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office said.
The sun sets in the capital today at

5:11pmand rises tomorrow at 6:29am.
Country's highest temperature 31.2

degree Celsius was recorded yesterday at

Dry Weather Ilkel Weather may remain dry with temporary
partly cloudy sky over the country till

6:00pm today.
Night and day temperatures may remain

nearly unchanged over the country, Met

Dinajpur.
The highest and lowest temperatures and

Sreemangal and lowest 12.8 degree Celsius at

humidity recorded in some major cities and

Temperature in Celsius Humidity in percentage Temperature in Celsius Humidity in percentage

towns yesterday were:

Max: Min: Morning Evening Max: Min: Morning Evening
Dhaka 29.4 19.0 12 67 Khulna 28.5 16.8 76 73
Chittagong 27.4 18.1 80 12 Barisal 28.8 16.3 80 76
Rajshahi  28.5 14.1 17 76 Sylhet 30.7 16.7 69 72
Rangpur 283 15.0 82 65 Cox's Bazar 30.0 18.7 12 17

ACHIEVING MIDDLE INCOME STATUS

Bangladesh needs
skilled workforce

New Generation Seminar told at DU

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh needs to boost the skills of its
workforce to increase their productivity for
giving them a better livelihood and turning
the country into a middle-income nation,
speakers told a seminar yesterday.

They said the country did not lack
infrastructure for grooming skilled workers but
there was a huge gap between what they
learned at technical and vocational education
institutions and what the country's industrial
firms and the international market needed.

Their observations came at New
Generation Seminar 2013 themed “Skills
Change Lives” at Nabab Nawab Al
Chowdhury Senate Bhaban, Dhaka University.

Rotary Club of Dhaka Buriganga organised
the event in association with International
Labour Organization (ILO), Industry Skills
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From left, Arifur Rahman Khan, Francis De Silva, Munir Hasan, Rubina H Farouq and Shafqat Haider at the New
Generation Seminar-2013 at Nabab Nawab Ali Chowdhury Senate Bhaban in Dhaka University yesterday. Rotary
Club of Dhaka Buriganga organised the event in association with International Labour Organization (ILO), Industry
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Council for Tourism and Hospitality Sector,
and DU Alumni Association.

Bangladesh's population is estimated to
reach 180 million by 2030 from 160
million now and the size of the workforce
will be 120 million two decades later, said
Hari Pada Das, programme officer, ILO
country office in Dhaka. "This population
can change the fate of Bangladesh.”

He stressed grooming migrant workers,
as they earn two times less than their Indian
peers and three times less than 5ri Lankans
for the same work just because of their low
level of skill.

Arthur Shears, chief technical adviser of
ILO, said the UN agency was working in
Bangladesh in association with the govern-
ment, private sector and NGOs to develop
skills of the workers.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

People ready to
resist one-sided
polls: Dr Kamal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gonoforum President Dr Kamal Hossain yesterday
demanded that the government immediately cancel the
15th constitutional amendment, which repealed the
caretaker government system.

Presiding over a meeting in the capital's Central Shaheed
Minar premises, he also demanded that the next general
election be held under a neutral government and independ-
ent Election Commission for the sake of peace, democracy
and rule of law.

People are ready to sacrifice their lives to resist a one-
sided election. “1 shall be the first (to do so)...if
anything other than a free, fair and neutral election is
held,” he said.

Gonoforum organised the meeting on “Shoirachar
Poton Dibosh”, annually observed on December 6 marking
the fall of the autocratic regime of HM Ershad in the face of a
mass movement against his military rule in 1990.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 4

S New Generation Seminar-2013

“'Skills Change Lives"'

Chief Guest: Professor Md. Abul Kashem

Chasrman, Bangia Toswmes! Education Board
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Skills Council for Tourism and Hospitality Sector, and DU Alumni Association.

INDUSTRY SKILLS COUNCIL

RANA PLAZA DECEASED
Families of

159 get
Tk 24,000 each

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

The Daily &

Families of 159 deceased
Rana Plaza victims were
provided Tk 24,000 each as
financial assistance under the
supervision of Bangladesh
Army's 9th infantry division
in Morning Glory School at
Savar Cantonment yesterday.

The assistance came from
donations individuals and
organisations deposited
with a private bank account
opened by Bangladesh
Army and Dhaka District
Administration for the
victims.
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Politicians ignore
child rights

View 62pc of country's children

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

More than 62 percent of the country's
children between the ages of 12 and 17
think that political leaders are heedless of
ensuring their rights because they cannot
vote, reveals a Unicef opinion poll.

Findings suggest that 90 percent of
children are aware of their rights, while 70
percent believe that they face discriminatory
attitudes from older children the most.

A total of 4,200 children with an equal
share of girls and boys from all seven
divisions were polled in July-August this
year by Unicef. They were asked what they
want from political leaders.

"Although children make up 40 percent
of the total population, their voices often go
unheard,” Unicef Representative in Dhaka
Pascal Villeneuve said in a statement. "We
believe that this survey results will

SEE PAGE 5 COL 4

In celebration of a half-decade continuity with our valued customers, we extend

our sincere thanks and greetings for the month of victory.
We honor to strive not to be a success, but rather to be of value,

We recall with deep gratitude and pray forgiveness to the souls of the martyrs
of those who sacrificed their lives for our freedom in this country that is
Bangladesh. We left our hearts filled with compassion towards their families.
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e are pleased to announce a discount of 15% for 5 days from

"UDICTORY DAY " 16th December till 28th December, 28135
Bashundhara City (Panthopath), Pink City (Gulshan), Fortune Shopping Mall (Malibagh)
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Satkhira AL man

shot dead by
'Jamaat' in house

CITY DESK

An Awami League activist was shot dead allegedly by
Jamaat-Shibir men at his house in Kuchpukur village of
Satkhira on Thursday night.

The victim was identified as Sirajul Islam, 53.

They also shot Sirajul's brother-in-law Kawsar Ali and
beat up Kawsar's son Md Shimul, leaving the two critically
injured. The gang vandalised and looted Sirajul's house,
reports a correspondent from Satkhira.

Amena Khatun, the victim's wife, said about 10 Jamaat-
Shibir activists broke into their house and began calling
Sirajul's name,

When Sirajul came out of their bedroom, the gang shot
him dead, she said, adding that they also entered her
brother's house and attacked her brother and his son.

Enamul Haq, officer-in-charge of Satkhira Sadar Police
Station, confirmed the incident.

With Sirajul's death five AL leaders and activists have
been killed in Satkhira in the last two weeks; all allegedly by
Jamaat-Shibir men.

Meanwhile, a former leader of pro-AL Bangladesh
Chhatra League was shot dead by unidentified miscreants at
Dattapara Bazar in Laxmipur sadar upazila.

The victim was identified as Abdul Hannan Suman, 35,
former joint-general secretary of Dattapara Degree College
unit of BCL, reports our Noakhali correspondent.

Police and locals said a gang of about 10 miscreants
waylaid Suman who was on a rickshaw with his child. They
stabbed Suman in the left leg and shot him before fleeing
the spot.

Locals rushed Suman to Laxmipur Sadar Hospital where
he was declared dead.

The body was sent for an autopsy.
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Family
members

meet Quader
Mollah

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

War crimes convict Quader
Mollah's family members
met him at Dhaka Central
Jail yesterday a day after
the release of the full text
of the Supreme Court
judgment awarding him
death penalty for commit-
ting crimes again human-
ity in 1971.

The 30-minute conversa-
tion with one son, three
daughters and a nephew
started around noon. "He
was normal and talked
only about family issues,”
said Senior Jail Super
Farman Ali.
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Sykes's warbler (left) and large-billed reed warbler.
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Finding New Birds

ow many species of birds

are in Bangladesh? For a

small country, perhaps we

have more than our fair

share. Bangladesh boasts
about 650 out of the 10,000 species of
birds in the world, or 6.5% of the
earth's species (in a landmass that is
0.1% of the earth's land area.)

But what is interesting is that this
number keeps increasing. That is, we
keep finding birds that we did not
know were here.

For example, in the last three years,
seven species of such birds were found
for the first time in Bangladesh. One of
them, the large-billed reed warbler, was
a first for the entire subcontinent.

Note that these are not new species
of birds per se. Rather, they are birds
that are known in other parts of the
world but not seen before in
Bangladesh.

How were these "new birds” found?
[ asked noted bird expert and author
Enam Ul Haque, who played an instru-
mental role in these discoveries.

Haque said there are two ways that a
bird is added to the bird-list of a coun-
try. One is a "vagrant” - that is, an
accidental rarity — perhaps a migrating
bird losing its way after a storm.
Sighting a vagrant bird must be prop-
erly recorded and documented to be
added to the bird-list.

The second kind is the bird that
resides year-round in the country but
was not seen before because it was
hiding so well.

All seven findings were of the sec-
ond kind. Birders with the Bangladesh
Bird Club found these species through
field work.

But where does one go looking for
them? Is it all accidental and happen-
stance?

Haque said that first you must

decide what type and category of bird
you are looking for. The habitat can, of
course, be very different for different
species. For example, warblers and
flycatchers, two prolific families of
birds, often live in bushes and open
grassland. Therefore, looking for new
(to Bangladesh) species of these birds,
you must search in those habitats.

When I asked him how they were
found, Haque first explained the “ring-
ing” of wild birds. In order to track and
monitor them, researchers often catch
the birds, and, after measuring and
photographing them, attach a small,
individually numbered ring to their leg
or wing before releasing them. Bird's
data is entered into a worldwide data-
base. If another researcher catches the
same bird later on, he can check the
database and add new information on
the bird.

Ringing is a difficult and expensive
process that takes many years to learn.
Since it started in Bangladesh in 2010,
over 4000 birds have been ringed in
Bangladesh. They are caught in very
fine nets called mist nets which are
hoisted early morning near the habitat.
Mist nets must be monitored every
thirty minutes.

Three years ago, suspecting that
there were more birds here than we
knew about, the ringing group went
looking for new birds in three areas:
Baikka Beel, Tanguar Haor and Pashuar
Haor.

The result? Seven species of birds
were found for the first time in
Bangladesh. They are: chestnut-
crowned bush warbler, aberrant bush
warbler, grey-sided bush warbler,
Baikal bush warbler, oriental reed
warbler, large-billed reed warbler and
Sykes's warbler.

www.facebook.com/tangents.ikabir
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@ AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY-BANGLADESH

PROGRAMS WE OFFER

~ Undergraduate Programs

| BA |
o English
o Media & Mass Communication (MMC)

® Major in Print & Electronic Journalism
» Major in Advertising

BSS
o Economics

HITM (Granted Full Accreditation by PAASCU)

o Accounting and Finance
o Economics
Human Resource Management (HRM)
International Business (IB)
Investment Management (IM})
Management
Management Information Systems (MIS)
Marketing
Operations Management (OM)
© Tourism & Hospitality Management (THM)

NN (Ongoing Accreditation by IAB)
Architecture

T8 (Accredited by IEB)

Elecmr:al & Electronic Engineering (EEE)
Computer Engineering (CoE)

I'_iﬂ (Accredited by PAASCU)
o Computer Science (C5)
o Software Engineering (SE)
o Computer Information Systems (CIS)
(Students from Commerce background may apply)
o Computer Science & Software Engineering (CSSE)
o Computer Science & Engineering (CSE)

WHERE LEADERS ARE CREATED

Exam date: 22 December, 2013

- Graduate Programs

| MPH |
0 Epidemiology
o Reproductive & Child Health
o Dental Public Health
o Occupational & Environmental Health
o Public Health Administration
o Hospital Management

A Masters in Development Studies (MDS)

T (Granted Full Accreditation by PAASCU)
& Accounting
o Agribusiness
o Economics
o Finance
o General Management
o Human Resource Management (HREM)
o Management Information Systems (MIS)
o Marketing
o Operations Management (OM)

B3N Executive MBA
(Granted Full Accreditation by PAASCU)
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Master of Engineering in Telecommunications
(MTel)

Masters in Electrical & Electronic Engineering
(MEEE)

o Master of Science in Computer Science
(MSCS)

W PAASCU Philipine Accrediting Association of Schools, Colleges and Universities. Member of
APQN- Asia Pacific Quality Network.

Continuing Education Center (CEC)
# Cisco Networking Academy (ITC/ASC)

* Microsoft IT Academy and MSDNAA

® EC-Council Academia
.
[

SAP University Alliance
Juniper Networks Academic Allilance

For more information on the CEC Programs: Phone: 9894641,

ADMISSION INFORMATION OFFICE
83/B, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani
Phone: 8815387,9897387,9894229
Ext. 100, 200

Courses Offered:

#* |TE, CCNA, CCNA Security, CCNP Boot camp
® MCITP. MCSD, PHP, Java, Linux, Android, CEH
# SAP Graphic Design Services

# Interior Designing & Decoration training

® JUNOS, JNCIA

9886116, 8820865, Ext-406 Email: ce @aiub.edu

GRADUATE PROGRAM OFFICE [12 PM TO 8 PM]
58/B,Road 21, Banani

Phone: 8820865, 9890804, 9894641

Ext.555




