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MESSAGE

The world watched in horror in October when some 400 African
migrants lost their lives within sight of land while attempting to
reach the Italian island of Lamepedusa. Untold hundreds have
perished on the journey from Indonesia to Australia, or off the coast
of Thailand. Why do people risk their lives and the lives of their
famihies, over and over, every hour of every day when the best that
awaits them 1s a frosty welcome?

We believe that 2013 may have been the worst on record for
migrant deaths. We will never know the true total, as many migrants
died anonymously in deserts, were drowned or died in other
accidents. However, our figures show that at least 2,360 migrants
died this year, chasing the dream of a new life. That's over six a
day; one every four hours.

Migration is as old as humanity but we need to start thinking about
it in new, smarter ways to make it safe, dignified, orderly and
humane. IOM calls for policies to provide for the human rights of
those who leave home. We need measures that will enable
employers in countries with labor shortages to access people
desperate to work and we need to ensure that these people are not
exploited or exposed to gender based violence. We may need hybrid
scenarios, including short-term migration visas, seasonal visas,
portable social welfare.

In 2016 there will be a World Humanitarian Summut. Let's ensure
that political upheaval, economic stress and natural calamities do
not always lead to migrants, abandoned to their fate, taking

desperate measures.
“Ttlheer. Lot ﬁjv/

Ambassador William Lacy Swing
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