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Country free of
load-shedding

Says PM as govt celebrates 10,000MW
milestone of power generation

BSS, Dhaka

The government yesterday celebrated its achievement for touching the
milestone in power generation capacity of 10,000-megawatt with a grand
and cheerful jubilation.

The celebration was launched in the evening with a spectacular
fireworks and laser show at the picturesque Hatirjheel Lake in the capital.

The lake, meticulously designed with bridges, overpasses and walk-
ways, took a different look amid presence of thousands of people during
the dazzling fireworks.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina switched on the celebration
programme titled ‘Alok Utsob' from Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre. She also inaugurated the Jativa Biddyut Saptaha-
2013 from the same venue.

Opening the celebration, the premier said, "It's a joyous day for us. It's
a successful and historic day for our government. It's a day of setting
milestone and materialising our commitment to people.”

In the election manifesto, she said, the government had made a
commitment to enhance the country's power generation capacity to
7,000 MW by 2013, "Today, we are producing more than our target,
making the country free from load-shedding."

"Eight more plants with production capacity of 760 MW power would
go for commissioning by January 24, when the present government will
fulfill its five-year tenure," she told her audience.

The premier said a total of 57 power plants were constructed in the
country during the tenure of the present government while 33 more are
now under construction.

"Tender documents are being processed for 20 plants. Now per capita
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Fireworks and laser show at Hatirjheel project area in the capital yesterday on the occasion of celebrating the country's ‘
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more than 10,000 MW of power generation capacity.
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Hartal delays Controversy it
war trials  only can create

Defence counsels keep on : Legal experts react to some war tribunal
skipping proceedings : officials' bid to contest polls for AL

MAHBUBUR RAHMAN KHAN and STAFF CORRESPONDENT
TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Customs officials at Hazrat
Shahjalal International
Airport seized 320 gold
bars weighing around 37
kilograms from a Qatar
Airways flight vesterday
morning.

The flight from Doha
landed at the airport
around 5:00am. After all
passengers got down from
the aircraft, a cabin crew
found some packets
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Energies and Precision Energy.

Desh Energy and Energis are facing
penalties of $15 million each for various
reasons, including lavish use of fuel and
excessive shutdowns of their plants. Both of
them obtained court injunctions last year so
that the government could not collect the
penalties.

The Power Development Board (PDB)
observes that the equipment of the two plants
is old, inefficient and prone to malfunction.

- Several legal experts yesterday said war crimes trial would be disputed
- as a number of prosecutors and investigators of the international
were present at the court. Some junior defence : crimes tribunals have collected Awami League’s nomination papers.
counsels were there too. Yet the proceedings of :  They find no legal bar for the prosecutors and the investigators on
war crimes cases against Jamaat leaders Motiur - seeking nomination but see it as their “moral turpitude”.

Rahman Nizami and AKM Yusuf did not take  ©  Earlier on Sunday, at least four prosecutors and two top members of
place as their senior counsels remained absent : the war crimes investigation agency collected AL nomination forms to
citing "unavoidable situation.” - contest the next general election.
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At the fag end of the Awami League-led
government's tenure, the power ministry is
seeking extension of three rental power
contracts by five years, although two of
them have performance issues and face
heavy penalties.

The ministry is seeking the approval of
the cabinet's purchase committee tomor-
row to extend the contracts of Desh Energy,

Judges, prosecutors, witnesses and accused

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

50 hurt as 2
trains collide

Dinajpur's rail link with Dhaka,
Rajshahi snapped for Ghrs

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Wreckage of buggies
caused by a head-on
collision between two
intercity trains in
Phulbaria of Dinajpur
yerterday. The accident
injured at least 50 pas-
sengers.

At least 50 passengers were injured when two intercity trains
collided head-on at Phulbari Railway Station here early
yesterday, suspending rail communications between the
capital and Dinajpur, Rajshahi for about sixand a half hours.

Witnesses said the driver of the Dinajpur-bound Ekota
Express from Dhaka mistakenly drove on line-1 of the
station at 3:40am. The train crashed into the Khulna-bound
Simanta Express, which had been waiting there since
3:14am to allow the passage of Ekota Express.

Locals whisked 22 injured to Phulbari Upazila Health
Complex. Of them, Md Amzan Hossain, 55, Abdul
Mannan, 35, Monoara Begum, 70, and Md Razu Mia, 15,
were later transferred to Dinajpur Medical College Hospital
as their condition deteriorated.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
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appeal for Philippines
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protection of the most vulnerable with the
government and | very much hope our
donors will be generous, " she told reporters.

“That plan is for $301 million dollars,"
Amos said, adding it was over and above
other sums already pledged and did not
include $25 million that the United
Nations' central emergency response fund

AFF‘. Manila

The global response to the horrific typhoon
disaster in the Philippines gathered pace
yvesterday, with the launch of a $300 million
appeal by the United Nations as countries
and companies swung into action,

LIN humanitarian chief Valerie Amos, in
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PRAYER TIMING

November 13

B 11
Asr 3-45 4-00
Maghrib 5-22 5-25

Esha 7-00 7-30
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Manila, praised the international commu-
nity's response to Super Typhoon Haiyan
but insisted much more needed to be done
to help people hit by a catastrophe her
organisation fears may have already killed
10,000.

"We've just launched an action plan
focusing on the areas of food, health,
sanitation, shelter, debris removal and also

has made available.

"At this point in time it's extremely
difficult even to get a sense of what the
immediate needs are because it is very
difficult to get to some of the areas affected.”

The UN estimates that more than 11.3
million Filipinos have been affected, with
673,000 made homeless, since Haiyan --
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TODAY'SPOLL

Do you think it was justified
for the four prosecutors and
two investigators of the
International Crimes Tribunal
to seek nomination from the
Awami League for the next
general elections?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net
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