jatiya Party's participation in the 10th par-
liamentary elections seems far from over still as JP presid-
ium ,ember Mujibul Haque Chunnu yesterday said the
party, led by Raushan Ershad, was going to contest the polls.

Chunnu, who is considered a trusted and close aide of |P
Chairman HM Ershad, said this to reporters after a meeting
with the party's presidium member Raushan, also wife of
Ershad, at her Gulshan residence.

Chunnu said JP would participate in the elections under
the leadership of Raushan Ershad for the sake of "the con-
tinuation of the constitution.”

His remarks came just a day after JP presidium member
GM Quader announced that HM Ershad still was deter

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

Gonojagoron
activist hurt
in blast

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three people, including a
Gonojagoron Mancha
activist, suffered injuries
when miscreants hurled
crude bombs at them in
the capital's Shahbagh last
evening.

The injured are
Gonojagoron Mancha
organiser Bappaditya Basu,
also president of
Bangladesh Chhatra Moitri,
street vendor Jamal Hossain
and a rickshaw-puller.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Only a handful of vehicles plied the highways during previous blockades called by the opposition, but yesterday a signifi-

cant number of buses and trucks were seen on Dhaka-Aricha highway at Hemayetpur of Savar.
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Opposition
to boycott
Thai polls

AFP, Banghok

AFP, Paris

First human trial of
artificial heart starts

Thailand's main opposition
Democrat Party yesterday
announced it would boy-
cott snap elections in the
crisis-gripped kingdom,
piling further pressure on
the government as protest-
ers prepare to ramp up
rallies aimed at suspending
democracy.

Party members -- who
resigned as MPs en masse
to join the demonstrations
that have rocked Bangkok
for weeks -- voted against
participating, according to
Democrat leader Abhisit
Vejjajiva.

"The Democrats think
the elections will not solve

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

available for transplant.

French biomedical firm Carmat on Friday said it had
begun the first human trial of its prototype artificial
heart, which aims at overcoming shortages of organs

The implant operation, which took place on
Wednesday at the Georges Pompidou Hospital in

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4
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ONLINE POLL
Do you think the law enforcement
agencies would be able to provide
people with safety as the 10th
parliamentary election approaches?
(20%)

(80%)

® Yes mm
w [0 I
TOTAL VOTES: 372

TODAY 5POLL
Do you think Jatiya Party leaders
are making contradictory
statements deliberately on their
participation in general election
to confuse people?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

December 22

PRAYER TIMING

Maghrib 5-24 5-27

Esha 7-00 7-30

Source:lelamic Foundation Ll LL

@ TS IETTA TIPS
) FBI, CHIG @ GG FREIES

BI (71F), BT
Grey @il “faaw (9+.997. /. B1eE), Ss &=
v /0, AT 274, BIF-3000

e e e
ferers Aty ot wiel

FIfifers SmifAeRT FEF TMIEFS Aoy F A [Reew I A=A o

ATy T [iY Y wAfteiee e [wwle

SO, GH2E € OfI0 SATEs 5IST (2F), 1T «F Sfqrwarde watent, @asie, ErEie, awd, e, Hfaais, s@aeE e *ma-E
faertera e frafas aififers smifemegre w2 sedide amiet o @, afafers smmifaeas /e s$e Srmifags #eE
fartdire sirmitferera sifars sores wifareird saaeite fawa at saaeites cFg e afdfe fRdiedt areras T Afartarariys

Afareites cwra

SIwie 2RI 1 AATSH 0.99%
faz/vure fRrasar fefere 8% gy e

i e SAfRraae 8% ST T (F A 2b.09%)
PUTE T 4T e LIS 20.89% 97 T/ = wdie 45
&7 AAreas fefere It oiib sifaraea cea

SIS ASrT [@% g9
efE? oo

Ui

FACSRIA |

ormifd B e [IAEE A9y ey
AR 2T Al AT oFwel e @y
R T (Fer miffemEe g
SIS fdfie ==y (w1 7REIEE A | ATATEE fefers 3o wAfarHry w41 2e-
HCTIATE  FAISAAR) AW AR
3,49 % & ALATE FOTS 41 2e-

O wirwifer oSt e fowra/maaame
G TS AT Fa0e A |

() ar=ta @9 @@rs 29 F4 T0F = ;

(Y =y g/ raazmees sy e =g «ff
T, i Y, ¥§ GOEE AW 6
wrmifr o Hfarifae se%
AR (IW AE) 8% wEw
dfareifee P wPfes 2
e [STEY FA TAF-5S B 377

AT LT 204 |
(Z CET B S AT FACS 0T |

CTATS 29 <F1 M0 |
(3 5o7-5 5 BIFIeE TGT 2el] AIA1E Fa00 204 |

ETCH

ST (B TS AR o7 e ST o At s st
el ey 91 Faeaes wuy (e Sieremide fog wrmrena
fafe Sy (W AAEE A ANMEAE FAETHR) AFS TeT

[ e siesr s T@-3(4) T a7 aradT nife-&s
) A R N0 204 [F37< 180w 4ral-¢(2)] |

O serfae 127 @renss [Raw e B9  3¢% T T3

O errifrs St (6w 4 Are 21 a1 e Jo17 e g

O se% 2 e Titsa Gadive dasf s «farifae e

O waw-5 Sl woiae @0 ¢ aw 9 Jge A Fare

Grera AErT (AEd
OHASE 72-383
137/ 205 2/ ueh-
T, oifads
Ar/okf0d3 AT
ATHTE aserae
T2 05O

S2H/205 2 /b8 -
7, ifads
23/55/3053

Sy @, aFe e fofere afifers srmifters ¢ T et s Iffess srwfers ¢ Th F9
SIIAFS A SN TS ety /SRR 9 8% T #AfTY G |

(e CHRaPTICE SI2=7 “IfeTAras

o ol Tz TN (@SS THAF-5 Y BIE eI F4 LTSS |

& &f S Fa (AR AE2@ 7@Te] T0TE S ST T4y Genifa SErag Jer+F1g TfHE AL Fire qrarores [qrFE
oife T4 (M = 00 T, GANEE- dpo-H27/2032/u8b-T71F, BifFd- 09/ok/2033] |

9 ATAY TS G BT NIT GIT (4F) FHEHFTEG @ 5/5599/0000/0903 3 - GF GIET (FITT T] VT FACO (A |

AT TS S 2 (IS A (9 &= Siefae e o e widl #4110 (T N2 -4, fKifd-08 7, [4f4-08 ¥) |

TSI FHE ARA- 5EA308, BE Y008, DG ADOUs, FA7A A5 -5¢5>098, *TTTF [FSi-pehd00e, (TIA! [F85-9¢8¢ 188,
faasie Fer-qupedes, IS Mef-05999¢02ue ), TWF [MEr-039530bobbl, FHASTH S -0593 d¢00Ley, FAAT

fqerr-s8veaoy | E-mail: vatdhakaeast@yahoo.com

[GG-8bbra

EDITOR: MAHFUZ ANAM-Published by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215,
Tel: 9144330 (Hunting) & 8124944, Fax: 9144332, 8125155, 8126154, GPO Box No: 3257, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net, reporting@thedailystar.net



