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International fallout of our political crisis

ZIAUDDIN CHOUDHURY

S Congressional hearing on current

l | Bangladesh political crisis on November

20, and the New York Times editorial on

the same topic the same day may be coincidental,

but the impact of the crisis at home beyond our
borders cannot be overstated.

Readers will recall that US Congressman Steve
Chabot who chaired the hearing led a small dele-
gation of Congressmen to Bangladesh earlier this
month and interviewed our political leaders
impressing upon them the need for peaceful, non-
violent solution to the political impasse obtain-
ing in the country through participation of all
parties in the general election. They even empha-
sized on the necessity of a neutral government to
oversee the elections.

Of course, the events that followed the visit
would prove how unsuccessful the pleadings
were, and how the leadership of the country
turned a deaf ear to such advice. The culmination
of this was the Congressional Sub-Committee
hearing on the crisis. The New York Times edito-
rial, which coincided with this hearing, went a
step further than the Congressional delegation
advice on elections. It not only puts the blame on
the scratching of caretaker government provision
in the constitution, but also terms the current
political conditions in Bangladesh as violation of
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human rights, and refers to the war crimes tribu-
nals as political weapons to suppress political
opposition.

Judging from these two events one may won-
der whether the US is overly concerned for
Bangladesh, or is the predicament in Bangladesh
getting more traction internationally than it
deserves? Is the country's political bout being
orchestrated by forces aligned to supporters of
one side or another to force international inter-
ventions? Or have we dragged ourselves to this
pass by our own failure to settle political conflicts
in a way other democratic countries do?

In Bangladesh we are not unknown to the
concept of international interventions. From the
day we began our fight for liberation through the
fledgling days of newfound independence we
have counted on support and assistance of foreign
powers. Our dependence was dictated by neces-
sity, initially for survival and later for develop-
ment. But we always sought this international
help forsustaining our people and developing our
country economically. In this we followed other
developing nations and the international assis-
tance that we received was from our friends and
agencies that respected our sovereignty.

Along with financial assistance from our
international friends we also welcomed advice
and expertise on economic development and
other matters of governance. Many times we
took advice because strings were attached to the

financial assistance. The assistance was neces-
sary to buttress our meagre financial resources.
But we never thought that a political advice or
intervention would be needed because we felt
that is one area we could manage ourselves. That
is until the bottom fell out from our political
base and the ugliness of bitter political feuds
reared its head. And that also was initiated by
our political leaders.

There is not much likelihood that
there will be a repetition of events
of seven years ago, there may not
be a coalition of powers to settle
our domestic political disputes.

We will recall how this moral bankruptcy
began when a leader of opposition at the time
pleaded for support from foreign ambassadors to
intercede with the government party to press their
case. The government in power cried foul and
chastised the opposition for seeking foreign inter-
vention in domestic politics, but only to repeat
this solicitation of foreign support when the same
party sat in the opposition. Our leaders would
prove to our foreign friends their ineptitude and
incompetence to settle their differences through
dialogue. They would prove that although they
wanted democracy in the country, they did not
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believe in the very first tenet of democracy -- listen
if you want to be heard. Democracy is a two way
street, one has the same right as one’s opponent.

In today's globalised world no country is an
island. What happens is Bangladesh impacts just
not perception or image of Bangladesh, it
impacts on how others will conduct their rela-
tionship with the country. The image that
emerged from the political fights is that of lead-
erships that are entrenched more in their desire
for power and less in governance, more in pro-
tecting political turfs and loyal supporters than
in the welfare of the country. There is also a
lurking fear in the West; particularly the US that
weak governance would lead to growth of terror-
Ism in the country.

The LS Congressional hearing on Bangladesh
is not a unique event; scores of hearings are held
each year in the US Congress over a variety of
1ssues and causes, both domestic and interna-
tional. There have been many hearings in the past
years in LIS Congress over Bangladesh on other
issues, good and bad. But the significance of the
latest hearing as well as that of the New York
Times editorial commentary should be very rele-
vant to the direction our leadership in Bangladesh
may take. The message from both is very clear; the
current situation needs correction. This correction
will not come from the course that the leadership
of the country has chosen. This correction will
come from a willingness to rise above personal

ambition or parochial interest, or settling of per-
sonal scores, to national interests, interest of
millions of people. A unitary solution without

involvement of all political parties will not lead to
this correction.

In most writings and media dialogues over
Bangladesh a reference is always made to the
political happenings seven years ago, and the
consequences that the country had to go through
that time. There is often a temptation to draw a
parallel to those happenings to the current
impasse with a suggestion that foreign powers will
collaborate again to force a solution of the crisis in
Bangladesh. Absent from these dialogues is a
reality check that there are far too many events in
the globe today that have graver international
impact than a political crisis in Bangladesh. There
is not much likelihood that there will be a repeti-
tion of events of seven years ago, there may not be
a coalition of powers to settle our domestic politi-
cal disputes. However, there are limits to which
our own people will go to suffer more hardships
and uncertainties about their future. Our leader-
ship may think of railroading another unwise
decision to have it their way and dismiss interna-
tional opinion and advice. If this happens, it will
prove to be short lived, and pave the way for a
more long winded but costly solution.

The writeris a US based political commmentator and analyst.

to Mohan Mia

ABuL HAsSAN CHOWDHURY

farsighted
politician, visionary

Aand beyond all a

humanist Mohan Mia
represents a culture of
Politics now consigned to
the folds of history - at least
in Bangladesh. While
paying our homage it is our
earnest hope that today's
youth, like in all ages
hearken to the glorious past

which is indeed our
common heritage. ’
Scion of an aristocratic /

Zamindar family Mohan

Mia chose to be different in order to make a difference. He
prevailed at the times when Muslims were slowly waking up to
the error of a misplaced sense of vanity leading them to turn
away from modern education.

[t is quite remarkable that this scion of a Zaminder family
should choose to be associated with a party which actively
upheld the cause of the farmers and tenants and by implication
sought the abolition of the feulal order.

Asaresultin 1926 Mohan Mia established Moizuddin High
Madrasa in Faridpur with the aim to cater not only with reli-
gious education but also with other modern subjects. A signifi-
cant amount of his Zamindari earnings were spent on estab-
lishing of schools and Madrasas in the rural areas aside the
town of Faridpur. Notably apart from boys Mohan Mia had
paved the path for spreading women's education too through
setting up Halima Girls High schoolin 1932,

During the colonial times politics was essentially a privilege
of the landed gentry with rare exceptions in Muslims flocking
under the banner of Muslim League. Following in the footsteps
of his elder brother Mohan Mia's induction in public life came
into being as an ardent supporter of Sher-E-Bangla's Krishak
Proja Party.

At the age of 31Mohan Mia was first elected to the Bengal
legislative council leaving his relatively secured seat in his
Zamindary estate and in 1940 with Sher-E-Bangla as the pre-
miere in Bengal politics he was elected president of Faridpur
Muslim League. He occupied this position till 1952,

As the vanguard of the movement for Pakistan he worked
under Sher-E-Bangla and later Huseyn Shahid Suhrawardy. It
was during this period when one of his young comrades was a
young Muslim student League leader by the name of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

A distinguishing trait in Mohan Mia was that he never held
back in expressing his mind whatever party he may have
belonged to. Following the birth of Pakistan he became the
general secretary of Bengal Muslim League. During the tragic
shooting of students on 1952's February 2lhe not only
denounced the heinous act but demanded exemplary punish-
ment for the responsible shooters. As a later consequence he
left the Muslim League in 1953 forgood.

In fact in the united front formed in 1954 to confront the
Muslim League Mohan Mia as a Krishak Proja Party candidate.
After the KPP trouncing the Muslim League in the elections he
was given Ministerial berth for a very short period.

As a member of the constituent Assembly in 1956 he was a
participant in crafting a constitution, which unfortunately
never saw the light of day. During the infamous Ayub regime,
decade of decadence, Mohan Mia firmly hitched his standard
with the opposition camp. Politics was in ferment those days.
Except for the Awami League led with such vigour and courage
by Bangabandhu rest of the opposition failed to project a
united platform.

In 1961 when my grandfather contested for the speaker's
position of East Pakistan Provincial Assembly, Mohan Mia led
the campaign on his behalf regardless of his political affilia-
tion. In the end it came to be known Khawaja Khairuddin
versus Mohan Mia fight.

There was no expectation or anticipation from either side.
The ethos of responding to a friend or relatives is a value not
measured in price. Sadly this ethos in our world of digits is
often cynically challenged. "Let the dogs bark" as Omar
Khayyam says "The caravan shall pass.” It is not within my
competence either to elaborately chronicle or offer enlightened
observations have offered my respect to a personality who was a
close friend of my family and from whom | received such
enduring affection.

[ pray to Allah for The Eternal Bliss of the soul of Late
Yusuf Ali Chowdhury Mohan Mia.

The writer is former state minister, ministry of foreign affairs.
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“épolitics is the art of looking for
trouble, finding it whether it exists
or not, diagnosing it incorrectly, and
applying the wrong remedy.””

MD. KHAIRUL ISLAM, SHEHLINA AHMED and
AFTAB OPEL

HE recent Lancet series on Bangladesh
is a matter of national pride. The articles
thoroughly analyse factors leading to
the commendable health outcomes attained
by the country despite poor economy.
However it is equally important to consider
the complementary role played by the non-
health sectors along-side the successes of the
health sector itself. For example, a part of the
gain especially in child health can be attrib-
uted to reduction in diarrhea among the
under-five children due to improved access to
water and significant reduction in open defe-
cation from 32% in 1990 to 4% in 2011. It can
be sately mentioned that the massive improve-
ment in road density and network throughout
the country and the introduction of the motor-
ized boat since the late eighties have greatly
reduced the time to reach health facilities.
Another key contributing factor has been the
rapid growth in cell phone subscription from
2.7million in 2004 to over 97million in 2012,
The paper Call to Action in this series high-
lights the double burden of diseases,
Bangladesh is experiencing with communica-
ble and non-communicable diseases; the latter
arecent phenomenon with potential to further
increase the already high out of pocket expen-
diture (Ool?) if business continues as usual.
Private health sector, accounting for over 80%
of the total healthcare provision, is rapidly
filling the gap in addressing emerging and
chronic illnesses. However quality of private
health services can be questionable. In the
private sector medicines are largely sold by
almost 200,000 vendors-cum-informal health
providers, the main conduit to retail the $1.25
billion pharmaceutical industry. The national
health policy 2011 regards the "unskilled”
informal providers as the first contact point
but remains silent on their regulation.
Aggressive and unethical marketing by the
20,000+ medical representatives and unregu-
lated care provision coupled with low citizen
awareness are driving up health expenditure.
The notion Bangladesh achieved “good
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North South University

deserving MPH students

and experience

I'he first private university 1 Bangladesh

I

North Sou

For [nformation,

Please Contact:

~For Medical & Non Medical Graduates
Friday & Regular Evening Programs

Abpplication Deadline
December 26, 2013

* Epidemiology * Reproductive & Child Health * Hospital &
Health Service Management * HIV/AIDS and Emerging Health Problems
* Behavioral Science & Health Communications

Special Features

e [nternationally reputed & highly educated faculty members (having
Ph.D) from North American or equivalent universities

® [nternship in International Organizations USAID, ICDDRB, Save
the Children, FHI, UNAIDS, UNFPA & WHO for career develop-

e USAID fellowship opportunity for MPH fellows of NSU (on going)
e Dissertation grants opportunity from John’s Hopkins University
®50% tuition waiver for candidate with highest score in admission
test and those with 3.90 CGPA in their undergraduate degree from

®100% tuition fee waiver for the sons and daughters of freedom fighters
e® Financial assistance up to 75% & Part-time job opportunity for

o Course Waiver & Credit Transfer based on academic background

e Friday and Evening classes only

Special Scholarship

Provision of scholarship from Canadian IDRC & other
International Organizations for deserving NSU MPH students.

Office of the Dept. of Public Health: Room # SAC 829,
Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka-1229, Bangladesh.

Cell: 01911566293, 01718141182, 01819022642, 01715622850
Tel: 8802-8852000 Ext: 1937, 1914 1913, 1909, 1908, 1901.
E-mail: mph.northsouth@gmail.com,
mobasherajahan@yahoo.com, lina7s@yahoo.com
Visit: www.northsouth.edu

Spring 2014

24 th Batch

Admission Test
December 27, 2013

Spring 20114
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Writers are Public Health and Development
Professionals. Opinions are personal; and do not reflect
the views of their employers.
E-mail: dr.khairul.islam@gmail.com

Applications are invited for admission into the follonwing
degree programs in Spring Semester starfing in Jannary 2014

Mastet in Development Studies

A degree program for Development Management Professionals

I qu'-j.'r;t;]t' Bachelor or a I_']'H'L‘L'-‘}'t.‘ﬂt' Honors dugrﬂ' or a Master's dﬂgrm: in the

field of

Sociology, Anthropology, Political Science, Public administration or other
related subjects from any recognized university,

At least Second Class (45% or above) or a minimum CGPA of 2.5 on a 4-}‘1(1iﬂ1’

Admission Reqllirr‘:ment.‘.‘

Feconomics,

seale in all exams.
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¢ MS in Economics

A fmu‘—j'mr Bachelor or a Thi’t:'i:—}'{*.z-li' Honors {it‘gl'{ﬂt or a Mastet's
degree in Economics or in related disciplines from any recognized

university.

At least Second Class (45% or above) or a minimum CGPA of 2.5 on
a 4-point scale in all exams.

Minimum Admission Requirements

rivate university

o Course Warver and Credit Transfer based on academic background.
o NSl dr:gr:_'u 15 gl{}hﬂll_ﬁ zlccu[}lud for high-::r studies & job [‘Jlm_‘c_'lnl_'m.

1*':1cu:|tg.' members with PhID from reputed Universities with strong research

background.

Financial aid for deserving students

Graduate Assistantship

Flexible evening & weekend classes.

Fully automated and digitalized central library

Honors/ Master’s (appeared) candidates may sit for the admission test but must
submit mark-sheets before admission.

Written test is waived for candidates with undergraduate CGPA of 3.7 or above

from NSU.

ecial Features

last day of application: 12t January 2014
Admission Test: (Written & Viva) 13 January 2014 at 10:00 A.M,

For more informaton pl{f:-lﬁt‘ visit our website

Application Forms are available for Tk. 1000 at UCBL, Bashundhara
Branch. A complete application includes:

(i) application form (duly filled in);(ii) two passport size photographs
(attested); (iii) clean copies of certificates and mark-sheets (attested).
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For Further Information, Please Contact

Department of Economics
Plot # 15, Block — B, Bashundhara R/A, Baridhara, Dhaka-1229
Phone: 880-2-8852000 Ext 1814/1815;
Email: economics(@northsouth.edu
Web: www.northsouth. edu




