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Message

International Mountain Day (IMD), observed on the 11th of December each year, is an
opportunity to raise awareness about the importance of mountains, to highlight the opportunities
and constraints in sustainable mountain development, and to build partnerships that will bring
positive change to the world's mountain people and to the highlands. This year the theme for the
IMD is “Mountains- Key to a Sustainable Future”.

Bangladesh is observing IMD for the first time this year, through the combined efforts of the
Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs and the Food and Agriculture Organization in Bangladesh,
with additional support from UNDP and a number of other partners and organizations. This year
the aim is to draw attention to issue of sustainability of mountain livelihoods.

Livelihoods are under threat from a combination of climate change, certain agricultural
practices which have resulted in land degradation, and overall population pressure in the main hilly
area of Bangladesh - the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT). But climate change adaption strategies are
available based on indigenous knowledge, innovation, technology transfer and research.
Traditional shifting cultivation systems can be modified to cope with land pressure. CHT also faces
loss of biodiversity; there is a real and pressing need to conserve local indigenous plant genetic
resources. In each case measures are needed, in consultation with stakeholders, to adapt, and to
try to ensure the sustainability of livelihoods, and of food and nutrition security in the hills.

| believe this year's IMD will emphasise new openings for the protection and sustainable
development of the hill districts, and put the issues of CHT in a broader context. FAO is fully
supportive of all initiatives for the sustainable improvement of livelihoods, food security and

nutrition of the people of CHT. f &

Mike Robson
FAO Representative in Bangladesh

ICIM OD

FOR MOUNTAINS AND PEQPLE

Message

Although only 12% of the world's population resides in mountains, mountains provide 40% of the
world's ecosystem services. For example, as the water towers of Asia, the Hindu Kush Himalayas
provide water for 200 million people living in the region and over 1.2 billion people downstream,
including the people of the plains of Bangladesh. Yet mountains and mountain people are under
increasing pressure from climate change, outmigration, and high levels of poverty. Urgent attention is
needed to help local people adapt to these changes for the benefit of people from both the mountains
and the plains. This is also true of the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh, whose people are
custodians of mountain ecosystems, yet face many of the same challenges of mountain people
throughout the world.

ICIMOD congratulates Bangladesh for celebrating Mountain Day for the first time. Indeed, the
people of Bangladesh are same of the best advocates of mountain issues on the global stage. This is no
surprise given the clear connectivity between people living upstream and those downstream.
Bangladesh has been a Regional Member Country of ICIMOD for 30 years, which also clearly shows the
recognition by Bangladesh of the importance of mountains. In addition to working with Bangladesh
partners in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, ICIMOD also works to address upstream and downstream water
issues. ICIMOD is committed to continue its work in Bangladesh for mountains and people.

[,

David Molden
Director General
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