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Stuck in capital
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midday, looking for a bus
that would take her to
Noakhali.

She had started around
9:00pm Friday after watch-
ing news. Little did she
know that another blockade
would be announced only
about half an hour later.

"We are now trying to
find shelter here, as going to
my destination will not be
possible for the next few
days," she said.

Announced by the 18-
party opposition alliance, the
blockade has put thousands
of people in harm's way,
giving them little time to
change their plans.

Shahidul Islam, who
works at Keraniganj, was
stranded at Kamalapur
railway station. He said,
"My daughter is terribly sick
at home in Kishoreganj. I
have to go there but no bus
s plying today.”

Sohrab Hossain and five
other day labourers, who
work at a ship-breaking yard
in Chittagong, stopped at
the station at 7:00am. They
were headed for their Bogra

home where they would
harvest paddy.

"The next train is sup-
posed to depart at 7:00pm
today. We do not have any
choice but to wait here until
then," said Sohrab, adding
that in Dhaka they do not
have any relatives who can
put them up for now.

Mohammad Shamim,
who works at a private firm,
had started his journey on a
bus from Cox's Bazar yester-
day afternoon. The driver
refused to go anywhere else
as soon as it stopped at
Sayedabad bus terminal at
daybreak.

"I am in a terrible situa-
tion with my infant daugh-
ters because I do not have
any relatives here," he said.

Nineteen labourers were
also waiting at the bus ter-
minal helplessly. For them,
yesterday was the last date to
join work at a brick kiln in
Feni.

Mosharraf Hossain, one
of the labourers from
Jessore, said, "We have to
reach Feni by any means. If
we fail, it might cost us our
work."

None will be allowed
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But both the programmes
merged into one due to the
similarity of the agenda.
Columnist Syed Abul Maksud
presided over the rally.

Castigating both the
ruling and the opposition
parties for the recent vio-
lence that claimed a number
of lives, Nagarik Oikya
convener Mahmudur
Rahman Manna said both
Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda
Zia have to shoulder the
responsibilities for the
deaths.

He also demanded a
neutral probe into the
deaths in the political
unrest.

Manna urged Hasina and
Khaleda to solve the ongo-
ing political stalemate
immediately. “"Otherwise,
people themselves will solve
the problems,” he added.

CPB President Mujahidul
Islam Selim also accused
Hasina and Khaleda of the
deaths.

He reiterated that the
CPB would not join the 10th
parliamentary polls without
the participation of all polit-
ical parties.

“We want an election in
which all parties participate.
But there will be no room
for Jamaat-e- Islami. It is not
a political party, anyway,” he
added.

Abul Maksud said: "We
demand two things from the
rally -- peace and democ-
racy. We demand that the
government make every
effort to ensure a peaceful
and acceptable election.”

Later, they brought out a
procession with white flags
from the venue of the rally,
which ended at the Jatiya
Press Club.

HOUSE RENT

At Banani, Road-7, Block-F,
House-7,1470 Sft (including Car

parking) Family Apartment
With Gas, Water & Electricity.
Ready for Rent.

9889155,01/15593542

2000sft "Full Furnished/Un-furnished Apartment.” 3 bed,
drawing, dining, living, kitchen, servant room, one car
parking, land line phone, Road-79, Plot-15, Gulshan-2.
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Cell: 01783603939, 01971563328

C-1215

Lake Side Flat Sale
@ Guishan
Exclusive flat with all modem facilities including

Gym, Garden, Play

Area,

Centrally Water

Purfication, Full Generator Support...

Cell: 01921454287, 01921454267

SPACE FOR RENT AT GULSHAN AVENUE

9400 SFT. (3RD/4TH FLOOR) FOR RENT@80/-SFT. FOR
CONVENTION CENTER, SHOWROOM, GYMNASIUM,
BANK BRANCH, RESTAURANT AT ZAHED PLAZA, 30
GULSHAN AVENUE-2 (NORTH), DHAKA-1212.

PLS.CONTACT: 01712059359,01730434924,01711189698
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Living in anarchy
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criminal hurls a petrol bomb
at a woman's head. She dies
after hours of agony. The
image of her weeping daughter
moves citizens everywhere, It
does not move those who have
set this violence into motion.

Outside the capital, ruffi-
ans and brigands tear out, in
the interest of "credible elec-
tions", railway tracks with not
a thought to the safety of
passengers on incoming
trains. Moving buses come
under attack. Individually
owned cars are cheerfully
mutilated into objects that
speak of a country at war
with itself. The blockade, or
aborodh, has turned into a
game of the macabre sort.
There are all the tell-tale
signs of its mutating into
terrorism, of the kind that
afflicts and has afflicted
nations not ours.

Students in schools, colleges
and universities keep praying
and hoping the blockade politi-
cians will give them enough of a
break for them to finish their on-
going classes and examinations.
That wish turms out to have been
misplaced. Education, in the
face of bombs and stones and
arson, has gone comatose. Ask
the blockade engineers. They
have a single answer: let there be
a caretaker government first.
Education be damned.

The economy is as good as
dead. Businesses are in inten-
sive care, with no sign of a
recovery soon. Business lead-
ers, having consistently urged
a proper political solution to
the crisis, have given up.
Soon, as seems likely,
Bangladesh will be a lost
cause in the global economic
scheme because the produc-
tion of goods has taken a
back seat to the manufacture
of chaos.

SCENETWO
Not a word of regret or contri-

tion on the deaths of citizens,
on the troubles afflicting the
country, comes from those
who call the general strikes
and the blockades.

The leader of the opposi-
tion speaks of a "movement”
going on until the government
concedes the demand for a
caretaker government. She
does not appear in public,
Neither do most of her party
colleagues, who are on the run
from the police.

The acting secretary gen-
eral of the BNP makes the
outlandish claim that those
who have died in recent days
were victims of police attacks.
He has no time to explain
how the police and other
security forces have been
throwing bombs into mov-
ing vehicles and killing inno-
cent citizens. But he has time
enough to get on a motor-
bike, head draped in helmet,
to get away after a gayebana
janaza before the police can
come after him.

Day after day, night after
night, Ruhul Kabir Rizvi of
the BNP pushes blockades
down the throats of the
nation, with nary a thought to
the sufferings of people.
People, of course, matter little.
Citizens die on the streets.
Those who have called for
demonstrations on the
streets are nowhere to be
seen. Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
promised to cripple the
country once an election
schedule had been
announced. He has kept his
promise. Politics has been
replaced by anarchy.
SCENETHREE
The ruling Awami League, like
the opposition, remains
unmoved at the ballooning
tragedy. It cheerfully picks up
opposition politicians, hauls
them to court in triumph and
demands that they be placed
on remand. Humiliating
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elderly leaders is what it
does. A bus burns on the
streets. Former ministers are
charged with having ignited
the flames even as the crimi-
nal elements in its own yard,
having played havoc with
tenders, share markets, etc.
remain untouched

Partisan cheers are heard
as the ruling party announces
the names of its nominees for
the general elections. Some of
the more notorious of party
members -- with their record
of intimidation, alleged links
to murder, corruption -- have
come by party tickets. How
notoriety helps democracy is
not explained.

A sense of complacence
overwhelms the ruling circles.
The lesson seems to be sim-
ple: let the opposition carry
on with its mayhem, let the
nation and the world count
the number of the rising dead,
let disgust with the opposi-
tion hit the peaks -- and then
all will be well. Meanwhile, a
whole country drifts.

The realities, in the end,
could well turn out different.
The facts on the ground bear
all the signs of impending
disaster.

EPILOGUE

The state of Bangladesh is in a
state of anarchy. Democracy
has gone fugitive, morality has
died a slow death, politics has
come to mean an unbridled
race to seize the corridors of
power.

The gods are in their heav-
ens; and everything is wrong
with our world.

Principles have been
twisted out of shape, in the
way the lives of citizens have
been twisted into images of
horror and blood and death --
in a land that once was a
proud victor in a twilight
struggle for liberty and plu-
ralistic expression.

Talks on behind the
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different cases for killing, van-
dalism and arson.

“A behind-the-curtain dia-
logue is going on. If it yields a posi-
tive outcome, people of the coun-

try will get some respite. And if

anything as such happens, the
opposition leaders will no
longer stay behind bars,” he
told a press conference at the
secretariat yesterday.

When his attention was
drawn to this, Inspector General
of Police Hasan Mahmud
Khandaker said he had no
idea about what the minister
said on the release of opposi-
tion leaders, and thus, he
would not make any com-

ment on this.

He said everything was
being done following laws.

When asked why the dia-
logue was taking place "behind
the curtains”, Obaidul Quader
said political talks first take
place behind the curtains and
then they are made public if
they yield positive results.

"I hope there will be a posi-
tive result but I am not one
hundred percent sure,” he told
reporters.

While giving an account of
losses Bangladesh Road
Transport Corporation
incurred due to vandalism
and arson during the opposi-
tion's blockade, Quader

SCenes

urged BNP to shun the path
of destruction and try to
reach a consensus with the
government.

The minister said BNP made
two mistakes-- first, they did not
participate in the process of
amending the constitution
and second, they rejected the
prime minister's call for a
dialogue.

He hoped BNP would realise
its mistakes and make amendsin
theinterestsofthe people.

Asked whether there was
any mistake on the part of
the government, he said
nobody was above mistakes,
but did not mention any.

Railway seeks BGB help
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“We have also deployed four
armed Ansar men in every
passenger and freight train,”
Md Abu Taher, director
general of Bangladesh
Railway, told The Daily Star.
He said two armed Ansar
men would always remain
standing at the front of the
train.

"“We have a plan to deploy
two more Ansar men in
every train, " he said, adding,
the BGB high-ups were
ready to extend their sup-
port. “We will get their help
whenever we want.”

Taher said GRP and NRB
members were regularly
monitoring risky tracks with
motor and push trolleys.
The Ansar men were helping
them too, he added.

To avert an untoward
incident, the railway author-
ities have reduced speed of
all trains during the opposi-
tion-enforced programmes.
“The usual speed of a train is
70-80 kilometres per hour.
Now we keep it within 40
km,” said the DG, adding,
railway staff were working
round-the-clock to keep the
service on.

Insiders said guards in
civil forces were also
deployed in stations, trains
and other risky points to

catch the attackers. Seven
people had so far been
arrested, while 13 cases were
filed in connection with the
attacks on railway during
the ongoing blockades,
added Abu Taher.

Railway service was the
main target of the blockad-
ers during last week's block-
ade enforced by BNP-
Jamaat. Train services were
severely disrupted as they
uprooted lines and fish-
plates, damaged rail bridges
and vandalised and torched
trains.

Around 1,376-metre
tracks were uprooted
between Koshba and
Akhaura. Tracks were also
ripped in Lalmonirhat,
Comilla and Rajendrapur,
resulting in derailment of
trains that injured dozens.
Three coaches of Sirajganij
Express were burned down
in Ishwardi last week.

“Attacks on rail tracks
took place in 40 places
during the four-day block-
ade last week. The estimated
loss was Tk 6 crore,” said the
railway DG, adding, they
had incurred a loss of Tk 26
crore during attacks by
Jamaat-Shibir after their
leader Delawar Hossain
Sayedee was sentenced to
death in a war crimes case.

He said he had never seen
such attacks on railway in
his 35-year career. "Rail
operation is very challeng-
ing in this situation, but our
entire workforce is working
round-the-clock to keep the
operation on at any cost,”
added Taher.

LOSS OF BRTC

The state-run Bangladesh
Road Transport
Corporation (BRTC) has
incurred a loss of Tk 41.68
crore between April 2012
and November 2013 due to
the opposition-called
programmes like hartal and
blockade.

The activists of BNP-led
18-party opposition alli-
ance vandalised at least 153
BRTC buses, causing a loss
ol Tk 5 e€erore;
Communications Minister
Obaidul Quader told a press
conference at his Secretariat
office.

The Corporation had to
count a loss of Tk 7.42 crore
as the opposition men
torched at least 32 vehicles
including 11 double-decker
and articulated buses during
the stipulated time, he
added.

The BRTC had also faced
revenue losses worth Tk
29.26 crore in the last 20
months, Quader said.

We don't
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all-party government.

"Which ministries do you
want? Even if you want the
home ministry, we are ready
to give it," she said, pointing
to Opposition Chief
Khaleda Zia.

Criticising Khaleda for
"killing innocent people" in
the name of movement,
Hasina asked her to come
out on the streets to prove
her determination.

"You have kept yourself
in hiding and hired miscre-
ants to burn people alive. It's
unfair. If you want to con-
tinue the movement, come
out on the streets and show
your strength,” she contin-
ued.

Criticising the incidents
of arson, vandalism and
violence during opposi-
tion's blockades, the pre-
mier said, "Khaleda has
gone mad for power."

want to see

Sheikh Hasina, who is
also the AL president, asked
her party men to take to the
street to resist the subversive
activities of the opposition
parties.

Hasina, however, said
none could foil the election
and it would be held on
schedule.

The PM also criticised
some civil society members
who recently called on
President Abdul Hamid
seeking his intervention to
end the ongoing political
impasse.

"Some of them were
advisers to the last caretaker
government. Why did they
fail at that time? It is their
failure that brought about
the 1/11," she commented.

Also present at the
programme, AL Presidium
Member Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim even ques-
tioned the meaning of such

ameeting.

"What can the president
really do? He is given no
power but to appoint the
chief justice and the prime
minister,” Selim said.

Earlier during the
programme, the premier
unwrapped the cover of a
book titled Rashtranayak
Sheikh Hasinar Ganatantrer
Jonyo Sangram (Head of
State Sheikh Hasina's
Struggle for Democracy)
featuring her contribution
to establishing democracy
in the country.

AL leaders Amir Hossain
Amu, Jahangir Kabir Nanak,
Jubo League General
Secretary Harunur Rashid
and Dhaka University Vice-
chancellor Prof AAMS
Arefin Siddique also spoke
in the programme presided
over by Jubo League
Chairman Omar Faruk
Chowdhury.
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— Prestlmous furnished Office Space for rent at
106 Gulshan Avenue (5th Floor), Gulshan

Amenities:

® Modern state of the art architectural
elegant Building.

® Office of 6,984 sft with spacious terrace.

® Fully well decorative modern lucrative

design interior.

® (Central air conditioning with double hift.

® 24 Hours Generator and Security services.
® (6 Dedicated with Secured Car Parking

For more information
01973114455
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Request for Research Concepts
Deadline: December 22, 2013

Valuing the Ecosystem Services Provided by
Mangroves in Bangladesh

The John D. Rockefeller 3RC Scholars Program, in collaboration with
Winrock Interational’s Climate Resilient Ecosystems and Livelihoods
(CREL) project, funded by the US Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID), seeks concepts for applied research on the value of
ecosystem services provided by mangroves in Bangladesh. The goal of
the research is to assist government officials and funders in making
informed decisions on policies and programs to protect mangroves.
Application instructions will be found in www.winrock.org/JOR or can be

recommendations.

-especially encouraged to apply.

requested to crelgrants@field.winrock.org.

Competition timeline: Individuals or teams are welcome to submit 5-
page concepts by the December 22, 2013 deadline. In mid-January
2014 the Program will award planning grants of up to $1,000 each to
the top three concepts. The three planning grant winners will have one
month to recruit a multi-disciplinary team and jointly develop a full
research proposal. One full proposal will be selected for an award up to
$50,000, and supported aver a period of one year. The winning team
will be advised by an expert review committee made up of Senior
Researchers and decision makers who can act on the team's

Who Should Apply: Concepts will be accepted from Bangladeshi mid-
career professionals who reside in Bangladesh, and are associated
with an institution or university. Applicants must have at least a Masters
degree in a relevant field and extensive experience in related areas.
Relevant fields include both the social sciences (e.g. environmental
economics, development studies, rural sociology, agricultural
economics) and natural sciences (e.qg. forestry, wetland management,
natural resource management, ecology, marine biclogy). Women and
young professionals (under age 45) are

Y8 WINROCK
INTERNATIONAL

OFFICETOLET

Newly constructed independent
7storied Building 10,500 sft (Each
floor 1,900 sft, Top floor 1,000 sft)
with full load Generator, Lift, 7 car
parking for office/any organization.
House-43, Road-16, Sector-11,
Uttara, Phone: 01713-009646
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Scholastica, Sunbeams, BIT, Aks,
T Hope, M M, CGS...We're Committed
for best Care,Result with Update
Q/P Solve & 7/10 Mocks.Wide
Exp. & reputed school teachers.
DAS Sir (Acc)-01715311925,
Sufian Sir (Bs,Com)-01716610428,
Mohidur Sir (Eco)-01716096520,
Zinath Apa (Bng). Gulshan

(UniWorld), B.dhara & Uttara.

Single & Short Batch at home.

2600 sft. large apt. on 1st flr. at D.O.H.S Baridhara, H # 461,
Rd # 08 (East) 04 bedrooms with attach baths. Drawing,

Dinning & living space can be converted into a LARGE HALL.
Two kitchens, store, servant bed/bath. Ideally suited
for office/family requiring spacious living area.

Contact: 01819217760

Harvest Rich Group of Industries Ltd.

The corporate office of the companies under Harvest Rich Group has
been changed. Requested to make all correspondence to new address:

House# 02, Road# 2B, Block-J, Baridhara, Dhaka. ﬁ.l

Name of Companies
1. Benetex Industries Limited

--"'\._

2.Common Threads Limited

3. Taati Ponie Textiles Limited

4. Taati Fashion Apparels Limited
5.Harvest Rich Multiple Feed Mills Limited

6.Harvest Rich Agro Industries Limited

7.Harvest Rich Poultry Industries Limited
8. Harvest Rich Enterprise Limited
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