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ATTACK ON RAILS DURING HARTAL, BLOCKADE

Train schedule falls apart
In western zone

EAM ASADUZZAMAN,
Nilphamari

Schedule of trains in West
Zone of Bangladesh Railway
(BR) virtually collapsed as
agitators uprooted rail lines,
unscrewed fishplates and
arranged gathering on tracks
at different places during the
countrywide transport
blockade enforced by BNP-
led 18-party alliance during
the last two days.

Thirty intercity and mail
trains along with dozens of
local trains and two recently
introduced Demu trains
move on different routes
covering 1550 kilometre
tracks in West Zone and
around three lakh passen-
gers make train journey
from about 400 stations
there daily, said railway
sources.

But operation of two
local trains Padmarag and
7up--8down running
between Santahar-
Lalmonirhat and Santahar-
Panchagarh, two Demu
trains Rangpur Commuter
running between
Parbotipur-Lalmonirhat
and Thakurgaon Commuter
running between
Parbotipur-Thakurgaon had
to be suspended due to the
schedule collapse amid the
political agitation, they said.

"Most of the trains in this
division failed to maintain
schedule as rail lines were
uprooted in Joypurhat,
Jamalganj and several other
places, mass human gather-
ing on rail tracks in
Dinajpur and other places,”
said Mir Md Ali Akbar, chief
train controller of Pakshi
Division in West Zone.
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'Smooth journey' by train virtually eluded people in different areas of the West Zone of
Bangladesh Railway as schedule collapsed due to subversive activities including
uprooting of rail lines during the last two days' countrywide blockade enforced by the

BNP-led 18-party alliance.

Ekota intercity train
running between Dinajpur
and Dhaka was scheduled to
reach Dinajpur by about
9:00pm on Tuesday but it
could not reach there as a
'human shield' was formed
on rail tracks as part of the
countrywide road blockade
by the opposition alliance,
said sources of Lalmonirhat
Division under West Zone
of BR.

Later it started for Dhaka
from Parbotipur instead of
Dinajpur and reached the
capital making four hours
late.

Intercity train
Lalmonirhat Express started
from Lalmonirhat at
7:10pm although it was
scheduled to start at
10:40am and reached the
capital 12 hours later than
the schedule.

The Nilsagor intercity
train running between
Saidpur- Dhaka was three
hours late to reach the
capital.

Intercity train Chitra
operating from Khulna to
Dhaka was seven hours late
and Rangpur express was
five hours late to reach
destination Dhaka.

During the two-day
countrywide blockade
programme by the 18-party
alliance, the rail stations saw
huge rush of passengers as
many people who usually
travel by bus went there to
have a relatively smooth
journey but in vain.

"I am frustrated as the
train was scheduled to leave
the station at 9:20pm on
Tuesday but it did not even
arrive that day," Emdadul
Haque, principal of a

kindergarten, who along
with his wife was waiting for
Dhaka-bound Ekota express
at Dinajpur railway station
told this correspondent over
cell phone.

Chief train controller of
Lalmonirhat Division under
West Zone Shahidul Islam
said, "Despite seriously
efforts, we are facing difficul-
ties to maintain timetable as
in many cases trains made
late for more hours due to the
agitation programme of
some political parties.”

Railway officers,
engineers, locomotive
masters, guards and
employees of all catego-
ries are working hard,
even taking life risk, to
make railway service
smooth, said Mosharaf
Hossain, chief traffic
manager of BR's West
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Stabbed by
'friend’,
Nayon dies
at DMCH

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Manikeganj

An SS5C examinee of the
district, who was seriously
injured allegedly by his
'friend' on Tuesday, died at
Dhaka Medical College and
Hospital (DMCH) vyester-
day.

The deceased, Maruf
Hasan Nayon, 16 was son of
late Abdul Mazid Mia of
Bandutia area in the town.

Family sources said,
Nayon went to bed with
his two close friends--
Hridoy, son of Ayub Mia
and Rakib, son of Abdus
Salam of the area--on
Monday night.

In the morning,
Hridoy did not find his
mobile phone and
blamed Nayon for its
missing. The duo then
engaged in an altercation
over the issue.

The quarral over the
missing phone continued as
they failed to find it.

At one stage in the
afternoon, Hridoy
stabbed Nayon in the
neck, leaving him seri-
ously injured, said wvic-
tim's uncle Abdullah Al
Mamun.

Nayon was rushed to
Manikganj Sadar Hospital
and then shifted to DMCH
after his condition wors-
ened. He succumbed to his
injuries at the hospital early
yesterday:.

Hridoy and Rakib went
into hiding after the inci-
dent, said officer in-
charge of Manikganj
police station Rezaul
Haque.

A process to file a murder
case was underway till filing
of this report at 6:00pm
yesterday:.

C NAWABGAN] CHAR AREAS

Coriander farmers
having good time

RABIUL HASAN,
Chapainawabganj

Coriander cultivation is
gaining popularity in the
district as the growers make
a handsome profit due to
low production costs and
easy farming.

A large number of farm-
ers are now cultivating
coriander leaf commercially
in the district, especially
char areas, as it has changed
the lot of many people.

Over 3000 farmers are
now involved in coriander
cultivation in the region that
sees increasing farming of
the wvegetable for the last
several years.

They have been sending
over 5,000 maunds a day for
the last ten years to different
parts of the country, especially
Dhaka, after meeting local
demand in the peak season.
Each maund of coriander leaf
now sells here between Tk
1000 and Tk 1200.

The herb was earlier
cultivated only on small plots
around homes for family
consumption and sale at local
markets. Now it is grown on a
large scale in the shoal areas of
Sadar and Shibganj upazilas
of the district.

Sundarpur,
Shahjahanpur,
Charbagdanga, Narayanpur,
Islampur and Debinagar
unions in Sadar upazila and
Panka, Durlovpur,

Ghorapakhia and Ujirpur
unions in Shibganj upazila
are well known for corian-
der farming.

Coriander farmers from
different shoal areas take
their products to a mango
orchard of Pathan Para in
the town and sell it to
wholesalers who supply it to
different places including
the capital city and
Chittagong by trucks and
coaches.

I have cultivated corian-
der on six bighas of land this
year. | started with only one
bigha a few years ago after
taking lease of land from
land owners as it is very
profitable, said Ekramul
Haque, a farmer of
Bagdanga village under
Sundarpurunion.

The herb is widely culti-
vated between October and
February mostly in char
areas as they are suitable for
coriander cultivation, said
Abul Kalam Azad, Deputy
Director o f
Chapainawabgan|j
Department of Agriculture
Extension.

Coriander cultivation
needs only Tk 2,500 to
3,000 to cultivate one bigha
of land while the produce
sells between Tk 12,000 and
15,000, said farmers.

Over 3000 farmers have
cultivated coriander this
season on 200 hectares in
the district.
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Traders sort coriander
leaves in Court Bagan area
of Chapainawabganj town,
prior to its packing for
transportation to the capi-
tal a couple of days ago.

Jamaat-Shibir men
cut tendons of Jubo
League activist

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jessore

Jamaat-Shibir men severed
tendons of hands and legs of
a local Jubo League activist
and thrashed his head with
bricks in Sadar upazila
yesterday noon.

The victim is Nazmul
Islam, 30, organising secre-
tary of Ramnagar union Jubo
League under the upazila.
Critically injured Nazmul
was rushed to a nearby clinic
and then shifted to Khulna
Medical College Hospital.

Locals said Nazmul along
with some party activists was
sitting at a shop at Kuyada
Bazaar beside Jessore-
Monirampur Road. At
around 11:30am, about 250
to300 Jamaat-Shibir activists,
equipped with sharp weap-
ons and sticks, reached the

bazar, exploded bomb and
chased the Jubo League men.

As Nazmul fell to the
ground, the Jamaat-Shibir
men hacked him with sharp
weapons, cut tendons of his
hands and legs and thrashed
the head with bricks.

They also locked in a
clash with police. Atleast 15
people, including three
cops, were injured.

Qur Satkhira correspon-
dent reported that Jamaat
will enforce a half-day hartal
in the district today, protest-
ing the killing of its activist
Shamsur Rahman in police
firing in Sadar upazila early
yesterday.

Shamsur Rahman, 35,
was shot dead during a clash
with law enforces at
Shialdanga village in Sadar
upazila at around 4:00am.

KILLING OF BGB MAN, RICKSHAWPULLER

Over 1000 sued in two
cases in Comilla

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Two separate cases were
filed against over 1,000
people in connection with
the killing of Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) member
Ripon and rickshaw-puller
Babul Miah during
Tuesday's clashes in Comilla
city and Laksham upazila of
the district.

Sub-inspector Shahidul
Islam of Comilla Kotwali
police station on Tuesday
night filed a case against
81 named and 500
unnamed people with the
police station for the kill-
ing of BGB member Ripon
and attacking police.

Meanwhile, eight people
were arrested in the case,
reports LINB.

BGB member Ripon, 25,
was killed and 10 more
people, including a police-
man, were injured in a clash
between the activists of the
18-party alliance and law
enforcers during the opposi-
tion's blockade at Taltala in

Comilla city at 4:45pm on
Tuesday.

Rokeya Begum, wife of
Babul, filed another case
against 36 identified and
500 unidentified people
with Laksham police station
for the killing of her hus-
band.

Babul was killed and 10
other people were injured in
police firing during a clash
between police and 18-party
alliance activists in
Doulatganj Dighirpar area
in Laksham wupazila on
Tuesday.

The clash ensued when
police tried to remove a
barricade put up by the
activists of the 18-party
alliance.

Away in Habiganj, police
filed two cases against 700
BNP men on charge of
attacking them in Sadar
upazila on Tuesday, reports
our Moulvibazar
Correspondent,

Sub Inspector of
Habigan) Sadar Anwar
Hossain filed a case accus-

ing 29 identified BNP
leaders and 200 unknown
others. The identified ones
include district BNP
organising secretary
Enamul Haque Selim and
district Chhatra Dal conve-
nor Tajul Islam
Chowdhury Jwel.

SI Indranil Roy filed
another case accusing 40
identified BNP leaders and
450 unknown others. The
identified men include Jubo
Dal Secretary Azizul
Rahman Kajol and Secretary
Miah Ilias.

Witnesses said, a clash
ensured when the activists
of BNP and its student
wing of Sadar unit brought
out a procession in sup-
port of their wvarious
demands in the town on
Monday evening,

A chase and counter-
chase took place as police
obstructed them which
followed a clash that left 30
people including 10 police-
men injured.
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Dr. Md. Z.H. Basunia
Registrar

Bangladesh Medical & Dental Council
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