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AFP, Paris

Manchester United and Real
Madrid, with a dozen
European titles between
M them, powered into the
¥ Champions League Last 16

on Wednesday as in Russia
holders Bayern Munich produced a record-
breaking show in the snow.

Also securing their passage to the knock-
out stages of Europe’s premier club compe-
tition were French champions Paris Saint-
Germain.

This trio join already-qualified Chelsea,
Bayern Munich, Atletico Madrid, Barcelona
and Manchester City.

That leaves the identity of the final eight
teams still to be revealed after the final
throw of the first round dice in mid-
December,

United produced the performance of
David Moyes' short reign as manager since
succeeding Alex Ferguson, who beamed
down from Leverkusen's stand as goals from
Antonio Valencia, Jonny Evans, Chris
Smalling, Nani and an own-goal from Emir
Spahic left the Bundesliga side bemused.

United go into the closing group game
against Shakhtar Donetsk as Group A lead-
ers on 11 points, with Shakhtar up to sec-
ond, three points behind, after a 4-0 win
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Getafe v Levante

Live from 1:00am (Saturday)
STAR Sports HD1

Primera Liga

Villarreal v Malaga

Live from 1:30am (Saturday)

5-star MU thru'

RESULTS

Shakhtar Donetsk (UKR) 4 (Adriano 37, Teixeira 48,

Costa 68, 87) Real Sociedad (ESP) 0

Bayer Leverkusen (GER) 0 Manchester United (ENG)
5 (Valencia 22, Spahic 30-0q, Evans 65, Smalling 77,

Nani 88)

Juventus (ITA) 3 (Vidal 29-pen, 61-pen, 63) FC

Copenhagen (DEN) 1 (Mellberg 56)

Real Madrid (ESP) 4 (Bale 37, Arbeloa 51, Di Maria

63, Isco 80) Galatasaray (TUR) 1 (Bulut 38)
Anderlecht (BEL) 2 (Mbemba 18, Bruno 77) Benfica

(POR) 3 (Matic 34, Mbemba 52-o0g, Rodri 90)
Paris Saint-Germain (FRA) 2 (Ibrahimovic 7, Cavani

90) Olympiakos (GRE) 1 (Manolas 80)
CSKA Moscow (RUS) 1(Honda 62-pen) Bayern

Munich GER) 3 (Robben 17, Goetze 56, Muller 65-pen)
Manchester City (ENG) 4 (Aguero 33-pen, Nasri 65,

Negredo 78, Dzeko 89) Viktoria Plzen (CZE) 2 (Horava

43, Tecl 69)

spot in Group B irrespective of what hap-
pens in their closing group game.
PSG also lost a man, Marco Verratti leav-

NEO Prime

Bundesliga

Wolfsburg v Hamburg

Live from 1:30am (Saturday)

ing the pitch with the second half barely
begun, but the French champions held firm
to see off Olympiakos 2-1 and finish as
Group C winners.

over Real Sociedad.

In Madrid, a fine free-kick from Gareth

Bale set Real on their way to a 4-1 rout of
(Galatasaray which guaranteed them top

Their star Swedish striker Zlatan
[brahimovic celebrated his 100th
Champions League appearance with the

opener.
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Zambrotta
to coach
Swiss club

AFP, Lausanne

Former Italy defender
Gianluca Zambrotta, a
World Cup winner in
2006, has been appointed
coach of struggling Swiss
Second Division side
Chiasso, the club said on
Wednesday.

The 36-year-old former
AC Milan, Juventus and
Barcelona defender has
been given a contract
until June 30 with the
aim of saving the club
from relegation.

Chiasso, situated just
kilometres from
Zambrotta's native Como,
are second from last in the
scond division.

Defence still a worry

REUTERS, Madrid

Real Madrid may have
strolled into the Champions
e League last 16 with a 4-1 win
[SrsmILBl it home to Galatasaray on
F/  LEAGUE, [ WEdI‘.ﬁESdE}' but coach Carlo
Ancelotti levelled some sharp
criticism at centre backs Sergio Ramos and
Pepe after the game.

While the nine-times European champi-
ons have had little trouble finding the net
this season, largely thanks to the scintillat-
ing form of Cristiano Ronaldo, their defence
has been fragile and they have only man-
aged three clean sheets in 14 games in La
Liga and one in five Champions League
outings.

Ramos got himself sent off midway
through the first half at the Bernabeu when
he allowed Umut Bulut to get in front of
him before felling the Galatasaray forward
when he was through on goal.

Pepe was at fault for the Turkish side's
equaliser when he reacted too slowly to a

Didier Drogba through ball and Bulut snuck
in behind him to finish clinically past Iker
Casillas.

If Real are to claim the 10th European
crown that has eluded them since their last
success in 2002 they will need to tighten up
at the back as their opponents in the knock-
out round are likely to offer a much stiffer
challenge than tame Galatasaray.

"The match was made more difficult by
the Sergio Ramos sending off," Ancelotti
said in an interview with Spanish television
broadcaster Canal Plus.

"I don't think the defenders should be
taking risks, all they need to do is cover
behind them and nothing more," added the
Italian, who was clearly upset with Ramos as
the Spain international trudged off the
pitch.

"We suffered a sending off because of that
and also for the Galatasaray goal when we
didn't cover our backs properly.

"I have told the defenders many times
that they have to cover behind them and I
don't need to say it again."
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PHOTO: AFP

Real Madrid supporters display a giant banner depicting Portuguese superstar Cristiano Ronaldo to back his bid
for the Ballon d'Or prior to the Champions League match against Galatasaray at the Bernabeu on Wednesday.

Giggs going
strong at 40

AFP, Madrid

AFP, London

With a vintage cameo at
Cardiff City last weekend,
Ryan Giggs demonstrated
that he remains an integral
player for Manchester
United despite the arrival
on Friday of his 40th
birthday.

Playing in the city of his
birth, the Welshman rose
from the bench in the 73rd
minute and immediately
caught the eye with a first-
time through ball for Danny
Welbeck, who shot over.

It was Giggs also who led
United's vain charge for a
winning goal lofting a deli-
cately weighted 50-yard pass
into the path of Wayne
Rooney, only for the United
striker to botch the opportu-
nity by electing to pass.

GEEG
CHAMPIONS
ANEEENS N match with Galatasaray on
Wednesday to support the
Portuguese star's bid to win the Ballon d'Or

forthe second time.

player's face.

mander’

player.

Thousands of Real Madrid
fans donned masks depict-
ing the face of Cristiano
Ronaldo ahead of their

Supporters also held up a huge banner
at the northern end of the Santiago
Bernabeu saying "Cristiano Ronaldo,
Ballon d'Or"

alongside an image of the

The display comes in the wake of com-
ments from FIFA president Sepp Blatter in
which he described Ronaldo as a "com-
and mocked his demeanour on
the field, whilst also saying he personally
preferred Barcelona's Lionel Messi as a

Those comments were met with con-
sternation in Madrid, not least from
Ronaldo himself who described the com-
ments as showing "the respect and consid-
eration that FIFA has for me, for my club

Fans don C'Ron masks

and my country.”

Ronaldo was not involved on the field
for the first time this season as he sat the
game out due to a slight muscle strain.

The injury is the only thing that has
been able to stop his incredible
goalscoring form this season as he has
netted 32 times in 22 games for club and
country.

That record has made him favourite to
be crowned World Player of the Year
come January, particularly since FIFA
extended the closing date for votes to be
cast by two weeks until this Friday,
November 29,

Ronaldo won the award in 2008 after
guiding Manchester United to Champions
League glory, but has finished behind
Messi in the voting every year since making
his world record breaking move to Madrid
four years ago.

Messi and Frenchman Franck Ribery
are expected to be Ronaldo's main rivals
for the award this year with the three
finalists to be named on December 9
ahead of the awards ceremony in Zurich
on January 13.

Two dead in
WC stadium
accident

AFP, Sao Paulo

Two people were killed and
another injured Wednesday
by the collapse of a crane
on the site of a Sao Paulo
stadium that will host the
opening game of next
year's World Cup, authori-
ties said.

"The initial toll of three
has been revised downward
to two and one injured
person was rushed to hos-
pital,” a police spokesman
told AFP,

Police said a crane fell on
workers rushing to complete
the Arena Corinthians sta-
dium, where the opening
World Cup match is to be
held next June.

The world football's
governing body FIFA set a
December 31 deadline for
finishing the work.

The crane collapsed as it
was lifting a 500-ton lattice
structure to the top of the
stands, bringing down
three metal structures,
Globo television reported.

The company overseeing
the construction work imme-
diately halted work and said
it would investigate.

The stadium is one of 12
World Cup venues and
Brazil has been struggling to
overhaul sagging infrastruc-
ture in time for the games.

Messi going
to Argentina

REUTERS, Madrid

Lionel Messi has completed
the first stage of his recov-
ery from a thigh strain and
will travel to his native
Argentina on Friday as
planned to continue treat-
ment, his club Barcelona
said on Thursday.

Messi sustained the
injury in a La Liga match at
Real Betis on November 10
and the World Player of the
Year is likely to be sidelined
until the middle of January.

Club doctor Ricard
Pruna and physio Elvio
Paulorroso will join him in
Argentina next month to
supervise the final phase of
his recovery programme,
Barca said on their website.

"His development is
positive as the latest tests
conducted show," they
said.

Messi will miss Barca's
final Champions League
Group H match at home to
an already eliminated
Celtic on December 11,
when the Spanish champi-
ons will be looking to
secure top spot ahead of
Italian side AC Milan.

Manchester City goalkeeper Joe Hart (L) clears the ball away from Viktoria Plzen forward Marek Bakos during their
Champions League encounter at the Etihad Stadium on Wednesday.

PHOTO:
AFP

Hart makes his case

AFP, Manchester

Manchester City manager
Manuel Pellegrini refused to
confirm if Joe Hart had done
enough to retain his place
N after the goalkeeper's spell in

exile ended in a 4-2 win over
Viktoria Plzen.

Hart had been dropped by Pellegrini after
a series of error-prone performances hit a
new low with an embarrassing blunder
which sent City crashing to a last-minute
defeat at Chelsea in October.

The 26-year-old languished on the bench
for the next five matches as Costel
Pantilimon performed well in his place,
with only a solitary appearance for England
against Germany to sustain him,

Hart was finally allowed to pull on the
City shirt again in Wednesday's Champions
League clash at Eastlands and he made a
good case for his permanent return with
two important saves as the hosts survived a
sloppy defensive display to see off the
Czech minnows.
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Hart couldn't be faulted for either of
Plzen's goals and his save to deny
Frantisek Rajtoral in the closing moments
preserved City's win.

He also nearly provided a remarkable
assist for Sergio Aguero with a huge clear-
ance to the Argentine, who fired home only
to see his goal ruled out for a foul.

With Swansea due at Eastlands in the
Premier League on Sunday, Hart will hope
he has done enough to retain his place, but
Pellegrini was coy when asked who would
start this weekend.

"l think Joe played very well. I didn't
expect he would have to work so much
during the game," Pellegrini said.

"Plzen had more chances to score than
teams who have played us in the Premier
League.

"From tomorrow (Thursday) we will start
thinking about the next game. Now we are
talking about the Champions League. But I
repeat [ think Joe did a very good performance.

"Tomorrow 1 will start thinking about
who is the best 11 for the next game that
includes the goalkeeper and everyone else."
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