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Farmer Shamsher suffers not
just for mistaken identity

Yet the real culprit is yet to be brought to book

EAM ASADUZZAMAN,

Nilphamari
An elderly farmer, facing
case for ‘defaulting’ the

agriculture loan that he
never took, has at last got
relieved of the ordeal as the
alleged culprit, a former
field supervisor of Dimla
branch of Rajshahi Krishi
Unnayan Bank, finally
deposited the money.

In last September,
Shamsher Ali, 70, of
Ramdanga village of Dimla
upazila, got a notice from
the bank for repayment of
Tk 26,000 as loan with
interest although he never
received any loan from
there, he told this corre-
spondent in front of the
bank Sunday noon.

Following Shamsher Ali's
application, the upazila
nirbahi officer (UNO) of
Dimla in mid October
directed the bank manager
concerned to take necessary
step, said the victim's family
and bank sources.

Although internal verifi-
cation found that the photo-
graph and signature of the
loanee attached to the
documents did not match
with those of Shamsher Ali,
the bank officials continued
telling the farmer that the
bank would treat him as loan
recipient as the real culprit
was not found, they said.

As bank investigation
found that the then field
supervisor Azizul Islam, in
collaboration with a local
forgery syndicate, misappro-
priated the loan money in the
name ofthe farmer, officials of
the bank branch contacted
with Azizul, now serving in
Lalmonirhat zone of Rajshahi
Krishi Unnayan Bank. But
they failed to recover the
money till Sunday noon.

Finding Shamsher Ali
sitting in front of the bank
that day, this correspondent
talked to him.

"As | met the bank offi-
cials today, they threatened
to file case against me if [ did

not pay the money in time. |
was so hurt that I felt sick
and sat down on the ground
here," he said.

This correspondent took
him inside the bank and
politely told officials that if
the farmer is not relieved
from the false charge and
the real culprit is not
brought to book, it would
bring disrepute to the bank.

In the afternoon the same
day, Azizul Islam came to
the bank and deposited the
total amount of misappro-
priated loan money with
interest to the bank,
informed Monzurul Islam,

second officer of Dimla
branch of the bank.

Earlier on Saturday, Abul
Hossain, manager of Dimla
branch of Rajshahi Krishi
Unnayan Bank, said,
"Farmer Shamsher Ali, as
per bank's folio No 48/73,
received Tk 16,000 as
agriculture loan with 10 per
cent interest on June 30 of
2008 and was scheduled to
repay it with interest by
September 2009. As the
farmer became defaulter
and total amount of money
with interest stood at Tk
26,000 in last five years, the
bank decided to file a case
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Falsely charged with defaulting agricultural loan, an upset Shamsher Ali, accompanied
by his wife and son, sits down in front of Dimla branch of Rajshahi Krishi Unnayon Bank
on Sunday after the bank officials pressed him to pay Tk 26,000 as "loan money and its
five years' interest" to evade a case.

against him with "Artho Rin
Adalot’ and sent legal notice
to him."

Asked why the innocent
farmer faced action despite
the findings that he was
made defaulter through
forgery, the manager said,
"We have to make the loan
recipient [as shown in
official records] responsible
until and unless the real
culpritis found out."”

Abdul Jalil, zonal
manager of Rajshahi Krishi
Unnayan Bank, said,
"Departmental actions will
be taken if there is report of
irregularities against any
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Locals throng the pond on
the premises of Biral Mahila
College in Dinajpur district
on Sunday to see bubbles
created due to spilling of
kerosene-like substance
there. Inset, a layer of the
dark colour substance
covers the pond water.

Is it fuel oil, or else?

'Kerosene-like substance' bubbles up in
a pond in Biral upazila of Dinajpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Curious people are throng-
ing Biral Mahila Degree
College campus in Biral
upazila of the district where
fuel oil-like substance
bubbles up in a pond water.

Locals said the sub-
stances smells like kerosene
and spills on the pond.

Md Anwarul Islam,
principal of the college,
noticed it when he went to
the pond on Sunday after-
noon.

Hearing the news, people
from adjacent villages rushed

to the college campus to have
a glimpse of emission of oil
like substance.

Local journalist Md
Abdul Kuddus, who visited
the spot on Sunday after-
noon, said the fuel oil-like
substance was seen coming
out, creating bubbles. After
a few minutes, its colour
turned blue, he added.

While visiting the
spot yesterday, this cor-
respondent saw a thin
layer of petroleum-like
substance on the water
of the pond.

Biral Upazila Nirbahi

Officer (UNO) Md
Abdullah Al Khairum along
with other officials of the
upazila administration
visited the spot.

The UNO said he saw
fuel oil-like substance
bubbling in the pond
water and informed the
deputy commissioner of
the matter.

Contacted, Deputy
Commissioner Md
Shamim Al Razi said he
urged the ministry con-
cerned to send a team of
experts to Biral to look into
the matter.

Girl dies for
'wrong
treatment'

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

A madrasa girl died alleg-
edly because of wrong
treatment at a clinic in the
district town vyesterday
afternoon.

Angry relatives besieged
the clinic, but police
brought the situation under
control.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Mahmuda Begum,
15, astudent of class nine at
Abedina Dakhil Madrasa
under Chhotobighai union
in Sadarupazila.

Family members claimed
that a doctor carried out
three critical operations on
her body in last four days
which might be the main
reason for herdeath.

They said, mahmuda
Begum was brought to Himi
Poly Clinic by her family as
she felt serious abdominal
pain on October 29. Owner
of the clinic who is an
Assistant Professor at Sher-e-
Bangla Medical College
Hospital, admitted her. He
examined Mahmuda and
carried out three operations
from October 29 to
November 2. Then he left
Patuakhali on November 2
and continued treatment
through cell phone. However,
after the last operation on
November 2 night, Mahmuda
fell very sick and finally died at
about 2.45pm yesterday.

Abdul Latif Howlader,
father of the girl, alleged that
his daughter died due to
wrong treatment. 'l demand
justice,” he said.

This correspondent
repeatedly tried to communi-
cate with the doctor con-
cerned over cell phone but in
vain as he never received the
calls.

Md. Monirul Islam, OC of
Patuakhali police station, said
that the relatives of the patients
tried to ransack the clinic.

If any one files any
complaint, we will take
necessary steps after proper
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MONDAY'S ASSAULT

Nine BCL, Jubo
League men
sued in Dumki

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

Nine Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) and Jubo
League men have been sued
on charges of assaulting
Dumki Awami League
leaders and activists and
vanadalising upazila Awami
League office on Monday.

Anwar Hossain
Howlader, president of
Dumki upazila AL, filed the
case under the Speedy Trail
Act with local police station
the same day:.

BCL upazila unit
President Md Shafiqul Islam
Khan, General Secretary
Anisuzzaman Sohag and
upazila Jubo League
President Yunus Ali Mridha
are among the accused.

Contacted, Officer-in-
Charge GM Shahnewaz of
Dumki Police Station said
they will take lawful action
against the accused after
proper investigation.

BCL and Jubo League
activists led by BCL upazila
unit General Secretary
Anisuzzaman Sohag
swooped on AL office when
a party meeting was in
progress at the office at
around 11:30am.

They launched the attack
as local Awami League
leaders handed over a BCL
activist to the police on
Sunday for beating up an
AL man.

The attackers ran-
sacked the office and
physically assaulted 10
AL men, including
upazila AL President Md
Anwar Hossain, General
Secretary Altaf Hossain
Talukder, Joint Secretary
Shahjahan Salim, and AL
activists Maulana
Alamgir Hossain,
Humayun Kabir, and
Khalilur Rahman.

SAGHATA UPAZILA OF GAIBANDHA

Pest attack on aman
plants spreading

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Ceaibarndha

Aman plants on vast tracts
of land in Saghata upazila of
the district have been
attacked with pest and stem
rot disease, much to the
worry of farmers.

The pest and the stem rot
disease have continued
wreaking havoc on the
plants at peak time of
flowering aman plants,
foiling farmers' attempt to
prevent it by spraying insec-
ticides.

“I sprayed pesticide in my
paddy field, but to no effect.
The disease spread at its own
pace,” said farmer
Moyenuddin of Durgapur
village.

The plants first turn
reddish and within two
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weeks the stems start
rotting. The disease soon
spreads to the adjoining
farmlands, said Lal Mia, a
farmer of Anantapur village
in the upazila.

The disease has spread
alarmingly in Bonarpara,
Durgapur, Bhootmara,
Raghabpur, Haldia,
Anantapur, Gachabari,
Osmanerpara, Kachua,
Ulla-sonatola, Barikandi,
and Pathanpara villages.

As the wupazila experi-
enced no severe flooding
this vear, farmer planted
aman seedlings on vast
tracts of lands, expecting a
bumper production.

Upazila agriculture office
sources said, as many as
15,370 hectares of land have
been brought under aman
cultivation this year against

b

the target of 14,225
hectares.

“When the farmers were
preparing seedbeds, we
urged them to spray pesti-
cide on their lands as pre-
cautionary measure, but
most of them ignored our
advice,” said Nazrul Islam,
sub-assistant agriculture
officer.

Farmers should immedi-
ately remove the attacked
plants from their paddy
fields to prevent the spread
of the disease, said upazila
agriculture officer SM
Shamsuddin Feroj.

Aman plants in flood-
prone areas face pest attack
and stem rot disease.
Farmers of the areas should
follow the advice of local
agriculture officers before
preparing seedbeds and
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Pest attack and stem rot disease damage standing aman plants on vast fields in Saghata
upazila under Gaibandha district this season.

BNP men blast bombs, kill
AL activist in C'nawabganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

An Awami League activist was killed
allegedly by BNP men at Ranihati
Bazar under Nayalabhanga union of
Shibganjupazila on Tuesday night.
The wvictim, Mohammad Kafil
Uddin, 45, son of late Rustam Ali of
Horinagar village in the upazila, was an
activist of AL Nayalabhanga union unit.
Mizanur Rahman, officer-in-charge
(OC) of Shibganj Police Station, and
locals said a gang blasted several
bombs at Ranihati Bazar at around
7:45pm, leaving three people injured.
They later swooped on Kafiluddin in
the office room of Ranihati
Committee, hit him with sharp weapons
and left the scene. Kafil died on the spot.

day.

village.

Police and locals said the murder
was a sequel to a previous conflict
between Nayalabhanga union BNP
President Ashraful Haque and AL
activist Kafiluddin over establishing
supremacy in the area.

Family alleged that the supporters
of BNP leader Ashraful Haque killed
Kafil. None was arrested in connection
with the killing as of 5"00pm yester-

Those injured in the bomb attacks
are Kafil uddin Chanu, 65, son of late
Mahtabuddin of Kamlakantapur
village, Moshidul Haque Babu, 48, son
of Luthu Biswas of Puratan Bazar, and
Momin,36,
Momtajuddin of Sabek Labhanga

In Magura, at least 25 people were
injured during a clash between the
supporters of two rivals groups at
Tiorkhali wvillage under Shalikha
upazila on Tuesday, reports Narail
correspondent.

Locals said there was a longstanding
rivalry between Jalil Mollah and Saiful
Mollah over establishing supremacy at
the village.

On Tuesday, the two rival groups

son of late

equipped with lethal weapons
attacked each other, leaving at least 25
people from both sides injured.

On information, police went to the
spot and dispersed the clashing group.
No case was filed with the police
station concerned in connection with

the incident as of yesterday.

e
& i %

* .{.: " 'ﬂ;q

ESTD. 20M

College Campus Office:

Monno City, Gilondo, Manikgan|

Cell :01755-559193

Web: www.monnomch.org
E-mail: info@monnomch.org
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monno MlONNO Medical College & Hospital

Dhaka Office:

Road # 16 (New), 27 (Old)
House # 09 (New)
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Cell: 01712-093993
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