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Menendez: Help workers in Bangladesh

ROBERT MENENDEZ

November 24 marks one year
since a tragic fire at the Tazreen
Fashions factory in Bangladesh
killed 112 workers. When the fire
alarms went off that day, manag-
ers acted with indifference and
forced workers to stay at their
stations.

Months later, devastation again
struck Bangladesh's workers when
the Rana Plaza building collapsed,
killing 1,132. Inspectors had
declared the building unsafe, yet
management compelled the
workers to enter with threats of
lost pay or termination.

These twin tragedies galvanised
world attention on the terrible
conditions under which
Bangladeshi workers produce over
$20 billion worth of clothing for
consumers abroad each year.

For many Americans,
Bangladesh is a far-off nation on
the other side of the world. The
challenges workers face there seem
distant.

But in this country we have
risen in solidarity when workers'
rights have been ignored. Just as

the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist
Factory fire in New York City
resulted in dramatic changes to
US factory safety standards, the
tragedies in Bangladesh are a call
to action for consumers in
America.

The principles of fairness and
equality for working men and
women are deeply interwoven
within the fabric of our nation's
history.

No one will want to wear clothes
made in Bangladesh if they are
stained with the blood of workers.

After these tragedies, | urged the
Obama administration to suspend
preferential duty-free status for
certain products from Bangladesh.
Qur government responded and
since the suspension of
Generalised System of Preferences
benefits, Bangladesh's govern-
ment has dropped charges against
labour activists and begun to allow
local unions to form.

In addition to pressure from
our government, American and
European companies are working
together to establish common
standards for fire and building
safety. A 77 percent increase in

the minimum wage was
announced but is not yet enacted.
The AFL-CIO's Solidarity Centre
is training union organisers and
the International Labour
Organisation has established a
programme to help develop
durable institutions to protect
workers' rights.

But considerable long-term
work remains. Unions have a
troubled history in Bangladesh. In
the past they were subject toundue
influence by political forces with
agendas that did not put workers
first. This legacy will be difficult to
overcome -- workers need to feel
safe in joining a union and man-
agement needs to understand that
unions can play a constructive role
in worker safety as well as factory
production.

However, there are disturbing
signs of backsliding, so western
governments and consumers must
remain vigilant.

Some factory managers have
intimidated union organisers and
thugs have reportedly attacked
workers who dared to organize.
Dozens of workers have died in
fires in Bangladesh's factories

since Rana Plaza collapsed.

We have a responsibility and an
opportunity to bring about change
in Bangladesh's garment industry.

First, the United States must
remain vigilant and ensure that
labour law reforms are correctly
implemented and labour organis-
ers are protected from anti-union
activity. We should also increase
funding for efforts, such as the
AFL-CIO's Solidarity Centre
programmes, that support work-
ers' capacity to organise and
engage in collective bargaining,

Second, the government of
Bangladesh and the garment
industry associations should
immediately develop and apply
tough sanctions against factory
owners who engage in anti-union
activity.

Finally, international compa-
nies must continue to require their
supplier factories to abide by strict
safety and labour standards. The
latter will require long-term, well-
resourced programmes to educate
their suppliers on workers' rights
and constructive worker-
management relations. They
should also implement a zero-

tolerance policy for suppliers who
consistently engage in anti-union
activity.

A Bangladesh with a fully
empowered work force and safe
factories will require sustained
action by its government, apparel
companies, domestic factory
owners, organised labour as well
as the international community. It
will take time, but this time there
can be no going back.

A year ago, the world woke up to
the horror caused by unsafe work-
ing conditions in Bangladesh. We
owe it to the victims and the four
million garment workers in
Bangladesh, who produce a lot of
the clothes we wear, to maintain
pressure until Bangladesh's workers
are given the rights they deserve
and the tools they need to protect
themselves.

The opinions expressed in this com-
mentary are solely those of Senator
Robert Menendez, D-New Jersey, who
chairs the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee. The committee recently
issued a report titled "Worker Safety
and Labour Rights in Bangladesh's
Garment Sector. " Source: CNN

HSBC

SM Akhter Alam Mostafi, general manager of Uttara Export Processing Zone (EPZ) in
Nilphamari, attends the opening of a business development office of HSBC in the EPZ
recently. Riaz A Choudhury, head of international and corporate banking of HSBC
Bangladesh, was also present.

UCB

MA Hashem, chairman of United Commercial Bank, launches the bank's exclusive
financial service--UCash--at a programme at Sonargaon Hotel in Dhaka on Saturday.
Muhammed Ali, managing director, was also present.

Stocks back to
the black

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Stocks returned to the black
yesterday, breaking a two-day
losing streak, as investors went
on a buying spree amid coun-
trywide political instability.

DSEX, the benchmark
general index of the Dhaka
Stock Exchange, closed the day
at 4,354.88 points, after
gaining 30.18 points or 0.69
percent.

“Dhaka bourse ended
positivelywith a 13.90 percent
increase in turnover, which
indicates that investors are
still optimistic about the
market scenario in the midst
of the political uncertainty,”
LankaBangla Securities said in
its daily market analysis.

Buyers were active yester-
day as they found some stocks
cheap after last two days of
consecutive beating, the
stockbrokersaid.

The market gauge started
the day in the green, due to the
natural buying pressure,
stated IDLC Investments in its
regular marketanalysis.

However, the index slowed
and started shedding points,
once it reached 4,400 points
level, as the market sentiment is
yet not confident enough to

trade over that level, the
investment banker com-
mented.

Meanwhile, frequent
positioning and repositioning
throughout the session gener-
ated Tk 100 crore worth of
additional turnover from the
previous session, IDLC
Investmentssaid.

Tumover, the most impor-
tant indicator of the market,
advanced 13.90 percent to Tk
750 crorethan the previous day.

Gainers took a strong lead
over the losers as out of 287
issues traded, 169 advanced,
95 declined and 23 remained
unchanged on the DSE floor.

Among the major sectors:
pharma gained 0.95 percent,
which is the top gainer of the
day, followed by power 0.87
percent and banks 0.70 per-
cent.

The other sectors, telecoms
and non-bank financial insti-
tutions retraced 1.95 percent
and 0.2 2 percent respectively.

Generation Next Fashions
saw the highest liquidity with
70.43 lakh shares worth Tk 24
crore changing hand.

Modern Dyeing and Screen
Printing was the biggest gainer
of the day as it posted a 9.99
percent gain, while Gimini Sea
Food was the worst loser,
slumpingby 11.57 percent.

The Chittagong Stock
Exchange also gained yester-
day with its CSCX, the selec-
tive categories index, gaining

Chittagong
business leaders
seek quick fix to
gas crisis

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig
Business leaders in
Chittagong yesterday urged
the government to immedi-
ately fix the gas crisis which
is hurting industries and
households in the port city.

The city now gets around
200 million cubic feet of gas,
which is almost half its
demand, said Mahbubul
Alam, president of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (CCCI).

Alam spoke at a press
briefing at the chamber's
auditorium in Chittagong
yesterday.

He proposed to take
concrete and long-term
measures against the crunch,
like increasing capability of
Bakhrabad-Chittagong gas
supply line, and import
fertiliser as it would be
cheaper than production,
dig new gas wells in Jaldi of
Banshkhali and
Budbudchara and start off-
shore drilling to discover
new gas fields in the Bay.

Syed Jamal Ahmed, CCCI
vice-president, and Jamil
Ahmed, managing director
of Karnaphuli Gas
Distribution Company, were
also present.

Bangladesh may lose market
in diversified jute products

FROM PAGE B1

The US, Europe and China would be the
biggest markets for shopping bags, once
the ban on the use of plastic bags would
fully comeinto force in a few years.

Local manufacturers and exporters
fear they would lose the market to
India, as entrepreneurs in the neigh-
bouring country have built factories
that are able to produce quality yarn,
fabric and diversified products.

India exported more than 70
million jute shopping bags in 2012-
13, against around 1 million by
Bangladesh. Entrepreneurs in India
received grants from the government
to set up advanced mills to produce
diversified jute products, they said.

Bangladesh's manufacturers and
exporters said all the governments in
the country had paid little attention to
develop this sector.

“The cost of producing quality yarn is
40 percent higher in Bangladesh than
India because of technological disad-
vantages,” Munna said. India has set up
composite jute mills with modern
machinery and technologies to make
fabric, dyeing or lamination under one
roof, he said. Bangladesh has nearly 250
jute mills, but none with dyeing and
lamination facilities, which are essential
to producing diversified products.

Historically, Bangladesh and a part
of India are the main producers of jute
accounting for more than 96 percent of
the total jute production globally. In
2011, global jute production was 2.86
million tonnes, of which Bangladesh's
share was 1.2 million tonnes,

Once Bangladesh was known as the
country of 'golden fibre' because of
the quality of jute it produced. Jute

and jute goods accounted for 90
percent of the country's total exports
in 1972-73. Now, the contribution of
this sector to Bangladesh's export
earnings has dropped to less than 5
percent, even though it has more than
95 percent local value addition.

Bangladesh exported raw jute and
jute goods worth $1.03 billion in
fiscal 2012-13 -- jute sacks and bags
accounted for $237 million and jute
yarn and twine over $500 million --
according to data from Export
Promotion Bureau. In July-October
this year, data shows a negative trend
in the export of jute sacks and bags --
$42.61 million against the target of
nearly $93 million for the period.

“India is enjoying the cream of jute
diversification. It has quality mills,
professionals and designers to pro-
duce diversified products,” said
Mahmudul Haque, deputy managing
director of Janata Jute Mills, one of the
two biggest private mills. The largest
one is Akij Jute Mills.

“Investing in dyeing and lamina-
tion is yet to be feasible in Bangladesh
as the market is not so big. An absence
of designers 1s a major concern here
too, " Haque said.

The good news is that Bangladesh
Jute Mills Corporation (BJMC) is set
to convert a couple of its mills to
produce raw materials to make diver-
sified products instead of traditional
ones.

“We are converting Karnaphuli Jute
Mills and hope to go for commercial
production next month. The world is
demanding diversified products and
we have to get out of making tradi-
tional things,” said Maj Gen

ers

FROM PAGE B1
"Ticta should be a positive one for us. With
the deal now in place, the US should also
include the garment items in the GSP
scheme for duty privileges so that both
Bangladeshi manufacturers and US retail-
are benefited,”
Mahmood, vice president of Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association, the garment makers' platform.
[f the US government allows duty
benefits to the garment exports from
Bangladesh, American retailers will feel
encouraged to place more orders, he said.

said Reaz-Bin-

Ticfa raises mixed reactions

“The deal will help strengthen our
business relationship with the US," said
Mohammad Hatem, vice president of
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, the knitters' platform.

“But the US should not show any one-
sided attitude, as Bangladesh does not have
such a bargaining power to win with the
LS. We welcome the deal,” Hatem said.

Former BGMEA president Anwar-ul-
Alam Chowdhury Parvez said the deal
would bring troubles to the garment sector,
as the government signed it without much
homework.

Dewan Mujibur Rahman, managing director NRB
Commercial Bank, and AKM Sajedur Rahman,
chairman of Voluntary Organisation for Social
Development, attend a programme recently to
sign an agreement to disburse Tk 20 crore as
agriculture loans.

Ecnec, purchase panel
restructured

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The Executive Committee of National Economic
Council (Ecnec) and Cabinet Committee on Public
Purchase have been restructured under the new polls-
time government.

The number of Ecnec members has been increased
to 12 from nine, the Cabinet Division said in a notice
yesterday.

The newly included members are: Land Minister
Amir Hossain Amu, Health Minister Rowshan Ershad
and Telecoms Minister Rashed Khan Menon.

The purchase committee also got two more minis-
ters as members, in addition to nine ministers. They
are: Land Minister Amir Hossain Amu and State
Minister for Youth and Sports Mujibul Haque Chunnu.

Apple buys motion
sensor maker PrimeSense

BBC NEWS
Apple has purchased PrimeSense, an Israeli firm that
specialises in making 3D motion detection technology.

PrimeSense is best known for developing gesture
control for Microsoft's Kinect sensor, and has made
strides towards bringing the technology to mobile.

Apple's deal is likely to spark speculation about its
plans to develop new products such as Apple TV.

PrimeSense confirmed the deal with Apple in a
statement to the BBC but said they could not com-
ment further. Apple did not disclose the financial
details of the deal but said it had taken place. Some
reports claimed ithad paid $360m (£222m).

"Apple buys smaller technology companies from
time to time, and we generally do not discuss our
purpose or plans,” said an Apple spokesman.

The deal comes at a time when firms are increas-
ingly experimenting with gesture control. In October
2011, Apple filed for a patent for new ways to control
devices that do notinvolve physical contact.

Its filing, entitled Real Time Video Process Control
Using Gestures, talked about allowing users to
“throw" content - the ability to transfer it from one of
the firm's products to another - using contact-free
hand movements.

BTRC toughens up on
Citycell for dues

FROM PAGE B1

Furthermore, the company is also struggling to clear
its dues to its network equipment supplier. It was
supposed to take part in September's 3G auctions but
was unable to do so -- due to failure to arrange the $20
million earnest money.

The company, which runs on the restricting CDMA
technology, intended to move to the widely-used
GSM technology to provide better handset options to
its subscribers but was unable to due to its pending
amount with BTRC.

Asked about the company's financial state, Mehboob
Chowdhury, chief executive officer of Citycell, said the
operator is close to receiving fresh funding with which it
would be able to turn around its fortunes.

Citycell is 45 percent owned by Singapore's
SingTel, 31.43 percent by Pacific Motors Ltd and
23.57 percent by Far East Telecom Ltd.

SingTel stopped injecting funds into the company
in 2012, and according to its 2013 annual report it
placed a nil value to its ownership stake in Citycell.

APEX

Syed Manzur Elahi, chairman of Apex, poses during the annual strategic business
conference session yesterday. Syed Nasim Manzur, managing director, was also

“If we utilise the deal positively we will
have some positive impacts forus.”

Currently, Bangladesh pays 15.3 percent
duty on garment exports to the LS.

“The US will now press so many compli-
ance issues on us. We are not yet prepared.”

“We are inviting troubles in the name of
winning back GSP to the US market.”
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