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Using a Dictionary

A dictionary is our major source of information about words. It shows us how to
spell a word, or how to pronounce it, or what it means. But for this, we need to

Presentation 1:

Presentation 2:

know how to use a dictionary. Notice all the kinds of information about a word given in a dictionary. can-non [kenen/ noun, verb
® poun (pl. can-non or can-nons) 1 an old type of large
The words that a dictionary contains are called entries. All the entries are eclipse heavy Eallllﬂ::;lﬁuﬂll?lﬂﬂ wheels, that fires solid metal or
. : : . . stone 5 see als0o LOOSE CANNON, WATER CANNON
arr:-:{nged in alpl{abencal order: a, b, ¢, d etc. according to their first letter, e.g. . 2 smomatic su tiat 1s fired om &k lfvtatt
achieve, bend, click, doubt, etc. Rl = verb (1] + adv./prep. to hit sb/sth with a lot of force while
. . : ) & e u are moving: He ran around the corner, cannoning into a
If words begin with the same first letter; they are arranged according to their < T — g} ;up of kids. B &
second letter, e.g. baby, beak, bitter, borrow, bride, etc. _ and then according to ‘:: © can-non-ade |kana'neid/ noun a continuous firing of
the third letter, the next letter and so on. 2, e " "ﬂ large guns
can-non-ball ykananbo:l/ noun a large metal or stone
For example, look at the following words. All the words begin with the letter ball that is fired from a CANNON
'b'. However, they differ in their second, third, or the next letters. And thus, in a 1. Em sun o moon earth cannon fodder poun [U] soldiers who are thought of
dictionary they will appear in the following order depending on their first, = |—+%. Pronunciation 3. Parts of speech not as people whose lives are important, but as material
second, third or the next letter ‘eclipse’ jrklips/ noun, ver to be used up in war
’ : | = noun 1 [C] an occasion when the moon passes between can-not 0w kenot; NAME -na:t/
baby, back, bad, behind, below, bind, block, blood, etc. | theearth and the sun so that you cannot see all or part of = CAN NOT: I cannot believe the price of the tickets!
, the sun for a time; an occasion when the earth passes be- nula r ] - i
' tween the moon and the sun so that you cannot see all or s ok {ka—rn]ula;’ noun {pl. Caniiulae L1l or can:
e . ’ of th ¢ S ¢h nulas) (medical) a thin tube that is put into a VEIN or other
Activity 1: Locating a word il g F‘“l’“i’ Yon e part of the body, for example to give sb medicine
o a pa eclipse sing.,U] a loss of import- S . :
. . . ; canny /|
Can you put these entries in the correct order in which they would appear ance, power, etc. especially because sb/sth else has be- judg:mﬁ?g;ﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁlﬁsﬁeﬁﬂu ;nﬁ?ﬂ:}? ‘:;?lﬁf E}j
ina dictiunary? o come more important, powerful, etc.: The election !“E.b_ii_f_f_f 5. Sample v r:::mny o p :
o 4. Definitions _marked the eclipse of the right wing./o Her work was in-— > cantence :
1. class teacher  book student examination answer eclipse for most of the 20th century. canoe jke'nu:/ noun,verb .
2. parent child principal  office play read | « verb [N] ¥ [often passive] (of the moon, the earth, etc.) to WIREN BIES I Tt UG V00 TS SRR
3. look learn literature  lamp leader listen | cause an eclipse 2 to make sb/sth seem dull or unim- s gl e
' _ w verb [ca-noe-ing , ca-noed , ca-noed) (] (often g0 canoe-
4.  feel fight fact fiction flower failure portant by comparison (L] | OUTSHINE, OVERSHADOW: - ing) E(n PR )1 (ofteng
d. lesson l&l‘gﬂ manage naught}r scold knock o bl ca-noe-ing /ko'nwm/ noun [U] the sport of travelling in

Presentation 3: A Dictionary Entry

act O-w /=kt/ noun, verb

mnoun

» STH THAT SB DOES 1 o= [(] a particular thing that sb does: a
criminal act <+ ~ of sth an act of kindness < acts of terrorism
¢ =~ of sb The murder was the act of a psychopath.
D SYNONYMS at ACTION

» LAW 2 o= [(] a law that has been passed by a parliament:
an Act of Congress < the Banking Act 2009

» PRETENDING 3 ow [sing.] a way of behaving that is not sin-

vision | tf chain | d3jam | 8 thin | & this | p sing

cere but is intended to have a particular effect on others:
Don’t take her seriously—it’s all an act. ¢ You could tell she
was just putting on an act.

» IN PLAY/ENTERTAINMENT 4 [(] one of the main divisions of a
play, an OPERA, etc: a play in five acts ¢ The hero dies in Act
5, Scene 3. 5 [(] one of several short pieces of entertain-
ment in a show: a circus/comedy/magic act 6 [(] a per-
former or group of musicians: They were one of rock’s most
impressive live acts.

> act of 'God (/gw) an event caused by natural forces
beyond human control, such as a storm, a flood or an
EARTHQUAKE be/get in on the act I{fn)‘ﬂnnaf}l to be/be-
come involved in an activity that sb else has started, espe-
cially to get sth for yourself do, perform, stage a
disap pearing/'vanishing act (informal) to go away or
be impossible to find when people need or want you get
your ‘act together (jnformal) to organize yourself and
your activities in a more effective way in order to achieve
sth: He needs to get his act together if he'’s going to pass. a
hard/ tough act to follow 3 person who is so good or
successful at sth that it will be difficult for anyone else
coming after them to be as good or successful in the act
‘of doing sth] while you are doing sth: He was caught in
the act of stealing a car. ¥ more at CLEAN V., READ V.

® yverb

* DOSTH 1 o= [|] to do sth for a particular purpose or in order
to deal with a situation: It is vital that we act to stop the
destruction of the rainforests. ¢ The girl’s life was saved be-
cause the doctors acted so promptly. ¢ He claims he acted in
self-defence.

» BEHAVE 2 o= [|] to behave in a particular way: + adv. John's
been acting very strangely lately. ¢ ~ like sh/sth Stop acting
like spoilt children! ¢ ~ as iffthough... She was acting as if
she'd seen a ghost. In spoken English people often use
like instead of as if or as though in this meaning, especial-
ly in NAmE: She was acting like she'd seen a ghost. This is not
considered correct in written BrE.

» PRETEND 3 o [|] to pretend by your behaviour to be a par-
ticular type of person: + noun He’s been acting the devoted

The one you can trust

prefixes or suffixes to root words.

For example: semicircle.
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Presentation 4: Common Prefixed

Sometimes new words are formed by attaching

The chart below shows some common prefixes,
their meanings and some sample words.

Activity 2:

Look at the dictionary page in Presentation 2. Try to
answer the following questions.

1. What is the definition 2 of canon?

2. Find two entry words that are pronounced the same
way but have different spellings and meanings.

3. What is the meaning of the word canny?

4, What part of speech is canny?

Activity 4:

Use the prefixes of the words in bold to help answer the
following questions.

1. Birds are called bipeds because they have two feet.
Why are dogs called quadrupeds?

2. If a woman gave birth to triplets, how many children
did she give birth to?

3. Is an octogenarian forty, eighty, or a hundred years
old?

4. 'Cycle’ means 'wheel'. Why are tricycles, bicycles, and
unicycles so named?

Activity 5:

The base word in the first sentence of each group of
sentences below is given in bold.

Add a prefix or a suffix to each base word to make a new
word that fits the meaning of the second sentence.

Example:

A:You don't seem to like to go to any fairs or festivals.
That's right. I dislike going to crowded places.

B: Can [ depend on Shamim with this task?
Yes, he's a very dependable person.

1. Raj folds, the paper and gives it to Shahana.
When Shahana
rose in it.

the paper, she finds a red

husband all day. o + adj. I decided to act dumb. Number Pr&ﬁ_}{ SHm_p I_E wards 2. Do you know what 'guess’' means?
» PERFORM IN PLAY/MOVIE 4 %= (| T] to perform a part in a half semi- semicircle _ .
play or film/movie: Have you ever acted? < Most of the cast one uni- uniform You can find the in a dictionary.
— i ] ? . .y ! '
:}I{iyﬂ:ﬁg:q i,eu :;_,;‘mﬂ s acting (the part of) Hamlet? < The two bi- blllﬂgual 3. How do you pronounce guess 2
» PERFORM FUNCTION 5 [|] to perform a particular role or three tri- triangle You can also find the in the dictionary.
function: ~ as sth Can you act as interpreter? < ~ like sth four quad- quadrangular 4. Some of the sentences in the story are not correct.
hormones in the brain that act like natural painkillers . o SritatHetEE . _ :
» HAVE EFFECT 6 [I] ~ (on sth) to have an effect on sth: Alco- : P P First, identity the sentences and then,
hol acts quickly on the brain. [ELLP see AGE n., FOOL n., eight oct- octopus rewrite them
OWN V. ten dec- decimal
Activity 3: Activity 6: Dictionary Quiz

Most words have more than one
meaning. A good dictionary will
give all the chief meanings of the
words it contains. Look at the
dictionary page with the entry act.
Find the particular meaning of act
in each of the following sentences.
Mention the part of speech and
then write only the number of the
appropriate meaning against each

a. It was an act of not just kindness
but also of love.

b. Have you ever acted in a play?

¢. Don't try to act so smart. We
know exactly what you can do.

d. Can you please act as the umpire
of today's match?

you can.

e. The government is planning to
pass a new Environment Act.

1. General meaning

What does pastoral mean?
What does a plumber do?
When is anesthesia needed?

2. Synonym/Antonym
Find a meaning similar to generous.
Find a word similar to allow.

Look up the words in bold in a dictionary What's the past tense of blow?
and answer the questions as quickly as Is the word advice countable or uncount-

able?

4, Spelling
How do you spell the plural of body?

5. Pronunciation
Which syllable is stressed in the word
engineer?

6. Information

sentence. f. The government should act Whatte th oottt What do you call a person who comes
Example: immediately to solve the problem S SIC OPPOn R O SNAry: from the Njetherlands?
The hern}ne dies in the third act of  ©f traffic jam in Dhaka City. 3. Grammar How large is an acre?

the play. noun, definition 4

Is the word deadly a noun, a verb, an
adverb, or an adjective?

Of racing a CANOE: to go canoeing
ca-noe-ist /ka'nust/ noun a person travelling in a canoe
can-ola /ke'naule; NAME -nouv-/ noun [U] a type of cooking
oil made from a variety of RAPESEED that was developed

in Canada and is grown widely in N America. The plant is
also referred to as canola.

@ cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1sit| i: see

canon /kanan/ noun 1 a Christian priest with special du-
ties in a CATHEDRAL 2 (formal) a generally accepted rule,
standard or principle by which sth is judged 3 a list of the
books or other works that are generally accepted as the
genuine work of a particular writer or as being important:
the Shakespeare canon ¢ ‘Wuthering Heights’ is a central
book in the canon of English literature. 4 a piece of music
in which singers or instruments take it in turns to repeat
the MELODY (= tune)

ca-non-ic-al jko'nonikl; NAmME -na:n-/ (also ca-non-ic)
adj. 1 included in a list of holy books that are accepted as
genuine; connected with works of literature that are high-
ly respected 2 according to the law of the Christian
Church 3 (technical) in the simplest accepted form in
mathematics

ca'nonical form noun (linguistics) the most basic form
of a GRAMMATICAL structure or expression, for example
the infinitive in the case of a verb

can-on-ize (BrE also -15€) ['kaenanaiz/ verb |usually pas-
sive] ~ sh (of the PoPE) to state officially that sb is now a
SAINT O compare BEATIFY » can-on-iza-tion, -isa-tion
[ kaenanar'zeifn; NAmE -na'z-/ noun [C, U]

canon 'law noun [U] the law of the Christian church

ca-noo-dle [ka'nu:dl/ verb [I] (BrE, old-fashioned, infor-
mal) (of two people) to kiss and touch each other in a sex-
ual way

can opener (especially NAmE) (BrE also tin opener|
noun a kitchen UTENSIL (= a tool) for opening cans of food

e e — A e,
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SAFE WATER, HEALTHY LIFE

Everyone now has access to clean and healthy water
at the major railway stations across the country.
With easy access to free drinking and ablution water

The Robi CSR program is helping thousands
of people everyday.
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