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Visiting under-19 Caribbean cricket The American whistleblower is voted
team pull out on security concern Guardian Person of the Year, again
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Taranco's 'hope for solution' depends on 'ifs';
UN mission's parleys with govt, opposition
focus on curbing PM's polls-time powers

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Int'l call for
democracy
in digital age

Leading newspapers of 32 countries
including The Daily Star, 560 authors
from 83 countries and several Nobel
Laureates have issued an interna-
tional appeal against mass surveil-
lance. This appeal is being published
simultaneously in these newspapers
and in other media all over the world
today. The participating newspapers
and signatories have called on the
United Nations to adopt it.

We publish the full text of the
appeal.

A stand for democracy in the
digital age

In recent months, the extent of
mass surveillance has become

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

UUN Assistant Secretary-General Oscar Fernandez-
Taranco yesterday expressed hope for a solution to the
crisis over polls-time government but with four vital "ifs”.

It was the first time he spoke to the press since
flying in three days ago.

Meanwhile, with the opposition's blockade
stretched till Friday, people wait keenly to see if any
solution comes out of the UN mission's four-day
troubleshooting that ends today:.

Talking to reporters at the EC Secretariat after a 15-
minute second-round meeting with the CEC in the afternoon, Taranco said,
‘I do believe that there is a possibility of a peaceful solution to this current
deadlock -- if we've a political will, we've leadership, if we've an attitude of
compromise, most importantly if we're engaged into a peaceful dialogue.”

He added, "I know that you would like to hear more right now. I still have
many other meetings to go through. [ want to reassure that we will have the
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iIl d tight COTINET  oerscanceleds3.96raxn

GAZI TOWHID AHMED due to transport crisis, said Atiqul

Air shipment cost $ 3.081n

[slam, president of Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and

Repeated blockades have put the

garment sector in a tight corner as  Exporters Association (BGMEA). P 1 08
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order cancellation and rising trans-  penalties in case of delayed ship- N
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Family members stand close to truck helper Mujibur at the Dhaka Medical College Hospital. Opposition activists
torched speech-impaired Mujibur's truck in Comilla yesterday. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Burnt in blockade arson

This time speech-impaired truck helper falls victim

STAFF CORRESPONDENT at the truck when it reached Baniapara- surgeon of the burn unit Partha

Phultola area. As soon as the driver Shankar Paul said, "Though he sus-
; Lot pulled off, they set fire to the vehicle tained 20 percent burn, he is not out of
received burn injuries to the face, using flammable liquid around danger, as fire damaged his respiratory

A speech-impaired truck helper

hands and thighs when pickets set his  4-30am. organs."

truck on fire at Debidwar in Comilla Driver Abdur Rahman, 47, also Since the beginning of the opposi-
early yesterday, during the country- sustained minor burn injuries. They tion's latest spell of agitation on
wide hartal enforced by Jamaat-e- bothhadbeenrushedtoalocalclinic.  October 26, a total of 13 arson victims
Islami. However, after primary treatment, died. So far, some 124 victims have

Victim Mujibur Rahman, 42, was Mujiburwas rushed to theburn unitof been treated at the DMCH burn unit.
going towards Companiganj of Comilla Dhaka Medical College Hospital Ofthem, 72 had to be admitted to the

with the goods from the capital. amundﬁll:?}ﬂpm_ o ‘ hospital.
The attackers had hurled brick chips Talking to The Daily Star, resident SEE PAGE 10 COL 3




